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 The content of this book was given in the form of a spoken 

message that I delivered on December 11, 2005 in Gainesville, 

Florida. For this reason, the style of the book reflects the spoken form.  

 The influences on this little volume are too numerous to list. For 

the last twenty -five years, countless books on Ɂ*ÕÖÞÐÕÎɯ&ÖËɀÚɯ6ÐÓÓɂɯ

have passed through my hands. Some were written at a popular 

level; others were theological treatises. I have gleaned from a number 

ÖÍɯ ÛÏÌÔȭɯ (ɀÝÌɯ ÈÓÚÖɯ Ö×ÛÌËɯ ÛÖɯ ÉÖÙÙÖÞɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÓÈÕÎÜÈÎÌɯ ÖÍɯ ÝÈÙÐÖÜÚɯ

theologians in describing the two main type ÚɯÖÍɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÞÐÓÓȯɯ,ÖÙÈÓɯ

and Sovereign. 

 At bottom, this book is a synthesis of several conflicting positions 

ÖÕɯÛÏÌɯÚÜÉÑÌÊÛɯÖÍɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÞÐÓÓȭɯ-ÈÔÌÓàȮɯÛÏÌɯÔàÚÛÐÊÈÓɯȹ&ÖËɀÚɯÞÐÓÓɯÐÚɯ

ÒÕÖÞÕɯÖÕÓàɯÛÖɯÖÜÙɯÚ×ÐÙÐÛȺɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯÙÌÈÚÖÕÈÉÓÌɯȹ&ÖËɀÚɯÞÐÓÓɯÐÚɯÙÌÝÌÈÓÌËɯ

to our mind).  More importantly, it is a discussion of how I have 

practically resolved the issue in my own walk with the Lord.  

 The last chapter was born out of the horrors of watching a number 

of Christian fellowships needlessly split. This chapter exposes what I 

believe to be the root and branches of many divisions in the Body and 

ÓÈàÚɯÏÖÓËɯÖÍɯ/ÈÜÓɀÚɯÞÈàɯÖÍɯÈÝÌÙÛÐÕÎɯÛÏÌÔȭ 

 Because the message in this book proved so liberating to those 

who first heard it, it seemed good to me to have it transcribed and 



 

 

make available to the larger Body of Christ. With that said, I would 

like to thank Bo Hartmann, Mike Biggerstaff, and Frank Valdez for 

their all -too kind assistance. 

 

Frank Viola  

Gainesville, Florida  

January 2006 
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INTRODUCTION  

 

3'$ɯ &.-8ɯ.5$1ɯ&.#ɀ2ɯ6(++ 

 

Brethren, do not be children in understanding; however, in malice be 

babes, but in understanding be mature.  

 (1 Cor. 14:20, NKJV) 

 

              The following story is a conglomeration of several real stories 

of real people put into one fictitious character.  

          $ÕÛÌÙɯ)ÈÊÒɯ)ÖÕÌÚȭɯ'ÌɀÚɯÈɯÛÞÌÕÛà-two year old college student 

who has just finished his undergraduate degree at the University of 

Florida.  

Jack has just become a Christian. His conversion was 

dramatic. It wa s one of those conversions that utterly changed his life 

and turned him upside down. Jack is completely devoted to Jesus 

Christ. 

Jack begins attending a church in town. The pastor of his 

church is giving a series of sermons entitled, How to Know the Perfect 

Will of God for Your Life. Jack is present every Sunday morning taking 

ÊÖ×ÐÖÜÚɯÕÖÛÌÚɯÖÕɯÌÝÌÙàɯÞÖÙËȭɯ'ÌÙÌɀÚɯÞÏÈÛɯÛÏÌɯ×ÈÚÛÖÙɯÐÚɯÛÌÈÊÏÐÕÎȯɯ 



 

 

 

God has an individual will for every individual believer. He has a 

detailed blueprint . . . a comprehensive road map for your  

ÓÐÍÌȭɯ(ÛɀÚɯÓÐÒÌɯÈɯÛÙÈÐÕɯÛÙÈÊÒȭɯ$ÈÊÏɯÛÙÈÊÒɯÙÌ×ÙÌÚÌÕÛÚɯÌÝÌÙàɯËÌÊÐÚÐÖÕɯàÖÜɯÞÐÓÓɯÌÝÌÙɯ

make.  

The wonderful thing is that God has promised to make His perfect 

will known to every believer. As a Christian, you have two main 

responsibilities. One is tÖɯËÐÚÊÖÝÌÙɯ&ÖËɀÚɯ×ÌÙÍÌÊÛɯÞÐÓÓɯÍÖÙɯàÖÜÙɯÓÐÍÌȭɯ3ÏÌɯÖÛÏÌÙɯ

is to follow it.  

If you follow it, you will have joy and peace in your life. If you 

ÔÐÚÚɯÐÛȮɯàÖÜɯÈÙÌɯÖÜÛÚÐËÌɯÖÍɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÞÐÓÓȮɯÈÕËɯÛÏÈÛɀÚɯÕÖÛɯÈɯÎÖÖËɯ×ÓÈÊÌɯÛÖɯÉÌȭɯ3ÏÌɯ

ÞÈàɯÛÏÈÛɯàÖÜɯÒÕÖÞɯ&ÖËɀÚɯ×ÌÙÍÌÊÛɯÞÐÓÓɯis by reading the Bible. But there are 

many decisions that you will face that are not addressed in the Bible. 

In those cases you must look for outward signs and interpret those 

signs. These signs are like road signs on the highway of life. These signs will 

×ÖÐÕÛɯàÖÜɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯËÐÙÌÊÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÞÐÓÓȭɯ3ÏÌɯ+ÖÙËɯÞÐÓÓɯÈÓÚÖɯÓÌÈËɯàÖÜɯÉàɯ

inward impressions. By these two things you will know the perfect will of 

God for every decision you face.  

 

)ÈÊÒɯÐÚɯÛÏÙÐÓÓÌËɯÉàɯÛÏÌɯ×ÈÚÛÖÙɀÚɯÛÌÈÊÏÐÕÎȭɯ2ÖɯÏÌɯÓÈÜÕÊÏÌÚɯÖÍÍɯ

and begins to lay before God some of his personal decisions. 

)ÈÊÒɯÑÜÚÛɯÎÙÈËÜÈÛÌËɯÍÙÖÔɯÊÖÓÓÌÎÌȮɯÈÕËɯÏÌɀÚɯÈÓÞÈàÚɯËÌÚÐÙÌËɯÛÖɯ

get his Masters degree. The University of Florida does not offer a 

,ÈÚÛÌÙÚɯ ×ÙÖÎÙÈÔɯ ÍÖÙɯ )ÈÊÒɀÚɯ ÔÈÑÖÙȮɯ ÚÖɯ ÏÌɯ ÔÜÚÛɯ ÌÕÙÖÓÓɯ ÐÕɯ ÈÕÖÛÏÌÙɯ

school. Just before becoming a Christian, two schools accepted Jack 

into their Masters program. Florida State University and the 
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4ÕÐÝÌÙÚÐÛàɯÖÍɯ2ÖÜÛÏɯ%ÓÖÙÐËÈȭɯ!ÜÛɯÕÖÞɯÈÍÛÌÙɯÉÌÐÕÎɯÐÕÛÙÖËÜÊÌËɯÛÖɯɁÛÏÌɯ

×ÌÙÍÌÊÛɯÞÐÓÓɯÖÍɯ&ÖËȮɂɯ)ÈÊÒɯÍÌÌÓÚɯÊÖÔ×ÌÓÓÌËɯÛÖɯÉÙÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯËÌÊÐÚÐÖÕɯÉÌÍÖÙÌɯ

God.  

 ÕËɯÚÖɯÏÌɯ×ÙÈàÚȭɯɁ+ÖÙËȮɂɯ)ÈÊÒɯÙÌÝÌÙÌÕÛÓàɯÈÚÒÚȮɯɁÞÏÐÊÏɯÚÊÏÖÖÓɯ

ËÖɯàÖÜɯÞÈÕÛɯÔÌɯÛÖɯÈÛÛÌÕËȳɯ!ÖÛÏɯÏÈÝÌɯÈÊÊÌ×ÛÌËɯÔÌȭɂɯ)ÈÊÒɯÚ×ÌÕËÚɯ

several days praying and asking the Lord to show him what His will 

is in the matter. The days go by.  

Jack is seeking inward imprÌÚÚÐÖÕÚȭɯ'ÌɀÚɯÙÌÈËÐÕÎɯÏÐÚɯ!ÐÉÓÌȭɯ

'ÌɀÚɯÓÖÖÒÐÕÎɯÍÖÙɯÚÐÎÕÚȭɯ2ÌÝÌÙÈÓɯÞÌÌÒÚɯ×ÈÚÚȮɯÈÕËɯ)ÈÊÒɯÐÚɯÕÖÛɯÚÜÙÌɯÞÏÐÊÏɯ

option to take. God has not revealed anything to him. He feels the 

pressure because the deadline is approaching his door. Jack must 

make a decision quicÒÓàȭɯ!ÜÛɯÏÌɀÚɯÍÙÜÚÛÙÈÛÌËɯÉÌÊÈÜÚÌɯ&ÖËɯÏÈÚɯÕÖÛɯ

revealed His will.  

Under the pressure of time, Jack ends up deciding on Florida 

State. But with that decision comes fear and guilt. He is afraid that he 

ÔÈàɯÏÈÝÌɯÔÐÚÚÌËɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÞÐÓÓȭɯ'ÌɯÍÌÌÓÚɯÎÜÐÓÛàɯÉÌÊÈÜÚÌɯÏÌɯÉÌlieves that 

if he were more spiritual, the Lord would have shown him His will in 

this decision . . . just like He shows His will to all the other Christians 

ÐÕɯÏÐÚɯÊÏÜÙÊÏɯÞÏÖɯÎÐÝÌɯÛÌÚÛÐÔÖÕÐÌÚɯÌÝÌÙàɯ2ÜÕËÈàɯÈÉÖÜÛɯ&ÖËɀÚɯËÐÙÌÊÛɯ

leading in their lives.  

Jack feeÓÚɯÓÐÒÌɯÛÏÌÙÌɀÚɯÚÖÔÌÛÏÐÕÎɯÞÙÖÕÎɯÞÐÛÏɯÏÐÔȭɯ'ÌɯÔÜÚÛɯ

be disobeying God in some way. God must not be happy with him 

ÍÖÙɯÚÖÔÌɯÙÌÈÚÖÕȭɯ)ÈÊÒɯÐÚɯÜÕÚÌÛÛÓÌËɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÏÐÚɯÊÏÖÐÊÌȭɯ!ÜÛɯÏÌɯËÖÌÚÕɀÛɯ

know what else to do about it.  

In his first year at Florida State, Jack gets involved with an 
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on-campus Christian organization where he meets a young lady. He 

ÐÚɯÝÌÙàɯÍÖÕËɯÖÍɯÏÌÙȮɯÈÕËɯÚÏÌɀÚɯÝÌÙàɯÍÖÕËɯÖÍɯÏÐÔȭɯ'ÌÙɯÕÈÔÌɯÐÚɯ2ÈÙÈÏȮɯ

and she and Jack spend a lot of time together. The more he gets to 

know Sarah, the more he likes her.  

Sarah has everything that Jack has been looking for in a girl 

ÌÝÌÙɯÚÐÕÊÌɯÏÌɯÞÈÚɯÈɯÛÌÌÕȭɯ2ÏÌɀÚɯÝÌÙàɯÐÕÛÌÓÓÐÎÌÕÛȭɯ2ÏÌɯÏÈÚɯÚÏÈÙ×ɯÞÐÛɯÈÕËɯ

a great sense of humor. She has a good head on her shoulders, and 

ÚÏÌɀÚɯÚÛÙÐÒÐÕÎÓàɯÈÛÛÙÈÊÛÐÝÌȭɯ6ÏÈÛɯÐÚɯÔÖÙÌȮɯÚÏÌɯÐÚɯÈɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛian who is 

deeply committed to the Lord. Sarah and Jack have many of the same 

interests, and they are the best of friends.  

)ÈÊÒɯÉÌÎÐÕÚɯÉÙÐÕÎÐÕÎɯÏÌÙɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ+ÖÙËɯÛÖɯÚÌÌɯÐÍɯÐÛɯÐÚɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÞÐÓÓɯ

ÍÖÙɯÏÐÔɯÛÖɯ×ÜÙÚÜÌɯÈɯÙÌÓÈÛÐÖÕÚÏÐ×ɯÞÐÛÏɯÏÌÙȭɯ2ÐÕÊÌɯÛÏÌɯ!ÐÉÓÌɯËÖÌÚÕɀÛɯÛell 

him whether or not to date Sarah, he begins looking for inward 

impressions and outward signs.  

On his way to school one day, Jack turns on the radio. He 

tunes into a Christian radio station and hears a preacher talk about 

how God will often demand us to  let go of the things that we love.  

(ÔÔÌËÐÈÛÌÓàɯ )ÈÊÒɯ ÛÏÐÕÒÚȮɯ Ɂ,ÈàÉÌɯ &ÖËɯ ÐÚɯ ÛÈÓÒÐÕÎɯ ÛÖɯ ÔÌȵɯ

,ÈàÉÌɯÛÏÐÚɯÐÚɯÈɯÚÐÎÕɯÍÙÖÔɯ'ÐÔȭɂɯ ɯÍÌÞɯËÈàÚɯÓÈÛÌÙȮɯ)ÈÊÒɯÐÚɯÍÓÐ××ÐÕÎɯ

through the TV channels late at night, and he stumbles upon a 

television evangelist. The evangelist is delivering a sermon on how 

&ÖËɯËÖÌÚÕɀÛɯÈÓÞÈàÚɯÎÐÝÌɯÜÚɯÛÏÌɯËÌÚÐÙÌÚɯÖÍɯÖÜÙɯÏÌÈÙÛȭɯ ÕËɯÞÌɯÔÜÚÛɯÉÌɯ

willing to accept His will when it crosses our desires.  

Troubled by this sermon, Jack falls asleep thinking that God 

may be telling him to not pursue Sarah. That very night, Jack has an 
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interesting dream. He dreams that Sarah is no longer interested in 

him. In the dream, he is married to a young woman named Jill who is 

part of his church. (Jack barely knows Jill.) The next morning, Jack 

ÛÏÐÕÒÚɯÛÖɯÏÐÔÚÌÓÍȮɯɁ&ÖËɯ×ÙÖÉÈÉÓàɯËÖÌÚÕɀÛɯÞÈÕÛɯÔÌɯÛÖɯÉÌɯÞÐÛÏɯ2ÈÙÈÏȭɯ

That would be just too good. Sarah has got everything I want. The 

+ÖÙËɀÚɯÞÈàɯÐÚɯÏÈÙËȭɯ(ÛɀÚɯÛÏÌɯÞÈàɯÖÍɯÚÜÍÍÌÙÐÕÎɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯÊÙÖÚÚȭɯ(ɯÛÏÐÕÒɯÛÏÌɯ

+ÖÙËɀÚɯÞÐÓÓɯÐÚɯÛÏÈÛɯ(ɯÎÌÛɯÛÖɯÒÕÖÞɯ)ÐÓÓȭɂ 

On the heels of this dream, Jack begins spending less and 

less time with Sarah. And he begins making attempts at getting to 

know Jill.  

Interestingly, Jack is not attracted to Jill at all. But he figures 

ÛÏÈÛɯÐÍɯÐÛɀÚɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÞÐÓÓɯÍÖÙɯÏÐÔɯÛÖɯÔÈÙÙàɯÏÌÙɭas the dream seemed to 

indicateɭhe wi ll eventually fall in love with her.  

The weeks go by. The months go by. Jack finds it quite 

difficult to get to know Jill, though he is trying. She often drives 

home on weekends, which is a two-hour drive. And she often misses 

church . . . the main place where Jack talks to her.  

Six months go by, and Jack hardly ever talks to Sarah 

anymore. She no longer attends the Christian organization where 

)ÈÊÒɯÔÌÛɯÏÌÙȮɯÈÕËɯÏÌɯÙÈÙÌÓàɯÉÜÔ×ÚɯÐÕÛÖɯÏÌÙɯÈÛɯÚÊÏÖÖÓȭɯ3ÏÌàɀÝÌɯÎÖÕÌɯ

their separate ways. 

Jack finally spends some quality time with Jill. But he still 

has no physical attraction to her. 

 ÚɯÛÏÐÚɯÐÚɯÏÈ××ÌÕÐÕÎȮɯÈÕÖÛÏÌÙɯËÙÈÔÈɯÜÕÍÖÓËÚȭɯ)ÈÊÒɀÚɯÜÕÊÓÌɯ

2ÈÔɯÐÚɯÈɯÞÌÈÓÛÏàɯÉÜÚÐÕÌÚÚÔÈÕȭɯ(ÕɯÍÈÊÛȮɯÏÌɀÚɯÈɯÔÜÓÛÐ-millionaire. Sam 
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has a reputation of always making sharp decisions in business 

ÈËÝÌÕÛÜÙÌÚȭɯ3ÏÈÛɀÚɯÏÖÞɯÏÌɯÔÈËÌɯÏÐÚɯÔÖÕÌàȭ 

2ÈÔɯÈ××ÙÖÈÊÏÌÚɯÏÐÚɯàÖÜÕÎɯÕÌ×ÏÌÞɯÚÈàÐÕÎȮɯɁ(ɀÝÌɯÎÖÛɯÈɯÎÙÌÈÛɯ

Ö××ÖÙÛÜÕÐÛàɯÍÖÙɯàÖÜȮɯ)ÈÊÒȭɯ3ÏÌÙÌɀÚɯÓÐÛÛÓÌɯÙÐÚÒɯÛÖɯàÖÜȭɯ8ÖÜɯÊÈÕɀÛɯÓÖÚÌɯ

anything significant. But if you join with me in this new business 

ÈËÝÌÕÛÜÙÌɯ(ɀÝÌ undertaken, you very well could make enough money 

ÞÐÛÏÐÕɯÈɯàÌÈÙɯÛÖɯ×ÈàɯÖÍÍɯàÖÜÙɯÌÕÛÐÙÌɯÚÊÏÖÖÓɯËÌÉÛȭɯ8ÖÜɀÝÌɯÎÖÛɯÛÞÖɯ

ÞÌÌÒÚɯÛÖɯËÌÊÐËÌɯÖÕɯÐÛȭɂɯ 

As is his custom, Jack brings this job opportunity to God 

ÐÔÔÌËÐÈÛÌÓàȭɯ'ÌɯÞÈÐÛÚɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯ+ÖÙËɀÚɯÎÜÐËÈÕÊÌɯÈÕËɯÌÝÌÕɯÍÈÚts an 

entire day to get His will on this matter. Two weeks go by, and Jack 

has not received any direction at all. He has no inward impression, 

and there have been no outward signs. He is just as unclear as he was 

when he was first approached by his uncle. 

Sam calls and asks Jack about his decision. Jack tells him, 

Ɂ4ÕÊÓÌɯ2ÈÔȮɯ(ɯÏÈÝÌɯÛÖɯÉÌɯÏÖÕÌÚÛɯÞÐÛÏɯàÖÜȭɯ(ɀÔɯÈɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛÐÈÕɯÕÖÞȮɯÈÕËɯ(ɯ

ÚÜÉÔÐÛɯÈÓÓɯÖÍɯÔàɯËÌÊÐÚÐÖÕÚɯÛÖɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÞÐÓÓȭɯ'ÌɯÏÈÚɯÕÖÛɯÚÏÖÞÕɯÔÌɯ

ÈÕàÛÏÐÕÎɯÖÕɯÛÏÐÚɯÚÖɯ(ɀÔɯÎÖÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÏÈÝÌɯÛÖɯ×ÈÚÚȭɂɯ2ÈÔɯÈÊÊÌ×ÛÚɯÛÏÌɯ

decision. Jack continues his studies at school.  

It has been nine months since he first met Sarah. And this is 

what has happened. He discovers that Sarah is now engaged. His 

heart drops when he finds this out. To make matters worse, he learns 

that Jill is not even a Christian! And she has just reunited with her old 

high school boyfriend who lives in her home town. (Part of Jack feels 

relieved by this news because he was never attracted to her.) 
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!ÜÛɯÏÌÙÌɯÐÚɯÛÏÌɯÊÓÐÕÊÏÌÙȭɯ)ÈÊÒɀÚɯÍÈÛÏÌÙɯÊÈÓÓÚɯÈÕËɯÚÈàÚȮɯɁ3ÏÐÚɯÐÚ 

going to hurt, son. But I do think you need to know. Your Uncle has 

made $70,000 over the last month. Half of that money would have 

ÉÌÌÕɯÎÐÝÌÕɯÛÖɯàÖÜɯÐÍɯàÖÜɯÞÖÜÓËɯÏÈÝÌɯÎÖÕÌɯÐÕÛÖɯÉÜÚÐÕÌÚÚɯÞÐÛÏɯÏÐÔȭɂ 

)ÈÊÒɯ ÐÚɯ ÚÛÜÕÕÌËȭɯ 'ÌɀÚɯ ÊÖÕÍÜÚÌËȭɯ 'Ìɯ ÉÌÎÐÕÚɯ ÛÖɯ ÉÈÛÛÓÌɯ ÛÞÖɯ

cÖÕÍÓÐÊÛÐÕÎɯÛÏÖÜÎÏÛÚȭɯ.ÕÌɯÐÚɯÛÏÈÛɯ&ÖËɯËÖÌÚÕɀÛɯÙÌÈÓÓàɯÊÈÙÌɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÏÐÔȭɯ

The other is that he may not really be a Christian after all. He begins 

questioning his entire relationship with God.  

6ÏÈÛɯÏÐÚɯ×ÈÚÛÖÙɯÛÈÜÎÏÛɯÏÐÔɯÑÜÚÛɯËÖÌÚÕɀÛɯÚÌÌÔɯÛÖɯÉÌɯÞÖÙÒÐÕÎɯ

in his lif e. It seems to work for others, but not for Jack. He has spent 

ÔÈÕàɯÕÐÎÏÛÚɯÈÎÖÕÐáÐÕÎɯÖÝÌÙɯ&ÖËɀÚɯ×ÌÙÍÌÊÛɯÞÐÓÓɯÍÖÙɯÏÐÚɯÓÐÍÌȭɯ ÕËɯÏÌɯÏÈÚɯ

ÓÐÝÌËɯÈÓÔÖÚÛɯËÈÐÓàɯÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÌɯÏÈÜÕÛÐÕÎɯØÜÌÚÛÐÖÕȮɯɁ Ôɯ(ɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÊÌÕÛÌÙɯÖÍɯ

&ÖËɀÚɯÞÐÓÓȮɯÖÙɯÏÈÝÌɯ(ɯÔÐÚÚÌËɯÐÛȳɂɯ 

In short, Jack sinks into depression. 

A week passes. One day while driving to the supermarket, 

Jack flips through the channels on his car radio. He is suddenly 

arrested by a preacher who is delivering a message. The message is 

about discovering the will of God. Jack ends up listening to the 

message for twenty minutes. The effect?  

It profoundly rocks his world!  

When the message is over, Jack parks his car off the side of 

the road. He takes his hands off the wheel and leans back in his seat. 

He is astounded. With mouth slig htly open, Jack feels as though 3,000 

lbs. have just been lifted from his shoulders. In quick reverse, his 

mind begins to replay the last nine months of his life. Everything 
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ÚÜËËÌÕÓàɯÉÌÊÖÔÌÚɯÊÓÌÈÙȭɯ)ÈÊÒɀÚɯÌàÌÚɯÉÌÎÐÕɯÛÖɯÛÌÈÙɯÜ×ɯÈÚɯÏÌɯÔÜÛÛÌÙÚɯ

under his breatÏȮɯɁ(ɯÜÕËÌÙÚÛÈÕËɯÕÖÞȭɯ8ÖÜɯÙÌÈÓÓàɯËÖɯÓÖÝÌɯÔÌȮɯ+ÖÙËȭɂɯ 

)ÈÊÒɯÏÈÚɯÑÜÚÛɯÉÌÌÕɯÎÐÝÌÕɯÈɯÉÙÈÕËɯÕÌÞɯÝÐÌÞɯÖÍɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÞÐÓÓȭɯ

And that view has utterly and completely set him free. His life will 

never be the same. 

Now why did I tell you that story? For one reason.  

It is because that which Jack heard that day is the very 

message I wish to share with you now. 
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 CHAPTER 1 

 

 GETTING STUCK ON A TRAIN TRACK  

 

 I would like to take dead aim at a doctrine that is very popular 

among Christians today. It is the doctrine that t eaches that God has a 

wonderful, detailed plan for your life. He has a perfect will for every 

individual Christian that encompasses every decision they will ever 

make.  

 3ÏÈÛɯ×ÌÙÍÌÊÛɯÞÐÓÓɯÐÚɯÓÐÒÌɯÈɯÛÙÈÐÕɯÛÙÈÊÒȭɯ(ÍɯàÖÜɯÔÐÚÚɯ&ÖËɀÚɯ×ÌÙÍÌÊÛɯÞÐÓÓȮɯ

you are going to end up in a really bad place. The way that you 

ËÐÚÊÖÝÌÙɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÞÐÓÓɯÐÚɯÉàɯÙÌÈËÐÕÎɯàÖÜÙɯ!ÐÉÓÌȮɯÍÖÓÓÖÞÐÕÎɯÐÕÞÈÙËɯ

ÐÔ×ÙÌÚÚÐÖÕÚɯȹÜÚÜÈÓÓàɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÍÖÙÔɯÖÍɯɁÊÏÌÊÒÚɂɯÖÙɯɁÚÛÐÙÙÐÕÎÚɂȺȮɯÈÕËɯ

decoding outward signs.  

I challenge this idea on several counts. 

First of all , you cannot find Biblical support for this doctrine. 

The idea that God has a unique, detailed, prescribed plan for every 

individual believer does not exist in Scripture.  

The phrase, the will of God, is used in four different senses 

throughout the Bible. T hey are as follows (see the Appendix for 

 



 

 

Scripture references): 

 

1. &ÖËɀÚɯ$ÛÌÙÕÈÓɯ6ÐÓÓȭɯ3ÏÐÚɯÐÚɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÊÌÕÛÙÈÓȮɯÈÓÓ-consuming and 

all-governing will. It is His central goal and ultimate intention. It is 

that which governs all of His activities. Paul refers to it as the eternal 

purpose (Eph. 3:11). God has a single will that drives Him to do 

ÌÝÌÙàÛÏÐÕÎɯÛÏÈÛɯ'ÌɯËÖÌÚȭɯ(ÛɀÚɯÛÏÌɯÜÓÛÐÔÈÛÌɯÎÖÈÓɯÖÍɯÊÙÌÈÛÐÖÕɯÈÕËɯ

redemption. It is the one will that stands behind the universe.  

God hid His will for ages. He shrouded it  in a mystery, and 

He hid it in His Son. The Almighty chose not to reveal it to any 

creature, including His holy angels. Instead, the Lord in His good 

mercies waited. He waited for ages. And what did He wait for? He 

waited until a unique vessel was born wh om He would grant the 

unique privilege to know and live in the divulged secret of His own 

heart. That vessel is the church, and it includes you and me!  

The very mystery of the ages . . . His eternal purpose . . . His 

ÜÓÛÐÔÈÛÌɯ×ÓÈÕɯȭɯȭɯȭɯɁÛÏÌɯÔàÚÛÌÙàɯÖÍɯ'ÐÚɯÞÐÓÓɂɯÞÈÚɯÎÐÝÌÕɯÛÖɯ/ÈÜÓɯÖÍɯ

3ÈÙÚÜÚɯÛÖɯËÐÚÊÏÈÙÎÌɯÛÖɯ&ÖËɀÚɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌɯÐÕɯÛÏÐÚɯÈÎÌȵɯ6ÏÈÛɯÈɯÛÙÌÔÌÕËÖÜÚɯ

privilege and honor that we as Christians have. We have been given 

the privilege both to know and live in the mystery of creation and the 

will behind it all. (F or a detailed discussion on the eternal purpose, 

see my book Rethinking the Wineskin, Chapter 7.)  

 

2. &ÖËɀÚɯ2ÖÝÌÙÌÐÎÕɯ6ÐÓÓȭɯ3ÏÐÚɯÐÚɯÈÓÚÖɯÊÈÓÓÌËɯ&ÖËɀÚɯɁ×ÌÙÔÐÚÚÐÝÌɯ

ÞÐÓÓȭɂɯ3ÏÐÚɯÞÐÓÓɯÐÚɯÏÐËËÌÕɯÍÙÖÔɯÔÈÕȭɯ6ÏÈÛÌÝÌÙɯ&ÖËɯËÖÌÚɯÖÙɯÈÓÓÖÞÚɯÐÚɯ

His sovereign will. God i s omnipotent, meaning, He is all -powerful. 



 

 

He can do anything that is capable of being done. But God is also 

ÖÔÕÐÚÊÐÌÕÛȮɯÔÌÈÕÐÕÎȮɯ'ÌɀÚɯÈÓÓ-knowing. He knows everything before, 

during, and after it happens.  

2ÖɯÓÌÛɀÚɯÎÖɯÉÈÊÒɯÛÖɯÌÛÌÙÕÐÛàɯ×ÈÚÛȭɯ.ÜÙɯÈÓÓ-knowin g God sees 

into the future before He creates the universe. Every event unfolds 

before His eyes. He sees every act that every human being will ever 

commit. He is also all-powerful, which means He can change 

anything He sees before it happens. 

So if I lose a button from my shirt tomorrow, God saw it in 

eternity past. But He also had the power to change this event before it 

happened. Consequently, because God is omniscient (He knows all 

things, including future events) and He is omnipotent (He can 

change what He sees), then the loss of my button was His sovereign 

will.  

&ÖËɀÚɯÖÔÕÐÚÊÐÌÕÊÌɯÊÖÜ×ÓÌËɯÞÐÛÏɯ'ÐÚɯÖÔÕÐ×ÖÛÌÕÊÌɯÔÌÈÕÚɯ

that He predetermines everything that happens. This is His sovereign 

or permissive will. Did you follow that?  

How can you know the sovereign will of God? You can 

know slices of it only if He reveals it to you supernaturally. 

Otherwise, read a history book! If the history book is accurate, you 

have just discovered the sovereign will of God in the past.  

So God is sovereign. If something happens, it is His will 

because He saw it and allowed it.  

 

3. &ÖËɀÚɯ,ÖÙÈÓɯ6ÐÓÓȭɯ3ÏÐÚɯÐÚɯÈÓÚÖɯÊÈÓÓÌËɯ&ÖËɀÚɯɁ×ÌÙÍÌÊÛɯÞÐÓÓȭɂɯ(Ûɯ

ÐÚɯ'ÐÚɯËÌÚÐÙÌËɯÞÐÓÓɯÈÚɯÐÛɯ×ÌÙÛÈÐÕÚɯÛÖɯÔÈÕɀÚɯÉÌÏÈÝÐÖÙȭɯ6ÏÐÓÌɯ&ÖËɀÚɯ



 

 

ÚÖÝÌÙÌÐÎÕɯÞÐÓÓɯÐÚɯÏÐËËÌÕɯÍÙÖÔɯÜÚȮɯ'ÐÚɯÔÖÙÈÓɯÞÐÓÓɯÐÚɯÙÌÝÌÈÓÌËȭɯ&ÖËɀÚɯ

moral  will relates to how He wishes for human beings to conduct 

themselves. His moral will applies to every person in the same way. 

For instance, the Scripture says that God is not willing that anyone 

ÚÏÖÜÓËɯ×ÌÙÐÚÏȮɯÉÜÛɯÛÏÈÛɯÈÓÓɯÞÖÜÓËɯÙÌÊÌÐÝÌɯÌÛÌÙÕÈÓɯÓÐÍÌȭɯ&ÖËɀs moral and 

perfect will is that all people come to His Son. But His sovereign or 

permissive will allows them to reject Him.  

 

4. &ÖËɀÚɯ6ÐÓÓɯÐÕɯ#ÐÚ×ÌÙÚÐÕÎɯ'ÐÚɯ&ÐÍÛÚɯÈÕËɯ"ÈÓÓÐÕÎÚɯÐÕɯ'ÐÚɯ"ÏÜÙÊÏȭɯ

Because Jesus Christ is Head of His church, He has willed the place 

that the members of His Body will occupy. The Lord distributes His 

callings and gifts to the members of His Body according to His will. 

Because each believer is a different member of His Body (some are 

hands, some are feet, etc.ɭ1 Cor. 12), His will concerning gifts and 

callings differs from person to person. For this reason, Paul would 

ÖÍÛÌÕɯÚÈàɯÛÏÈÛɯÏÌɯÞÈÚɯɁÈÕɯÈ×ÖÚÛÓÌɯaccording to the will of Godȭɂɯ 

Not every Christian has the same gift or calling. Each 

member of the Body is given a different calling and gift according to 

&ÖËɀÚɯÞÐÓÓȭɯ%ÜÙÛÏÌÙȮɯÛÏÌɯ+ÖÙËɯÞÐÓÓɯÖÍÛÌÕɯËÐÙÌÊÛɯ'ÐÚɯÚÌÙÝÈÕÛÚɯÞÐÛÏɯ

ÙÌÚ×ÌÊÛɯÛÖɯ'ÐÚɯÞÖÙÒȭɯ ɯÝÌÙàɯÓÈÙÎÌɯ×ÈÙÛɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ2×ÐÙÐÛɀÚɯÓÌÈËÐÕÎɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÓÐÍÌɯ

of Jesus and the apostles (Paul included) was on this score. It had to 

do with ministry.  

 

These are the four uses of the phrase will of God in the 

Scriptures. I challenge you to look at the Scriptures in the Appendix. 

If you read each of them in context, you will discover that the phrase 



 

 

the will of God never refers to a specific, individual plan that differs 

from Christian to Christian. To put it another way, the doctrine that 

God has a detailed plan for your life which encompasses every 

decision you will ever make has no Biblical basis. 

 

 The Doctrine is Unlivable  

 

This doctrine is also unlivable . While it can be believed and 

taught, it simply cannot be lived out. I have yet to meet a person who 

actually lives this teaching. May I call to witness the events of your 

life this morning.  

 Upon waking, you decided if you were going to get 

out of bed or snooze. You may have decided what you would do 

while lying in bed. You then decided which side of the bed you 

would throw your legs over.  

You then decided what you would do as soon as you got out 

of bed. Maybe it was to go into the bathroom and brush you r teeth. 

Maybe it was to take a shower or a bath. Maybe it was to walk into 

another room and fellowship with the Lord. You made some 

decision. If you took a shower, you decided whether or not to 

shampoo your hair . . . whether or not to shave. You then decided 

what side of your body you would wash first.  

You then decided when you would get dressed. And in so 

doing, you decided what to wear. You also decided which sock to put 

on first . . . if indeed you chose to wear socks. You then decided 

which shoes to wear. And in so doing, you decided which shoe to put 



 

 

on first.  

Then you decided whether or not to eat breakfast. If you did 

eat, you decided where you would eat, what you would eat, and how 

you would prepare the food. If you went out to eat, you decided 

where you would go, what seat you sat in, what you would order, 

and how you would order it. You decided exactly how much to tip 

the waitress or waiter.  

Point: You made countless decisions this morning. 

Now, I would like to propose that none of you asked the 

Lord to show you His will for every decision that I just mentioned. 

 ÕËɯÐÍɯàÖÜɯÛÌÓÓɯÔÌȮɯɁ!ÙÖÛÏÌÙɯ%ÙÈÕÒȮɯÛÏÌɯ+ÖÙËɯÎÜÐËÌËɯÔÌɯÖÕɯÌÝÌÙàɯ

ËÌÊÐÚÐÖÕɯàÖÜɯÑÜÚÛɯÚÛÈÛÌËɯȭɯȭɯȭɯ(ɀÝÌɯÊÖÕÚÜÓÛÌËɯ&ÖËɯÈÉÖÜÛɯ'ÐÚɯÞÐÓÓɯÉÌÍÖÙÌɯ(ɯ

made every one of those decisions, and the Spirit led me into which 

ÊÏÖÐÊÌɯÛÖɯÔÈÒÌɯÍÖÙɯÈÓÓɯÖÍɯÛÏÌÔȮɂɯÛÏÌÕɯ(ɯÏÈÝÌɯÉÜÛɯÖÕÌɯÙÌÚ×ÖÕÚÌɯÍÖÙɯàÖÜȭɯ 

You need to be admitted to the skull ranch immediately 

because your head is not screwed on straight. In addition, you have a 

problem telling the truth. My point is th at this doctrine is simply not 

livable.  

 

 The Doctrine Encourages Immaturity  

 

(ɯÎÙÌÞɯÜ×ɯÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÌɯÛÙÈÐÕɯÛÙÈÊÒɯÝÐÌÞɯÖÍɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÞÐÓÓɯÍÖÙɯÔÖÚÛɯÖÍɯ

my Christian life. My observation is that it encourages gross 

ÐÔÔÈÛÜÙÐÛàȭɯ(ɀÝÌɯÞÈÛÊÏÌËɯÔÈÕàɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛÐÈÕɯÉÙÖÛÏÌÙÚɯÈÕË sisters who 

followed this doctrine make some of the most foolish and bizarre 

decisions. I could hear some of them now. 



 

 

Ɂ!ÙÖÛÏÌÙɯ%ÙÈÕÒȮɯ(ɯÞÈÚɯÖÜÛÚÐËÌɯÚÐÛÛÐÕÎɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÚÜÕȮɯ

contemplating a decision before God. And then, lo and behold, I saw 

a twig move, and I  knew that God was giving me a sign to do thus 

ÈÕËɯÚÖȭɂɯ 

The belief that God has an individual will for your life that 

you must discover has also caused many Christians to put out 

ÍÓÌÌÊÌÚȭɯ(ɀÝÌɯÉÌÌÕɯÎÜÐÓÛàɯÖÍɯÛÏÐÚɯÔàÚÌÓÍɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ×ÈÚÛȭɯ(ɯÚÖÖÕɯËÐÚÊÖÝÌÙÌËɯ

that this is not a New Covenant practice. In fact, it only happened 

once in the Old Testament. And the conditions were drastically 

different from the way that Christians utilize the fleece today. (If you 

ËÖÕɀÛɯÒÕÖÞɯÞÏÈÛɯɁ×ÜÛÛÐÕÎɯÖÜÛɯÈɯÍÓÌÌÊÌɂɯÐÚȮɯÙÌÈËɯ)ÜËÎÌÚɯƚ.) 

Casting lots (which was never practiced after the Holy Spirit 

ËÌÚÊÌÕËÌËɯÈÛɯ/ÌÕÛÌÊÖÚÛȺȮɯ×ÓÈàÐÕÎɯɁ!ÐÉÓÌɯ1ÖÜÓÌÛÛÌɂɯȹÍÓÐ××ÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯ×ÈÎÌÚȮɯ

stopping, and randomly sticking your finger on a sentence to 

ËÐÚÊÖÝÌÙɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÞÐÓÓɯÍÖÙɯàÖÜÙɯÓÐÍÌȺɯÈÙÌɯÈÓÓɯÝÌÙàɯÐÔÔÈÛÜÙÌɯÈÕd foolish 

ways of trying to ascertain the will of God in a decision.  

(ÕɯÚÏÖÙÛȮɯ(ɀÝÌɯÞÈÛÊÏÌËɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛÐÈÕÚɯÔÈÒÌɯÚÖÔÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯËÜÔÉÌÚÛɯ

mistakes in their lives by trying to interpret inward impressions and 

decode outward signs. And I will shamelessly admit that I have been 

guilty of this as well.  

 

 The Doctrine Engenders False Guilt, Fear,  

 Doubt, and Confusion  

 

The train track view engenders false guilt, fear, doubt, and 

ÊÖÕÍÜÚÐÖÕɯÞÏÌÕɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÞÐÓÓɯÐÚɯÕÖÛɯÊÓÌÈÙÓàɯÒÕÖÞÕȭɯ(ɯÏÈÝÌɯÔÌÛɯÔÈÕàɯÈɯ



 

 

Christian who suffered from  a chronic hangover of guilt because they 

ÍÌÓÛɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌàɯÔÐÚÚÌËɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÞÐÓÓɯÐÕɯÔÈÒÐÕÎɯÈɯ×ÌÙÚÖÕÈÓɯËÌÊÐÚÐÖÕȭɯ 

)ÈÊÒɯÞÈÚɯËÖÔÐÕÈÛÌËɯÞÐÛÏɯÎÜÐÓÛɯÉÌÊÈÜÚÌɯÏÌɯÊÖÜÓËÕɀÛɯËÐÚÊÖÝÌÙɯ

&ÖËɀÚɯÞÐÓÓɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÊÖÓÓÌÎÌɯÛÖɯÈÛÛÌÕËȭɯ3ÏÐÚɯËÖÊÛÙÐÕÌɯÉÙÌÌËÚɯÍÈÓÚÌɯ

guilt that one is not  spiritual enough to receive clear guidance on 

every decision. It produces fear that one may have missed the will of 

God. It creates confusion when one thinks they received a sign or 

inward impression, only to find out later that the particular sign or 

impÙÌÚÚÐÖÕɯËÐËÕɀÛɯÊÖÔÌɯÍÙÖÔɯ&ÖËɯÈÛɯÈÓÓȭɯ3ÏÐÚɯËÖÊÛÙÐÕÌɯÈÓÚÖɯÚ×ÈÞÕÚɯ

ËÖÜÉÛɯÐÕɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÓÖÝÌɯÈÕËɯ'ÐÚɯ×ÙÖÔÐÚÌɯÛÖɯ×ÙÖÝÐËÌɯÍÖÙɯÈÕËɯÛÈÒÌɯÊÈÙÌɯÖÍɯ

His children.  

Regrettably, I have watched some Christians shipwreck their 

ÍÈÐÛÏɯÖÝÌÙɯÛÏÐÚɯÐÚÚÜÌȭɯ(ɀÝÌɯÞÈÛÊÏÌËɯÛÏÌÔɯÈÎÖÕÐáÌɯÛÖ the point that they 

question their salvation. They conclude that if they were saved, God 

would supernaturally show them what they were to do in every 

circumstance.  

-ÖÞɯ(ɯÞÈÕÛɯàÖÜɯÛÖɯÎÌÛɯÊÓÌÈÙɯÖÕɯÚÖÔÌÛÏÐÕÎȭɯ(ɀÔɯÎÖÐÕÎɯÛÖɯ

speak a little about sin in an effort to set many of you free from false 

guilt. According to the New Testament, sin is the transgression of the 

+ÈÞɯȹƕɯ)ÖÏÕɯƗȯƘȺȭɯ(ÍɯàÖÜɯÝÐÖÓÈÛÌɯ&ÖËɀÚɯ+ÈÞȮɯàÖÜɯÏÈÝÌɯÚÐÕÕÌËȭɯ What 

ÚÈÐÛÏɯ&ÖËɀÚɯ+ÈÞȳɯɁ3ÏÖÜɯÚÏÈÓÓɯÕÖÛɯÚÛÌÈÓȭɂɯ(Íɯ(ɯÚÛÌÈÓɯàÖÜÙɯÓÜÕÊÏɯÉÖßȮɯ(ɯ

have committed a sin. The Lord Jesus Christ told us that the entire 

Law . . . all 613 rules . . . is covered by one precept (Matt. 7:12; 22:36-

40). Paul also echoes the Lord and so does James (Rom. 13:8-10; James 

2:8). John speaks right in line with it as well (1 John 1-5). 

The Lord said that love fulfills the whole Law. It fulfills all of 



 

 

it. What is love? Love is the very nature of God. Our God, in His 

essence, is love. Love is benefiting others at the expense of oneself. 

The greatest demonstration of love is the cross of our Lord. 

+ÖÝÌɯÍÜÓÍÐÓÓÚɯÈÓÓɯÖÍɯ&ÖËɀÚɯËÌÔÈÕËÚȭɯ-ÖÞȮɯÚÐÕɯÐÚɯÛÏÌɯ

transgression of the Law. Consequently, if you walk in love, you 

ÊÈÕÕÖÛɯÚÐÕȭɯ6Ïàȳɯ!ÌÊÈÜÚÌɯÓÖÝÌɯÍÜÓÍÐÓÓÚɯÛÏÌɯ+ÈÞȭɯ(Íɯ(ɯÓÖÝÌɯàÖÜȮɯ(ɀÔɯÕÖÛɯ

ÎÖÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÚÛÌÈÓɯÍÙÖÔɯàÖÜȭɯ(Íɯ(ɯÓÖÝÌɯàÖÜȮɯ(ɀÔɯÕÖÛɯÎÖing to kill you. If I 

ÓÖÝÌɯàÖÜȮɯ(ɀÔɯÕÖÛɯÎÖÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÊÖÔÔÐÛɯÈËÜÓÛÌÙàɯÞÐÛÏɯàÖÜÙɯÚ×ÖÜÚÌȭɯ(Íɯ(ɯ

ÓÖÝÌɯàÖÜȮɯ(ɀÔɯÕÖÛɯÎÖÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÊÖÝÌÛɯÞÏÈÛɯàÖÜɯÖÞÕȭɯ(Íɯ(ɯÓÖÝÌɯàÖÜȮɯ(ɀÔɯÕÖÛɯ

ÎÖÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÓÖÚÌɯÔàɯÛÌÔ×ÌÙɯÈÕËɯÊÜÚÚɯàÖÜɯÖÜÛȭɯ(Íɯ(ɯÓÖÝÌɯàÖÜȮɯ(ɀÔɯÕÖÛɯÎÖÐÕÎɯ

to lie to you, deceive you, belittle you, demean you, or insult you. 

Love fulfills the Law.  

Parenthetically, if I am faced with a clear opportunity to love 

you . . . when I can meet a known need of yours, and I deliberately 

and knowingly refuse, I have also sinned. This is the teaching of 

James (James 4:17).  

'ÈÝÐÕÎɯÛÏÈÛɯÈÚɯÈɯÉÈÊÒÎÙÖÜÕËȮɯÞÏÈÛɯ(ɀÔɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÛÖɯÚÈàɯÚÏÖÜÓËɯ

ÓÐÉÌÙÈÛÌɯÔÈÕàɯÖÍɯàÖÜȭɯ(ÍɯàÖÜɯÈÙÌɯÐÎÕÖÙÈÕÛɯÈÉÖÜÛɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÞÐÓÓɯÙÌÎÈÙËÐÕÎɯ

a certain decision, and you are not out of harmony with love with 

respect to that particular decision, then you cannot sin in that 

decision! 

If you are not violating love at any point with respect to a 

decision, then you have not sinned. Put differently, if your motive, 

your intention, your goal, your action, your reaction, and your 

attitude in a given de cision are not in violation with love, then you 

have not sinned in that decision. 



 

 

Now, you may make a foolish decision. You may make a 

stupid decision. You may make a decision that you will regret for 

many years. But if you have not violated love in making  that 

decision, then you have not sinned in making it. You can only sin if 

you walk out of love. And that can penetrate to your motives, your 

attitudes, and the means to the end. 

 ÙÌɯàÖÜɯÍÖÓÓÖÞÐÕÎɯÞÏÈÛɯ(ɀÔɯÛÙàÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÚÈàɯÏÌÙÌȳɯ(ÍɯàÖÜɯÏÈÝÌȮɯ

you should feel ÈɯÞÏÖÓÌɯÓÖÛɯÓÐÎÏÛÌÙɯÙÐÎÏÛɯÕÖÞȭɯ(ɀÔɯÛÙàÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÍÙÌÌɯàÖÜÙɯ

mind from the concept that says that if you make a decision and God 

has not given you a revelation on what His will is in that decision, 

then you have somehow sinned. This is simply not true.  

 

 The DÖÊÛÙÐÕÌɯÐÚɯ(ÕÊÖÕÚÐÚÛÌÕÛɯÞÐÛÏɯ&ÖËɀÚɯ 

 Relationship to His People  

 

3ÏÌɯÛÙÈÐÕɯÛÙÈÊÒɯÝÐÌÞɯÖÍɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÞÐÓÓɯÐÚɯÐÕÊÖÕÚÐÚÛÌÕÛɯÞÐÛÏɯ&ÖËɀÚɯ

relationship to us. Let me unravel that a bit.  

How does a shepherd lead his sheep? He leads them into 

those areas where they will be safe from harm. And when he leads 

the sheep into areas of danger, he stays with them very closely.  

When a shepherd leads his sheep into green pastures, he 

gives them boundaries. By his rod, he will specify where the sheep 

are not to migrate toward, le st they get picked off by wolves. The rod 

brings the sheep back if they stray. 

But the shepherd does not point out specific plots of grass in 

the pasture that each sheep must eat from. Instead, he gives the sheep 



 

 

 

 

a wide boundary of pasture land. As long as  the sheep are within the 

safe boundary outlined by the shepherd, they can graze on any patch 

of grass that they choose. The heavenly Shepherd does the same with 

His sheep. 

This principle is also true for earthly kings. A king gives 

basic laws to his people to promote harmony in his kingdom. He 

ËÖÌÚÕɀÛɯÎÐÝÌɯ×ÙÌÚÊÙÐÉÌËȮɯËÌÛÈÐÓÌËɯÙÜÓÌÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÎÖÝÌÙÕɯÌÝÌÙàɯËÌÊÐÚÐÖÕɯÛÏÌɯ

people in his nation will make. He gives them broad laws to follow; 

not specific instructions for day -to-day living. The same is true with 

our Heavenly King.  

Equally so, a wise father will give his children lots of 

instruction when they are very young. He will supervise virtually 

everything that the child does. But he has a goal in mind. The wise 

father is trying to train his child so that the chil d will eventually be 

able to make decisions for himself. 

As the child grows and matures, the parental supervision 

ÉÌÊÖÔÌÚɯÓÌÚÚɯÈÕËɯÓÌÚÚɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯÊÏÐÓËɀÚɯÍÙÌÌËÖÔɯÛÖɯËÌÊÐËÌɯÖÕɯÏÐÚɯÖÞÕɯ

ÉÌÊÖÔÌÚɯÎÙÌÈÛÌÙɯÈÕËɯÎÙÌÈÛÌÙȭɯ2ÖɯËÖÌÚɯÛÏÌɯÊÏÐÓËɀÚɯÙÌÚ×ÖÕÚÐÉÐÓÐÛàȭ 

Consequently, if the parents have done well in training their 

children, the children will be able to make judgments according to 

the parental training that was instilled in them. They will be trained 

to make good, wise decisions. They will be capable of making solid 

judgments based upon the training they received. It is the same way 

with our Heavenly Father. Are you following the metaphors here?  



 

 

 

 

The Lord leads His children as a Shepherd, a King, and a 

Father. As a Shepherd, He leads us into green pastures and out of 

danger. But He allows great freedom of choice within the green 

pastures. As a King, He gives His people spiritual principles by 

which to govern their lives. But these principles are very broad and 

allow for much freedom of choice. As a Father, He provides lots of 

instruction to His children when they are young. But then He expects 

them to mature. And part of maturity is the ability to make decisions 

ÛÏÈÛɯÈÙÌɯÐÕɯÏÈÙÔÖÕàɯÞÐÛÏɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÔÐÕËɯÈÕËɯÏÌÈÙÛȭ 

 

 The Crucial Need for Understanding  

 

Psalm 32:8-9 underscores ÛÏÌɯ×ÖÐÕÛɯ(ɀÔɯÛÙàÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÔÈÒÌȭɯ3ÏÌɯ

Lord says through the Psalmist, 

 

I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will 

guide you with my eye. Do not be like the horse or like the mule, 

which have no understanding, which must be harnessed with bit and 

bridle, else they will not come near you. (NKJV) 

 

The horse and the mule have no understanding. They have 

no discernment. They have no judgment. Because they have no 

understanding, they must be pulled with the bit and the bridal, left 

and right, and told where to go in every circumstance. The Lord tells 



 

 

 

 

'ÐÚɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌȮɯɁ(ɯÞÐÓÓɯÛÌÈÊÏɯàÖÜɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÞÈàɯÛÖɯÎÖȭɯ#ÖÕɀÛɯÉÌɯÓÐÒÌɯÛÏÌɯÏÖÙÚÌɯ

ÈÕËɯÔÜÓÌɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÏÈÝÌɯÕÖɯÜÕËÌÙÚÛÈÕËÐÕÎȭɂ 

There is a great need for understanding ÈÔÖÕÎɯÛÏÌɯ+ÖÙËɀÚɯ

people today. Scores of Christians have imbibed a doctrine that 

essentially throws out the element of understanding and reduces 

them to that of a horse or mule where they expect God to pull them 

ÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÓÌÍÛɯÈÕËɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÙÐÎÏÛɯÚÈàÐÕÎȮɯɁ&ÖɯÏÌÙÌȰɯÎÖɯÛÏÌÙÌȭɯ&ÖɯÏÌÙÌȰɯÎÖɯ

there. This is what yoÜɯËÖɯÐÕɯÛÏÐÚɯÚÐÛÜÈÛÐÖÕȭɯ3ÏÐÚɯÐÚɯÞÏÈÛɯàÖÜɯËÖÕɀÛɯËÖɯ

ÐÕɯÛÏÐÚɯÚÐÛÜÈÛÐÖÕȭɂ 

 ÕËɯÛÏÌɯ+ÖÙËɯÚÈàÚɯÛÖɯ'ÐÚɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌȮɯɁ#ÖɯÕÖÛɯÉÌɯÓÐÒÌɯÛÏÈÛȭɂ 

The point of the passage is simply this: God teaches, 

instructs, and guides us by giving us understanding. Therefore, seek 

understanding. And that brings us to the passage that we opened 

with:  

 

Brethren, DO NOT BE CHILDREN IN UNDERSTANDING; 

however, in malice be babes, but IN UNDERSTANDING BE 

MATURE. (1 Cor. 14:20, NKJV) 

 

I would like to close this chapter by making the following 

pro×ÖÚÐÛÐÖÕȯɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÞÐÓÓɯÍÖÙɯàÖÜɯÈÕËɯÔÌɯÐÚɯÕÖÛɯÓÐÒÌɯÈɯÛÙÈÐÕɯÛÙÈÊÒȭɯ 

(ÛɀÚɯÓÐÒÌɯÈɯ×ÈÙÒÐÕÎɯÓÖÛȭɯ 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 CHAPTER 2 

 

 FINDING LIBERTY  IN A PARKING LOT  

  

                Imagine a public parking lot, would you? Notice that a 

parking lot has boundaries. We know by the boundaries w here the 

parking lot begins and where it ends. We know what is inside the 

parking lot and what is outside of it.  

The beauty of the parking lot is the freedom it displays. 

There are many choices within the parking lot. The drivers may 

freely choose between many parking spaces. So long as a parking 

space is not taken, nor reserved for specialized individuals, drivers 

may freely select the space in which they wish to park their car. 

Certainly, some choices may be wiser than others. If it is 

ÙÈÐÕÐÕÎȮɯÐÛɀÚɯ×ÙÖÉably wiser and more advantageous to park in a 

space that is closer to the building than one that is far removed from 

it. On the other hand, many parking spaces are equally expedient. 

One is no better than the other. 

(ɯÞÈÕÛɯÛÖɯ×ÙÖÉÌɯÛÏÌɯÚÜÉÑÌÊÛɯÖÍɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÞÐÓl a little deeper by 

 



 

 

 

 

considering the very first command that God gave to man. This is the 

first time that God revealed His will to a human being. And I believe 

it is loaded with insight.  

 

 A Visit to A Certain Garden  

 

Go with me to a certain garden. The Lord has just put His 

man into the beautiful garden of Eden. And He says the following to 

Adam:  

 

Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat; but of the tree of the 

knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you 

eat of it you shall surely die. (Genesis 2:16-17, NKJV)  

 

-ÖÞɯÓÌÛɀÚɯÓÖÖÒɯÊÓÖÚÌÓàɯÈÛɯÛÏÐÚɯÊÖÔÔÈÕËȭɯ3ÏÌɯ+ÖÙËɯÚÈàÚȮɯɁ8ÖÜɯ

may eat freely from every tree in the garden. The exception is the tree 

ÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÒÕÖÞÓÌËÎÌɯÖÍɯÎÖÖËɯÈÕËɯÌÝÐÓȭɂɯ(ÕɯÖÛÏÌÙɯÞÖÙËÚȮɯɁ ËÈÔȮɯàÖÜɯ

may freely choose to eat from every tree in this garden. Just keep 

ÈÞÈàɯÍÙÖÔɯÛÏÐÚɯÖÕÌɯ×ÈÙÛÐÊÜÓÈÙɯÛÙÌÌȭɂ 

I see a parking lot here. To keep with the metaphor, I hear 

&ÖËɯÚÈàÐÕÎȮɯɁ8ÖÜɯÔÈàɯ×ÈÙÒɯàÖÜÙɯÊÈÙɯÐÕɯÈÕàɯÚ×ÈÊÌɯÐÕɯÛÏÐÚɯÓÖÛȭɯ)ÜÚÛɯÚÛÈàɯ

within the boundaries of the parking lot. I f you park outside the 

boundary, it will mean trouble for you. Every tree in the garden is 

within the parking lot. The tree of the knowledge of good and evil is 



 

 

 

 

ÖÜÛÚÐËÌɯÛÏÌɯÓÖÛȭɂ 

With that thought in mind, let us move on with the story.  

&ÖËɯÖ×ÌÕÚɯ ËÈÔɀÚɯÚÐde, and Eve makes her debut. Adam, 

being the responsible husband that he is, instructs his dear wife on 

&ÖËɀÚɯÊÖÔÔÈÕËÔÌÕÛɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÛÏÌɯÛÙÌÌÚȭɯ$ÝÌɯÕÖËÚɯÏÌÙɯÏÌÈËɯÈÕËɯÚÈàÚȮɯ

Ɂ-Öɯ×ÙÖÉÓÌÔÖȭɯ&ÖÛɯÐÛȮɯ'ÖÕÌà-!ÜÕÕàȭɂɯ 

As the day progresses, Adam says to his lovely wife, Ɂ$ÝÌȮɯ

2ÞÌÌÛÏÌÈÙÛȮɯ(ɀÔɯÙÌÈÓÓàɯÏÜÕÎÙàɯÙÐÎÏÛɯÕÖÞȭɯ(ɀÔɯÛÏÌɯÍÈÛÏÌÙɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÔÈÓÌɯ

Ú×ÌÊÐÌÚȮɯÛÏÌÙÌÍÖÙÌȮɯ(ɯËÖÕɀÛɯÏÈÝÌɯÛÏÌɯÍÐÙÚÛɯÊÓÜÌɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÏÖÞɯÛÖɯ×ÙÌ×ÈÙÌɯÈɯ

meal. Would you mind preparing something for us to eat this 

evening? I want to tend to this garden a little wh ÐÓÌɯÓÖÕÎÌÙȭɂɯ 

$ÝÌɯÙÌ×ÓÐÌÚȮɯɁ2ÜÙÌȮɯ"Ü×ÊÈÒÌȭɂ 

As Eve beholds the forest of trees that fill her horizon, she is 

overwhelmed with the different types. She pulls some apples from 

one tree. Some pears from another. Some oranges from another. And 

some peaches from another.  

3ÞÌÕÛàɯÔÐÕÜÛÌÚɯÎÖɯÉàȮɯÈÕËɯÚÏÌɯÊÈÓÓÚɯÍÖÙɯÏÌÙɯÏÜÚÉÈÕËȭɯɁ+ÖÝÌ-

 ÕÎÌÓȮɯÞÖÜÓËɯàÖÜɯÊÖÔÌɯÖÝÌÙɯÏÌÙÌɯ×ÓÌÈÚÌȳɯ(ɀÝÌɯÎÖÛɯÈɯØÜÌÚÛÐÖÕȭɂɯ 

Ɂ8ÌÚȮɯËÌÈÙȮɂɯ ËÈÔɯÙÌ×ÓÐÌÚȭ 

$ÝÌɯÊÖÕÛÐÕÜÌÚȮɯɁ(ɯËÖÕɀÛɯÒÕÖÞɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÖÕÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌÚÌɯÍÙÜÐÛÚɯ(ɯ

should prepare for the meal. Can you ask God which one I should 

ÜÚÌȳɯ(ɯËÖÕɀÛɯÞÈÕÛɯÛÖɯÔÌÚÚɯÜ×ɯÈÕËɯÔÐÚÚɯ'ÐÚɯÞÐÓÓɯÖÕɯÛÏÐÚɯÍÐÙÚÛɯËÌÊÐÚÐÖÕɯ

ÛÏÈÛɯ(ɀÔɯÎÖÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÔÈÒÌȭɂ 

 ËÈÔɯÚÈàÚȮɯɁ%ÐÕÌȮɯ#ÈÙÓÐÕÎȭɂɯ 



 

 

 

 

Adam gets alone and lifts his eyes to the heavens and says, 

Ɂ+ÖÙËȮɯÛÏÌɯÞÐÍÌɯÛÏÈÛɯàÖÜɯÎÈÝÌɯÔÌɯÚÈàÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÚÏÌ ËÖÌÚÕɀÛɯÒÕÖÞɯÞÏÐÊÏɯ

ÍÙÜÐÛɯÛÖɯÜÚÌɯÛÖɯ×ÙÌ×ÈÙÌɯÈɯÔÌÈÓɯÍÖÙɯÜÚȭɂ 

Heaven is silent. Adam repeats the question. But still, there 

is only silence.  

After waiting fifteen minutes, Adam returns to Eve saying, 

Ɂ3ÏÌɯ+ÖÙËɯËÐËÕɀÛɯÙÌÚ×ÖÕËɯÛÖɯÔÌȮɯ'ÖÕÌà-Buns. I went back over the 

commandment He gave me, and I guess you can pick whatever fruits 

àÖÜɯÓÐÒÌɯÚÖɯÓÖÕÎɯÈÚɯÛÏÌàɯËÐËÕɀÛɯÊÖÔÌɯÍÙÖÔɯÛÏÌɯÍÖÙÉÐËËÌÕɯÛÙÌÌȭɂɯ 

Eve shrugs her shoulders and decides to use the peaches. 

3ÌÕɯÔÐÕÜÛÌÚɯ×ÈÚÚɯÈÕËɯÚÏÌɯÊÈÓÓÚɯÍÖÙɯ ËÈÔɯÈÎÈÐÕȮɯɁ2ÞÌÌÛà-weety, (ɀÝÌɯ

got another question. How am I to prepare these peaches? I mean, 

should I peel them or leave them the way they are? Should I slice 

them, dice them, quarter them, bake them, make a pie out of them, 

make peach cobbler, mashed peaches, peach-bread, or a peach 

ÚÔÖÖÛÏÐÌȳɯ"ÈÕɯàÖÜɯ×ÓÌÈÚÌɯÈÚÒɯ&ÖËɯÏÖÞɯ(ɀÔɯÚÜ××ÖÚÌɯÛÖɯËÖɯÛÏÐÚȳɂɯ 

 ËÈÔɯÙÌÛÖÙÛÚȮɯɁ ÓÓɯÙÐÎÏÛȮɯÍÐÕÌȭɯ!ÜÛɯ(ɯËÖÜÉÛɯ'ÌɀÓÓɯÈÕÚÞÌÙɯÔÌȭɂɯ

Adam retreats to a place alone and beckons the Lord to answer his 

ÞÐÍÌɀÚɯØÜÌÚÛÐÖÕȭ 

For the second time, Adam meets the silence of God. 

2ÜËËÌÕÓàȮɯÈɯÛÏÖÜÎÏÛɯÈÙÐÚÌÚɯÐÕɯ ËÈÔɀÚɯÜÕÍÈÓÓÌÕɯÔÐÕËȭɯ'ÌɯÛÏÐÕÒÚɯÛÖɯ

himself, God is not answering me because I already know the answer! 

Let that statement marinate for a moment. 

 ËÈÔɯÙÌÛÜÙÕÚɯÛÖɯ$ÝÌɯÈÕËɯÚÈàÚȮɯɁ+ÐÚÛÌÕȮɯ/ÜÔ×ÒÐÕȭɯ&ÖËɯÐÚÕɀÛɯ



 

 

 

 

answering mÌȭɯ(ɯÉÌÓÐÌÝÌɯÐÛɀÚɯÉÌÊÈÜÚÌɯÞÌɯÈÓÙÌÈËàɯÒÕÖÞɯÛÏÌɯÈÕÚÞÌÙȭɯ(ÛɀÚɯ

your choice. The Lord said we may freely eat from any tree in the 

ÎÈÙËÌÕɯÌßÊÌ×ÛɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯÍÖÙÉÐËËÌÕɯÛÙÌÌȭɯ2ÖɯÓÖÕÎɯÈÚɯÞÌɯËÖÕɀÛɯÌÈÛɯÍÙÖÔɯÛÏÌɯ

forbidden tree, you may prepare these fruits any way that yo ÜɯÓÐÒÌȭɂ 

-ÖÞɯÛÏÌÙÌɀÚɯÈɯ×ÖÐÕÛɯÐÕɯÛÏÐÚɯÐÔÈÎÐÕÈÛÐÝÌɯÚÛÖÙàȭɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÞÐÓÓɯÐÚɯ

ÓÐÒÌɯÈɯ×ÈÙÒÐÕÎɯÓÖÛȭɯ8ÖÜɯÊÈÕɯÔÐÚÚɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÞÐÓÓɯÉàɯÉÌÐÕÎɯÖÜÛÚÐËÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ

parking lot. But as long as you are in the parking lot, then you may 

freely choose any parking space you wish. Put another way, you 

cannot miss His will in the parking lot!  

3ÏÌɯ×ÈÙÒÐÕÎɯÓÖÛɯÙÌ×ÙÌÚÌÕÛÚɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÔÖÙÈÓɯÞÐÓÓȭɯ(ÕɯÛÏÌɯÎÈÙËÌÕɯ

ÚÊÌÕÌȮɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÔÖÙÈÓɯÞÐÓÓɯÞÈÚɯÛÖɯÌÈÛɯÍÙÖÔɯÈÕàɯÛÙÌÌɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÎÈÙËÌÕɯÌßÊÌ×Ûɯ

for the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Beyond that, which 

tree to eat from, how to eat, when to eat, and how to prepare the fruit 

was left to the choice of the first man and the first woman.  

Take a deep breath now, and let that sink in. 

This raises a crucial question. How do we as believers 

discover the moral will of God? How do we determine the 

boundaries of the parking lot?  

3ÏÌÙÌɯÐÚɯÈɯÚÜÉÑÌÊÛÐÝÌɯÞÈàɯÈÕËɯÈÕɯÖÉÑÌÊÛÐÝÌɯÞÈàȭɯ+ÌÛɀÚɯÍÐÙÚÛɯ

explore the subjective way.  

 

 An Inward Discovery  

 

In the Old Testament, God gave His people a very detailed 



 

 

 

 

map of His moral will for them. Israel had 613 laws by which to 

govern their lives. Old Testament Israel was commanded to carry out 

specific behaviors like what clothes to wear and not wear, what kinds 

of food to eat and not eat, and how to build their houses. 

Thankfully, those law s were nailed to the cross of Jesus 

Christ (Col. 2:14ff). In place of the Old Covenant, which has been 

done away with, we have been given a New Covenant that is far 

better (Heb. 8-10). Under the New Covenant, the Law of God died in 

Christ (Rom. 7:1-6; 10:4; Gal. 2:19; 3:10-25). However, when Jesus rose 

again from the dead, He became a life-giving spirit, and He took up 

residence in each one of us (1 Cor. 15:45; Rom. 8). Christ is the 

fulfillment of the moral will of God. Christ, through the Holy Spirit, 

is the living, breathing, personified will of God.  

3Öɯ×ÜÛɯÐÛɯÈÕÖÛÏÌÙɯÞÈàȮɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÔÖÙÈÓɯÞÐÓÓɯÕÖÞɯÓÐÝÌÚɯinside of 

us as a Person. He has come in the Spirit, and the Spirit dwells in us. 

3ÏÜÚȮɯÈÓÓɯÛÏÌɯ×ÈÚÚÈÎÌÚɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ-ÌÞɯ3ÌÚÛÈÔÌÕÛɯÈÉÖÜÛɯɁÉÌÐÕÎɯÓÌËɯÉàɯÛÏÌɯ

2×ÐÙÐÛɂɯrefer to being led into the moral will of God. (The context of 

passages like Romans 8 and Galatians 5 make this clear.) Practically 

speaking, the Spirit of God leads us into the boundaries of the 

parking lot.  

As Christians, you and I are no longer under th e Old 

Covenant law where we try to discover the rules of God in the Bible 

and then do our best to carry them out. That is Old Covenant living. 

You and I have something far better. The book of Hebrews makes 



 

 

 

 

very clear that God has done away with Old Covenan t living and has 

given us a new and better covenant by which to live (Heb. 8-10).  

The promise of the New Covenant is that God has put His 

laws in the minds of His people, and He has written them on their 

hearts (2 Cor. 3:2-3). Under the New Covenant, the will of God has 

become something internal and living.  

We can say it this way. The Christian faith is not a moral 

religion as was Judaism. As Christians, we are outside the realm of 

rules and laws. The Christian walk is a Person. We are driven by a 

life for m that is not our own. That life form is Divine.  

This is not just a doctrine or a theology. God Himself has 

taken up residency in our very being. He lives inside of us. We have 

an indwelling Lord who moves, speaks, and leads within us. This is 

the same God who walked throughout Galilee in the first century. 

His name is Jesus, and He lives in us by the Holy Spirit. 

/ÜÛɯËÐÍÍÌÙÌÕÛÓàȮɯÞÌɯÏÈÝÌɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÝÌÙàɯÓÐÍÌɯËÞÌÓÓÐÕÎɯÐÕÚÐËÌɯÖÍɯ

us. And that life has a nature. Do you remember what that nature is? 

It is love. 

God is love. Love is what governs everything God does. You 

and I have a Lord who lives in us, and His driving nature is love. 

That nature seeks to benefit others at the expense of ourselves. 

Following the leadership of the indwelling Spirit is a vast 

topic. We can write an entire book on the subject. But I would like to 

say a few basic things about it that I trust will be useful to you.  



 

 

 

 

&ÖËɀÚɯÔÖÙÈÓɯÓÈÞɯÏÈÚɯÉÌÌÕɯÞÙÐÛÛÌÕɯÐÕɯàÖÜÙɯÏÌÈÙÛɯÈÕËɯÔÐÕËȭɯ

The Holy Spirit dwells in your innermost being. Therefore, there are 

spiritual impulses, promptings, and instincts that function inside of 

you. 

The more you get to know the Lord, the more you will 

intuitively know if a decision is inside or outside of His moral will. 

Because God is love and love fulfills His will, those inw ard 

registrations, promptings, and instincts will always lead you in the 

ÞÈàɯÖÍɯÓÖÝÌȭɯ/ÈÜÓɯÛÖÓËɯÛÏÌɯ3ÏÌÚÚÈÓÖÕÐÈÕɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛÐÈÕÚȮɯɁ8ÖÜɯËÖÕɀÛɯÕÌÌËɯ

anyone to teach you how to love. For you have been taught by God to 

ÓÖÝÌɂɯȹƕɯ3ÏÌÚÚȭɯƘȯƝȺȭɯ(ÕɯÓÐÒÌɯÔÈÕÕÌÙȮɯ)ÖÏÕɯÚÈàÚ the anointing (the 

indwelling Spirit) teaches us how to walk in love and righteousness. 

3ÏÜÚɯÞÌɯËÖÕɀÛɯÕÌÌËɯÈÕàÖÕÌɯÛÖɯÛÌÈÊÏɯÜÚɯÏÖÞɯÛÖɯÞÈÓÒɯÛÏÐÚɯÞÈàɯȹƕɯ)ÖÏÕȭɯ

2:27ff.). 

6ÏÈÛɯ(ɀÔɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÛÖɯÚÈàɯÐÚɯÈɯÊÖÔÔÖÕɯÌß×ÌÙÐÌÕÊÌɯÍÖÙɯÈÓÓɯ

Christians. You get into an argument  with someone very close to you. 

Perhaps some cutting word comes out of your mouth. Instantly, 

within your inward parts you feel uncomfortable and convicted. That 

is the indwelling Spirit ɭthe anointingɭrevealing to you that you 

have just stepped outside of the parking lot.  

You may be going about your business, and a person comes 

to your mind, and instinctively, you know you are to call them, reach 

out to them, or pray for them. Or someone asks you for a favor, and 

while your natural inclination is to turn t hem down due to the 



 

 

 

 

ÐÕÊÖÕÝÌÕÐÌÕÊÌȮɯàÖÜɯÏÈÝÌɯÈÕɯÐÕÚÛÐÕÊÛɯÈÕËɯÈɯ×ÙÖÔ×ÛÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÚÈàɯɁàÌÚȭɂɯ.Ùɯ

perhaps you are going head-to-head with someone over an issue that 

you feel passionate about. And intuitively, you are prompted to defer 

to the other person, drop the ÐÚÚÜÌɯÌÕÛÐÙÌÓàȮɯÈÕËɯ×ÜÛɯÐÛɯÐÕÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ+ÖÙËɀÚɯ

hands. Or a brother or sister in Christ gives you a personal 

observation, suggestion, or word of instruction, and it stays with you 

day after day. You have an inward witness that the word is right on 

the mark. 

I remember as a young Christian in my teens what 

happened when I first began to ask the Lord to lead me by His Spirit. 

Some of the first promptings I had were to help my mother wash the 

dishes (something I hated to do). In responding to those promptings, 

I had joy in doing the dishes. The burden was not heavy.  

I also remember times of mowing my lawn and then having 

ÈÕɯÐÕÚÛÐÕÊÛɯÛÖɯÔÖÞɯÔàɯÕÌÐÎÏÉÖÙɀÚɯÓÈÞÕɯÙÐÎÏÛɯÈÍÛÌÙÞÈÙËȭɯ ÎÈÐÕȮɯ(ɯ

ÌÕÑÖàÌËɯËÖÐÕÎɯÐÛȭɯ.ÕÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÔÈÙÒÚɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ+ÖÙËɀÚɯÐÕÞÈÙËɯÞÖÙÒÐÕÎɯÐÚɯ

that when He pr ompts us to a certain action and we respond to it, He 

supplies the power to carry it out. Further, our inward parts are 

given a sense of life and peace. 

The inward promptings that I received as a young believer 

always involved giving, aiding, and loving on  the one hand, or losing 

and self-sacrificing on the other. Even in my life today, the leadership 

of the Holy Spirit virtually always involves one of two things: 

Serving and ministering to others or exposing some inward attitude, 



 

 

 

 

motive, reaction, or outlo ok in me that God wants to deal with. The 

method by which the Spirit leads is always toward a greater 

discovery of Christ.  

Sometimes these promptings will cause one to perceive 

things outside of natural means in order to help someone spiritually, 

emotional ly, or physically. I will give you a very recent example to 

illustrate this. A relative of mine was suffering from a severe cold. 

She told me that she was going to take some medicine. For reasons 

that I cannot explain, I felt inclined to watch her take the  medicine to 

make sure the dosage was correct.  

Again, there was no natural reason for me having this 

ÐÕÊÓÐÕÈÛÐÖÕȭɯ(ɀÝÌɯÕÌÝÌÙɯÊÏÌÊÒÌËɯÖÕɯÚÖÔÌÖÕÌɀÚɯÔÌËÐÊÐÕÌɯËÖÚÈÎÌɯÉÌÍÖÙÌȮɯ

and I had no good reason to do it this time. The directions said to 

take two tablespoons of the medicine. A measuring cup was included 

with the medicine bottle. The medicine was poured to the two -

tablespoon mark. As I looked at it, I knew it was far more than two 

tablespoons. We then measured it, and sure enough, it was four 

tablespoons! The measuring cup was not accurate. 

If I had not been there to check on the dosage, my loved one 

would have overdosed on the medicine. I was simply following an 

instinct I had. And there was no harm in doing so. A sensitive spirit 

can often perceive things outside of natural means. 

As I look at the New Testament carefully, I discover the 

same principle. Whenever you find the leading of the Spirit in the life 



 

 

 

 

of Jesus (in the Gospels) or the apostles (in the book of Acts), it is 

virtually always in relation t o walking in the righteousness of Christ 

or in ministering to others. To be led intuitively is the normal way 

that God leads His children into His moral will.  

 

 An Outward Guide  

 

3ÏÌÙÌɯÐÚɯÈÓÚÖɯÈÕɯÖÉÑÌÊÛÐÝÌɯËÐÚÊÖÝÌÙàɯÖÍɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÔÖÙÈÓɯÞÐÓÓȭɯ3ÏÌɯ

Scriptures, which are inspired by the same Spirit who indwells us, is 

ÈÕɯÖÉÑÌÊÛÐÝÌɯÞÐÛÕÌÚÚɯÛÖɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÔÖÙÈÓɯÞÐÓÓɯȹƖɯ3ÐÔȭɯƗȯƕƚȺȭɯ'ÖÞÌÝÌÙȮɯÛÏÌɯ

Scriptures are not isolated in and of themselves.  

The Scriptures contain what the New Testament authors call 

ɁÛÏÌɯ6ÖÙËɯÖÍɯ&ÖËȭɂɯ3ÏÌ Word of God is Jesus Christ. He is the living 

Word. He is the Logos, the speech and utterance of God Himself. The 

2ÊÙÐ×ÛÜÙÌÚɯÊÖÕÛÈÐÕɯ&ÖËɀÚɯ6ÖÙËȮɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌàɯÙÌÝÌÈÓɯÛÏÌɯ/ÌÙÚÖÕɯÖÍɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛɯ

(John 5:39). Therefore, the Scriptures are the written Word pointing to 

and revealing the living Word, Christ.  

3ÏÌɯ-ÌÞɯ3ÌÚÛÈÔÌÕÛɯÙÌÍÌÙÚɯÛÖɯɁÛÏÌɯÔÐÕÐÚÛÙàɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ6ÖÙËɂɯ

(Acts 6:4). This is the ministry where the Word of God is spoken, 

preached, or taught (Acts 18:11; 1 Thess. 2:13; Heb. 13:7). It is also 

ÊÈÓÓÌËɯɁÛÏÌɯÈ×ÖÚÛÓÌÚɀɯÛÌÈÊÏÐÕÎɂɯȹ ÊÛÚɯƖȯƘƖȺȭɯ3ÏÌÐÙɯÛÌÈÊÏÐÕÎɯÞÈÚɯÈɯ

Person . . . it was Christ. 

The Scriptures are a witness to the moral will of God. The 

Old Testament reveals the will of God as it finds its fulfillment in 



 

 

 

 

Christ. The Gospels contain a record of how the indwelling life of 

God was lived out in Jesus of Nazareth. The book of Acts contains a 

record of how the indwelling life of God was lived out by the 

apostles and the early church. And the New Testament epistles reveal 

the Person of Christ to churches and individuals who are in crises. 

All are inspired by the same Spirit who indwells every Christian 

ÛÖËÈàȭɯ3ÏÐÚɯÐÚɯÞÏàɯ/ÈÜÓɀÚɯÓÌÛÛÌÙÚɯÈÙÌɯÊÈÓÓÌËɯɁ2ÊÙÐ×ÛÜÙÌɂɯȹƖɯ/ÌÛȭɯƗȯƕƙ-16). 

It is by the ministry of the Word of God that we are educated 

ÖÉÑÌÊÛÐÝÌÓàɯÐÕɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÔÖÙÈÓɯÞÐÓÓȮɯÞÏich is embodied in Jesus Christ. 

For this reason, Hebrews 4:12 tells us that the Word of God is alive, 

active, and can discern thoughts and intents. It also judges between 

what comes from our renewed inner man versus what comes from 

ÖÜÙɯÍÈÓÓÌÕɯÕÈÛÜÙÌɯȹɁ×ÐÌÙÊÐÕÎɯÌÝÌÕɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯËÐÝÐÚÐÖÕɯÖÍɯÚÖÜÓɯÈÕËɯÚ×ÐÙÐÛɂȺȭ 

The ministry of the Word is essential to discovering the will 

of God for this one reason: It renews the mind and heightens our 

sensitivity to our indwelling Lord. It is also spirit and life . . . or food . 

. . to our inward man (John 6:63). The Word gets us familiar with the 

way in which our Lord operates. For His indwelling in us is no 

different from His living on earth and in the heavenlies. For it is the 

same life and the same Person. 

Put another way, the life of the Lord in you ɭthe subjective 

ÓÌÈËÐÕÎɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ+ÖÙËɯÐÕÛÖɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÔÖÙÈÓɯÞÐÓÓɭwill never contradict the 

written Word of God. It will never contradict the revelation of Christ 

that is revealed in the Scriptures. It will always be in harmony with it.  



 

 

 

 

I remember years ago meeting a woman who was following 

ÈɯÊÌÙÛÈÐÕɯɁ×ÙÖ×ÏÌÛȭɂɯ3ÏÐÚɯ×ÙÖ×ÏÌÛɯÏÈËɯÝÌÙàɯÐÔ×ÙÌÚÚÐÝÌɯÎÐÍÛÚɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ

word of knowledge, predictive prophecy, and healing. The woman 

was married. The prophet told her that God showed him that she had 

married  the wrong man. He said she was to divorce her husband (not 

ÖÍÍÐÊÐÈÓÓàȮɯÉÜÛɯɁÉÌÍÖÙÌɯ&ÖËɂȺɯÈÕËɯÔÈÙÙàɯÏÐÔɯȹÕÖÛɯÖÍÍÐÊÐÈÓÓàȮɯÉÜÛɯ

ɁÉÌÍÖÙÌɯ&ÖËɂȺȭɯ3ÏÌɯÞÖÔÈÕɯÉÌÓÐÌÝÌËɯÛÏÌɯ×ÙÖ×ÏÌÛɯÈÕËɯÍÖÓÓÖÞÌËɯÏÐÚɯ

leading.  

-ÖÞȮɯÏÌɯÞÈÚɯÈɯɁ×ÙÖ×ÏÌÛȭɂɯ'ÌɯÏÈËɯÚÐÎÕÚɯÈÕËɯÞÖÕËÌÙÚɯ

followin g him. God gave this revelation to him. The indwelling Spirit 

ÙÌÝÌÈÓÌËɯÛÏÐÚɯÛÖɯÏÐÔȭɯ#ÖɯàÖÜɯÉÌÓÐÌÝÌɯÛÏÈÛȳɯ(ÍɯàÖÜɯÚÈàɯɁÕÖȮɂɯÏÖÞɯËÖɯ

àÖÜɯÒÕÖÞɯàÖÜɯÈÙÌɯÙÐÎÏÛȳɯ'ÖÞɯËÖɯàÖÜɯÒÕÖÞɯÛÏÈÛɯ&ÖËɯËÐËÕɀÛɯÛÌÓÓɯÏÐÔɯ

this? 

We know on two counts. One, the life of Jesus Christ inside 

of you will tell you that such a word could not come from God. Why? 

!ÌÊÈÜÚÌɯÐÛɯÝÐÖÓÈÛÌÚɯÛÏÌɯÞÈàɯÖÍɯÓÖÝÌȭɯ3ÏÐÚɯÞÖÔÈÕɀÚɯÏÜÚÉÈÕËɯÚÜÍÍÌÙÌËɯ

untold agony over this. If you are in touch with your spiritual 

ÐÕÚÛÐÕÊÛÚȮɯàÖÜɯÒÕÖÞɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÐÚɯ×ÙÖ×ÏÌÛɀÚɯɁÙÌÝÌÓÈÛÐÖÕɂɯcould not come 

from Christ, for He is Love. Only pain, chaos, and deep hurt could 

come out of such a revelation if acted upon. 

Two, the Scriptures condemn such a practice. The record of 

&ÖËɀÚɯÓÐÍÌɯÐÕɯ)ÌÚÜÚɯÛÏÌɯ2ÖÕɯÖÍɯ&ÖËɯÞÏÐÓÌɯÖÕɯÌÈÙÛÏɯÊÖÕËÌÔÕÚɯÐÛȭɯ'ÐÚɯ

teaÊÏÐÕÎÚȮɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÈÙÌɯɁÚ×ÐÙÐÛɯÈÕËɯÓÐÍÌȮɂɯÊÖÕËÌÔÕɯÐÛȭɯ3ÏÌɯÛÌÚÛÐÔÖÕàɯÖÍɯ

/ÈÜÓɯÖÍɯ3ÈÙÚÜÚȮɯÞÏÖÚÌɯÞÙÐÛÐÕÎÚɯ/ÌÛÌÙɯÊÈÓÓÚɯɁ2ÊÙÐ×ÛÜÙÌȮɂɯÊÖÕËÌÔÕÚɯÐÛȭɯ 



 

 

 

 

+ÌÛɯÔÌɯ×ÙÌÚÚɯÛÏÌɯ×ÖÐÕÛȯɯ6ÏÌÕɯÐÛɯÊÖÔÌÚɯÛÖɯËÐÚÊÖÝÌÙÐÕÎɯ&ÖËɀÚɯ

moral will, both the internal witness of the Spirit and the o utward 

ÛÌÚÛÐÔÖÕàɯÖÍɯ2ÊÙÐ×ÛÜÙÌɯÞÐÓÓɯÈÓÞÈàÚɯÎÖɯÏÈÕËɯÐÕɯÏÈÕËȭɯ3ÏÈÛɀÚɯÈɯÓÌÚÚÖÕɯ

you ought never to forget.  

%ÜÙÛÏÌÙȮɯÛÏÌɯ2ÊÙÐ×ÛÜÙÌɯËÐÚÊÓÖÚÌÚɯÛÖɯÜÚɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÜÓÛÐÔÈÛÌɯ

ÐÕÛÌÕÛÐÖÕɯÖÙɯÌÛÌÙÕÈÓɯÞÐÓÓȭɯ(ÛɯÙÌÝÌÈÓÚɯÛÖɯÜÚɯÞÏÈÛɯ/ÈÜÓɯÊÈÓÓÌËɯɁÛÏÌɯÞÏÖÓÌɯ

ÊÖÜÕÚÌÓɯÖÍɯ&ÖËɂɯȹ ÊÛÚɯƖƔȯƖƛȺȭɯ(ÕɯÛÏÌɯ&ÙÌÌÒȮɯÛÏÌɯÞÖÙËɯɁÊÖÜÕÚÌÓɂɯÐÕɯÛÏÐÚɯ

×ÈÚÚÈÎÌɯÔÌÈÕÚɯɁ×ÜÙ×ÖÚÌȭɂɯ 

*ÕÖÞÓÌËÎÌɯÖÍɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÌÛÌÙÕÈÓɯ×ÜÙ×ÖÚÌɭHis central aimɭis 

like a large compass that always points us in the direction of the 

+ÖÙËɀÚɯÞÐÓÓȭɯ(ÛɯÐÚɯÈɯÍÙÈÔÌɯÖÍɯÙÌÍÌÙÌÕÊÌɯÍÖÙɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛÐÈÕɯÓÐÝÐÕÎȭɯ%ÖÙɯ&ÖËɀÚɯ

moral will is always in line with His eternal purpose.  

It is no accident that Ephesians has more references to the 

will of God than any other New Testament letter (Eph. 1:1, 5, 9, 11; 

5:17; 6:6). The governing theme of Ephesians is the eternal purpose of 

&ÖËȭɯ4ÕËÌÙÚÛÈÕËÐÕÎɯ&ÖËɀÚɯ×ÜÙ×ÖÚÌȮɯÛÏÌÕȮɯÎÖÌÚɯÈɯÓÖÕÎɯÞÈàɯÐÕɯ

providing direction for our lives.  

 

 Sharpening Your Spiritual Instincts  

 

There are three passages in the New Testament that shed 

ÓÐÎÏÛɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯËÐÚÊÖÝÌÙàɯÖÍɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÔÖÙÈÓɯÞÐÓÓȭɯ6ÏÌÕɯ(ɯÞÈÓÒɯÛÏÙÖÜgh 

these texts, I find very practical instruction on the matter. The first 

one is Romans 12:1-2:  



 

 

 

 

 

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you 

present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is 

your reasonable service. And do not be conformed to this world, but be 

transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what 

is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. (NKJV) 

 

Paul writes to the church in Rome and exhorts the believers 

to offer their  bodies to God as a living sacrifice. Herein lies an 

important spiritual principle. The Lord does not reveal His will to 

ÛÏÖÚÌɯÞÏÖɯÈÙÌɯÜÕÞÐÓÓÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÍÖÓÓÖÞɯÐÛȭɯ)ÌÚÜÚɯÚÈÐËȮɯɁ(ÍɯÈÕàɯÔÈÕɯÞÐÓÓɯȻis 

willing toȼɯËÖɯ'ÐÚɯÞÐÓÓȮɯ'ÌɯÚÏÈÓÓɯÒÕÖÞɯȭɯȭɯȭɂɯȹ)ÖÏÕɯƛȯƕƛȺȭɯɁ(Íɯàour eye is 

single [you have single devotion to the Lord], your whole body will be 

ÍÜÓÓɯÖÍɯÓÐÎÏÛɂɯȹ,ÈÛÛȭɯƚȯƖƖȺȭ 

Paul goes on to discuss the renewing of the mind. The net 

effect of offering our bodies as a living sacrifice and renewing our 

minds is that we wÐÓÓɯÉÌɯÈÉÓÌɯÛÖɯɁ×ÙÖÝÌɂɯÖÙɯËÌÔÖÕÚÛÙÈÛÌɯÛÏÌɯ×ÌÙÍÌÊÛɯ

will of God. This is a reference to His moral will as the context shows.  

Notice that the mind has something to do with discovering 

&ÖËɀÚɯÔÖÙÈÓɯÞÐÓÓȭɯ1ÌÔÌÔÉÌÙɯÛÏÈÛɯÜÕËÌÙɯÛÏÌɯ-ÌÞɯ"ÖÝÌÕÈÕÛȮɯÛÏÌɯ+ÈÞɯ

of God is written in our minds (Heb. 8:10). However, our minds need 

to be renewed. If we offer ourselves as a living sacrifice to the Lord, 

and we renew our minds, Paul says that we will know and approve 

the perfect will of God.  



 

 

 

 

As natural creatures, we have a certain way of thinking. We 

have a way of reasoning that we inherited from this world. The 

+ÖÙËɀÚɯÛÏÖÜÎÏÛÚɯÈÙÌɯÕÖÛɯÔÈÕɀÚɯÛÏÖÜÎÏÛÚȭɯ(ÕɯÍÈÊÛȮɯÛÏÌàɯÈÙÌɯËÐÙÌÊÛÓàɯ

opposed to the thinking of this present world.  

Yet as we renew our mind, we begin to think the way He 

thinks and our spiritual instincts become sharper. Our understanding 

ÈÕËɯÖÜÙɯÑÜËÎÔÌÕÛɯÉÌÊÖÔÌɯÚÏÈ×ÌËɯÉàɯÛÏÌɯ+ÖÙËɀÚɯÔÐÕËȭɯ ÕËɯ'ÐÚɯÞÐÓÓɯ

becomes obvious to us. We become intuitively aware which actions 

are pleasing to Him and which are not. This is maturity. Ag ÈÐÕȮɯ(ɀÔɯ

speaking of the moral will of God.  

Paul made mention of this process when he spoke to the 

Corinthians. He told them that because they were living like natural 

people in the world (unsaved people), they were spiritual babes and 

ÊÖÜÓËÕɀÛɯÜÕËÌÙÚÛÈÕË the things of the Spirit. But the spiritually 

mature are those who are able to exercise spiritual discernment and 

judgment (1 Cor. 2:6-3:3). 

To put a finer point on it, instead of giving us orders and 

commands, the Lord desires for us to have a mindȭɯɁ+Ìt this mind be 

in you which was also in Christ Jesus . . . we have the mind ÖÍɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛɂɯ

(Php. 2:5; 1 Cor. 2:16). When a son is young, he receives orders from 

his parents. But as he spends time getting to know his parents and 

matures, he cultivates an understanding of the mind of his parents in 

Ú×ÌÊÐÍÐÊɯÚÐÛÜÈÛÐÖÕÚȭɯ3ÏÌɯÚÖÕɀÚɯÔÐÕËȮɯÈÚɯÐÛɯÞÌÙÌȮɯÐÚɯÙÌÕÌÞÌËɯÛÖɯÙÌÍÓÌÊÛɯ

that of his parents. It is the same in the spiritual. We are sons who 



 

 

 

 

possess a mind rather than servants who merely take orders (John 

15:15; Gal. 4:1ff.). 

How do we renew our minds? Simply, by spending time in 

ÛÏÌɯ+ÖÙËɀÚɯ×ÙÌÚÌÕÊÌȮɯÉàɯÙÌÚ×ÖÕËÐÕÎɯÛÖɯ'ÐÔȮɯÈÕËɯÉàɯÙÌÊÌÐÝÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯ

ministry of His Word, which contains His thoughts. By those three 

elements our minds are shaped in conformity to His will.  

The other passage is Hebrews 5:14: 

 

But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those who 

by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and 

evil. (NKJV) 

 

 This text unearths an important principle about spiritual maturit y. 

Namely, that as we practice yielding to the Lord, our spiritual 

instincts become more acute. The text says that the mature believer 

ÏÈÚɯÏÐÚɯɁÚÌÕÚÌÚɂɯÌßÌÙÊÐÚÌËɯÉàɯɁÙÌÈÚÖÕɯÖÍɯÜÚÌɂɯȹÖÙɯÏÈÉÐÛȺɯÛÖɯɁËÐÚÊÌÙÕɂɯ

both good and evil. That is, the mature believer is able to discern the 

moral will of God in all situations.  

 Finally, we have a passage in the book of Acts that opens up 

another vista altogether. In Acts 24:16, Paul declares: 

 

This being so, I myself always strive to have a conscience without 

offense toward God and men. (NKJV) 

 



 

 

 

 

 Each one of us has a conscience. Your conscience is an inward 

ÔÖÕÐÛÖÙɯÛÏÈÛɯÎÖÌÚɯÖÍÍɯÞÏÌÕɯàÖÜɯÚÛÌ×ɯÖÜÛɯÖÍɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÔÖÙÈÓɯÞÐÓÓȭɯ(ÛɀÚɯÓÐÒÌɯ

an alarm. If you violate it, it brings you under conviction. It is not 

condemnation, which comes fÙÖÔɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÌÕÌÔàɯÖÙɯÍÙÖÔɯÈɯ×ÙÌÈÊÏÌÙɯ

who tells you how terrible a Christian you are. It comes from your 

human spirit, the place where God dwells.  

 Both the Holy Spirit and your conscience bear witness to the truth 

(Romans 9:1). It is by your conscience that you can discern the moral 

will of God. Anything that offends your conscience is something to 

stay clear of. Anything that your conscience allows is permissible for 

you. There is another aspect of the conscience that we will handle in 

the last chapter. It has to do with the way the conscience is shaped. 

ȹ3ÏÌɯ!ÐÉÓÌɯÈÓÚÖɯÚ×ÌÈÒÚɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÈɯɁÚÌÈÙÌËɂɯÊÖÕÚÊÐÌÕÊÌȭɯ!ÜÛɯÛÏÐÚɯÐÚɯÐÕɯ

reference to people who continue to reject the dictates of their 

ÊÖÕÚÊÐÌÕÊÌɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ×ÖÐÕÛɯÛÏÈÛɯÐÛɯËÖÌÚÕɀÛɯÖ×ÌÙÈÛÌɯÈÕàɯÓÖÕÎÌÙɭ1 Tim. 4:2.) 

 To sum up, we have been given five lighthouses that guide us into 

the moral will of God: The inward promptings and instincts of the 

Holy Spirit written on our minds and hearts (Heb. 8; Rom. 8; Gal. 5), 

the testimony of Scripture (2 Tim. 3), the renewal of our  minds (Rom. 

12), the habitual exercise of our spiritual senses (Heb. 5), and the 

dictates of our conscience (Acts 24). 

  ÓÓɯÖÍɯÛÏÌÚÌɯÓÐÎÏÛÏÖÜÚÌÚɯÊÈÜÚÌɯÜÚɯÛÖɯÍÜÓÍÐÓÓɯ/ÈÜÓɀÚɯÞÖÙËɯÐÕɯ

$×ÏÌÚÐÈÕÚɯƙȯƕƛȮɯɁ3ÏÌÙÌÍÖÙÌȮɯÉÌɯÕÖÛɯÜÕÞÐÚÌȮɯÉÜÛɯÜÕËÌÙÚÛÈÕËɯÞÏÈÛɯÛÏÌɯ

will of ÛÏÌɯ+ÖÙËɯÐÚȭɂɯ3ÏÌɯÊÖÕÛÌßÛɯÖÍɯÛÏÐÚɯ×ÈÚÚÈÎÌɯÐÚɯÙÌÍÌÙÙÐÕÎɯÛÖɯ&ÖËɀÚɯ



 

 

 

 

moral will . . . the path of righteousness, which is Christ.  

 If you have been in the Lord for any length of time, it is not 

ËÐÍÍÐÊÜÓÛɯÛÖɯËÐÚÊÌÙÕɯÛÏÌɯÔÖÙÈÓɯÞÐÓÓɯÖÍɯ&ÖËȭɯ ÎÈÐÕȮɯÛÏÐÕÒɯÖÍɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÔoral 

will as a parking lot. A step out of love is a step outside of the 

parking lot. Walking in love is walking in the parking lot.  

 Add to that a safeguard: On moral matters, inward promptings 

are only reliable when they are consistent with the will of Go d 

disclosed in Scripture. This is one of the reasons why the ministry of 

the Word is so vital to us. It not only reveals Christ to us and feeds 

our spirit, but it also educates us on the way the indwelling Lord 

directs us. For the Christ revealed in Scripture and the Christ who 

lives in us is the same Person. He is the same yesterday, today, and 

forever (Heb. 13:8). Praise the Lord! 

 Let us now handle the question of non-moral decisions. That is, 

how do we choose between parking spaces? 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 CHAP TER 3 

 

 CHOOSING BETWEEN PARKING SPACES  

 

 I will begin this chapter by reiterating that if you are in the 

parking lot, you are in the moral will of God. However, within that 

parking lot, there are many legitimate and acceptable spaces in which 

to park. The choice of the parking space is yours. 

 I have compiled a list of decisions that Christians agonize over in 

ÛÙàÐÕÎɯÛÖɯËÐÚÊÖÝÌÙɯɁ&ÖËɀÚɯ×ÌÙÍÌÊÛɯÞÐÓÓɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÓÐÝÌÚȭɂɯ(ÕɯÈÕËɯÖÍɯ

themselves, every decision on this list is a non-moral issue. So long as 

we are in the parking lot, the choice of where to park is left to you 

and me. They are: 

 

C Should I go to college?  

C If so, which college should I attend?  

C What courses should I take, and what will be my major?  

 



 

 

 

 

C Should I get an undergraduate degree, a masters degree, or a 

doctorate? 

C What job should I apply for and accept?  

C Should I seek a job promotion or a raise? If so, when and how? 

C Where should I live?  

C Should I rent, buy, or build a house? 

C Should I get married?  

C Who should I marry?  

C If I marr y, should I have kids?  

C How many kids should I have?  

C Should I use birth control?  

C If so, what type of birth control?  

C Should I have a home birth, use a midwife, or have a hospital 

birth?  

C In what manner should I raise my children?  

C Should I discipline them? If so, how and when should I discipline 

them? 

C Should I home school, send them to private school or public 

school?  

C What foods should I eat and what foods should I avoid?  

C Should I exercise? If so, how, how often, when, and where? 

C When (ɀÔɯÚÐÊÒȮɯÚÏÖÜÓËɯ(ɯÚÌÌɯÈɯËÖÊÛÖÙȮɯÉÌÓÐÌÝÌɯ&ÖËȮɯÛÈÒÌɯÔÌËÐÊÐÕÌɯ

or natural supplements?  

C How should I manage my money? Should I make a budget? 



 

 

 

 

Should I save? Invest? If so, how and using what method? 

C What bank should I use? Should I use credit cards? Which and 

how often? 

C How should my spouse and I divide up the division of labor in 

ÖÜÙɯ ÏÖÜÚÌÏÖÓËȳɯ ȹ$ȭÎȭȮɯ ÞÏÖɀÚɯ ÎÖÐÕÎɯ ÛÖɯ ÊÜÛɯ ÛÏÌɯÎÙÈÚÚȮɯÞÈÚÏɯ ÛÏÌɯ

dishes, take out the garbage, etc.?)  

C Should I buy or lease a car? 

C What type of car and how many?  

 

 ChristianÚɯÏÈÝÌɯÎÖÕÌɯÉÖÕÒÌÙÚɯÛÙàÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÍÐÕËɯɁÛÏÌɯ×ÌÙÍÌÊÛɯÞÐÓÓɯÖÍɯ

&ÖËɂɯÐÕɯÛÏÌÚÌɯÔÈÛÛÌÙÚȭɯ ÕËɯÛÏÌàɯËÖÕɀÛɯÕÌÌËɯÛÖȭɯ(ɯÙÌ×ÌÈÛȯɯ ÚɯÓÖÕÎɯÈÚɯ

àÖÜɯÈÙÌɯÐÕɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÔÖÙÈÓɯÞÐÓÓȮɯÛÏÌɯÈÉÖÝÌɯËÌÊÐÚÐÖÕÚɯÈÙÌɯÓÌÍÛɯÛÖɯàÖÜÙɯ

choice. That statement alone should remove a load off your 

shoulders. 

 +ÌÛɀÚɯÛÈÒÌɯÛÏÌɯØÜÌÚÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯɁÞÏÐÊÏɯÑÖÉɯÚÏÖÜÓËɯ(ɯÛÈÒÌȳɂɯ ÕɯÐÓÓÌÎÈÓɯÑÖÉɯ

that would compromise your honesty would be outside of the 

parking lot. We can safely say that to make your career selling illegal 

ËÙÜÎÚɯÐÚɯÖÜÛÚÐËÌɯÖÍɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÞÐÓÓȮɯÍÖÙɯÐÕÚÛÈÕÊÌȭɯ!ÜÛɯÛhe many jobs that 

have no immoral implications associated with them are all within the 

parking lot. The choice as to which one to take is left to you.  

 Now that still leaves us with a question: By what criteria should 

we choose between parking spaces? Do we expect God to give us 

some special revelation on these matters? Or do we just throw up a 

coin and choose based upon which side the coin lands? 



 

 

 

 

 The Lord has not promised to give us special revelation on these 

non-moral issues. He has promised to lead us into His moral will, as 

we have already discussed. But when it comes to the plethora of non-

moral decisions that are constantly before us, He has given no such 

promise. It is for this reason that many Christians become frustrated 

ÞÐÛÏɯ &ÖËɯ ÞÏÌÕɯ 'Ìɯ ËÖÌÚÕɀÛɯprovide guidance on these issues. 

Remember the story of Jack.  

 

 Handling Objections  

 

 Ɂ!ÜÛɯ%ÙÈÕÒȮɯÞÏÈÛɯÈÉÖÜÛɯ/ÙÖÝÌÙÉÚɯƗȯƚɯÞÏÌÙÌɯÛÏÌɯ+ÖÙËɯÚÈàÚȮɯ

Acknowledge the Lord in all your ways, and He shall direct your paths?ɂ  

 The original Hebrew of that passage saàÚɯɁ'ÌɯÚÏÈÓÓɯÔÈÒÌɯàÖÜÙɯ

×ÈÛÏÚɯÚÔÖÖÛÏɯÖÙɯÚÛÙÈÐÎÏÛȭɂɯ3ÏÈÛɯÐÚɯÕÖÛɯÈɯ×ÙÖÔÐÚÌɯÛÏÈÛɯ&ÖËɯÞÐÓÓɯËÐÙÌÊÛɯ

you in every decision you will ever make. It is a promise that if you 

trust in your Lord instead of yourself, the Lord will make your paths 

smooth.  

 Ɂ!ÜÛɯÞÏÈÛɯÈÉÖut what God says in Isaiah 30:21, Your ears shall hear 

ÈɯÞÖÙËɯÉÌÏÐÕËɯàÖÜɯÚÈàÐÕÎȮɯȿ3ÏÐÚɯÐÚɯÛÏÌɯÞÈàȮɯÞÈÓÒɯÐÕɯÐÛȭɀɯ6ÏÌÕÌÝÌÙɯàÖÜɯÛÜÙÕɯ

to the right hand and whenever you turn to the left? 

 According to the context of this passage, Israel was in rebellion 

againsÛɯÛÏÌɯ+ÖÙËȭɯ2Öɯ&ÖËɯËÐÚÊÐ×ÓÐÕÌËɯ'ÐÚɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌɯÉàɯÎÐÝÐÕÎɯÛÏÌÔɯɁÛÏÌɯ

ÉÙÌÈËɯÖÍɯÈÍÍÓÐÊÛÐÖÕȮɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯÞÈÛÌÙɯÖÍɯÈËÝÌÙÚÐÛàɂɯȹ(ÚÈȭɯƗƔȯƖƔȺȭɯ3ÏÐÚɯ

discipline was to bring Israel back to the place where she would 




