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AUTHOR’S NOTE 

 

 The content of this book was given in the form of a spoken 

message that I delivered on December 11, 2005 in Gainesville, 

Florida. For this reason, the style of the book reflects the spoken form.  

 The influences on this little volume are too numerous to list. For 

the last twenty-ÍÐÝÌɯàÌÈÙÚȮɯÊÖÜÕÛÓÌÚÚɯÉÖÖÒÚɯÖÕɯɁ*ÕÖÞÐÕÎɯ&ÖËɀÚɯ6ÐÓÓɂɯ

have passed through my hands. Some were written at a popular 

level; others were theological treatises. I have gleaned from a number 

ÖÍɯ ÛÏÌÔȭɯ (ɀÝÌɯ ÈÓÚÖɯ Ö×ÛÌËɯ ÛÖɯ ÉÖÙÙÖÞɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÓÈÕÎÜÈÎÌɯ ÖÍɯ ÝÈÙÐÖÜÚɯ

ÛÏÌÖÓÖÎÐÈÕÚɯÐÕɯËÌÚÊÙÐÉÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯÛÞÖɯÔÈÐÕɯÛà×ÌÚɯÖÍɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÞÐÓÓȯɯ,ÖÙÈÓɯ

and Sovereign. 

 At bottom, this book is a synthesis of several conflicting positions 

ÖÕɯÛÏÌɯÚÜÉÑÌÊÛɯÖÍɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÞÐÓÓȭɯ-ÈÔÌÓàȮɯÛÏÌɯÔàÚÛÐÊÈÓɯȹ&ÖËɀÚɯÞÐÓÓɯÐÚɯ

ÒÕÖÞÕɯÖÕÓàɯÛÖɯÖÜÙɯÚ×ÐÙÐÛȺɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯÙÌÈÚÖÕÈÉÓÌɯȹ&ÖËɀÚɯÞÐÓÓɯÐÚɯÙÌÝÌÈÓÌËɯ

to our mind). More importantly, it is a discussion of how I have 

practically resolved the issue in my own walk with the Lord. 

 The last chapter was born out of the horrors of watching a number 

of Christian fellowships needlessly split. This chapter exposes what I 

believe to be the root and branches of many divisions in the Body and 

ÓÈàÚɯÏÖÓËɯÖÍɯ/ÈÜÓɀÚɯÞÈàɯÖÍɯÈÝÌrting them. 

 Because the message in this book proved so liberating to those 

who first heard it, it seemed good to me to have it transcribed and 



 

 

make available to the larger Body of Christ. With that said, I would 

like to thank Bo Hartmann, Mike Biggerstaff, and Frank Valdez for 

their all-too kind assistance. 

 

Frank Viola 

Gainesville, Florida 

January 2006 
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INTRODUCTION  

 

THE AGONY OVER GOD’S WILL 

 

Brethren, do not be children in understanding; however, in malice be 

babes, but in understanding be mature.  

 (1 Cor. 14:20, NKJV) 

 

              The following story is a conglomeration of several real stories 

of real people put into one fictitious character. 

          $ÕÛÌÙɯ)ÈÊÒɯ)ÖÕÌÚȭɯ'ÌɀÚɯÈɯÛÞÌÕÛà-two year old college student 

who has just finished his undergraduate degree at the University of 

Florida.  

Jack has just become a Christian. His conversion was 

dramatic. It was one of those conversions that utterly changed his life 

and turned him upside down. Jack is completely devoted to Jesus 

Christ. 

Jack begins attending a church in town. The pastor of his 

church is giving a series of sermons entitled, How to Know the Perfect 

Will of God for Your Life. Jack is present every Sunday morning taking 

ÊÖ×ÐÖÜÚɯÕÖÛÌÚɯÖÕɯÌÝÌÙàɯÞÖÙËȭɯ'ÌÙÌɀÚɯÞÏÈÛɯÛÏÌ pastor is teaching:  



 

 

 

God has an individual will for every individual believer. He has a 

detailed blueprint . . . a comprehensive road map for your  

ÓÐÍÌȭɯ(ÛɀÚɯÓÐÒÌɯÈɯÛÙÈÐÕɯÛÙÈÊÒȭɯ$ÈÊÏɯÛÙÈÊÒɯÙÌ×ÙÌÚÌÕÛÚɯÌÝÌÙàɯËÌÊÐÚÐÖÕɯàÖÜɯÞÐÓÓɯÌÝÌÙɯ

make.  

The wonderful thing is that God has promised to make His perfect 

will known to every believer. As a Christian, you have two main 

ÙÌÚ×ÖÕÚÐÉÐÓÐÛÐÌÚȭɯ.ÕÌɯÐÚɯÛÖɯËÐÚÊÖÝÌÙɯ&ÖËɀÚɯ×ÌÙÍÌÊÛɯÞÐÓÓɯÍÖÙɯàÖÜÙɯÓÐÍÌȭɯ3ÏÌɯÖÛÏÌÙɯ

is to follow it.  

If you follow it, you will have joy and peace in your life. If you 

ÔÐÚÚɯÐÛȮɯàÖÜɯÈÙÌɯÖÜÛÚÐËÌɯÖÍɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÞÐÓÓȮɯÈÕËɯÛÏÈÛɀÚɯÕÖÛɯÈɯÎÖÖËɯ×ÓÈÊÌɯÛÖɯÉÌȭɯ3ÏÌɯ

ÞÈàɯÛÏÈÛɯàÖÜɯÒÕÖÞɯ&ÖËɀÚɯ×ÌÙÍÌÊÛɯÞÐÓÓɯÐÚɯÉàɯÙÌÈËÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯ!ÐÉÓÌȭɯ!ÜÛɯÛÏÌÙÌɯÈÙÌɯ

many decisions that you will face that are not addressed in the Bible. 

In those cases you must look for outward signs and interpret those 

signs. These signs are like road signs on the highway of life. These signs will 

×ÖÐÕÛɯàÖÜɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯËÐÙÌÊÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÞÐÓÓȭɯ3ÏÌɯ+ÖÙËɯÞÐÓÓɯÈÓÚÖɯÓÌÈËɯàÖÜɯÉàɯ

inward impressions. By these two things you will know the perfect will of 

God for every decision you face.  

 

)ÈÊÒɯÐÚɯÛÏÙÐÓÓÌËɯÉàɯÛÏÌɯ×ÈÚÛÖÙɀÚɯÛÌÈÊÏÐÕÎȭɯ2ÖɯÏÌɯÓÈÜÕÊÏÌÚɯÖÍÍɯ

and begins to lay before God some of his personal decisions. 

)ÈÊÒɯÑÜÚÛɯÎÙÈËÜÈÛÌËɯÍÙÖÔɯÊÖÓÓÌÎÌȮɯÈÕËɯÏÌɀÚɯÈÓÞÈàÚɯËÌÚÐÙÌËɯÛÖɯ

get his Masters degree. The University of Florida does not offer a 

,ÈÚÛÌÙÚɯ ×ÙÖÎÙÈÔɯ ÍÖÙɯ )ÈÊÒɀÚɯ ÔÈÑÖÙȮɯ ÚÖɯ ÏÌɯ ÔÜÚÛɯ ÌÕÙÖÓÓɯ ÐÕɯ ÈÕÖÛÏÌÙɯ

school. Just before becoming a Christian, two schools accepted Jack 

into their Masters program. Florida State University and the 
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UniÝÌÙÚÐÛàɯÖÍɯ2ÖÜÛÏɯ%ÓÖÙÐËÈȭɯ!ÜÛɯÕÖÞɯÈÍÛÌÙɯÉÌÐÕÎɯÐÕÛÙÖËÜÊÌËɯÛÖɯɁÛÏÌɯ

×ÌÙÍÌÊÛɯÞÐÓÓɯÖÍɯ&ÖËȮɂɯ)ÈÊÒɯÍÌÌÓÚɯÊÖÔ×ÌÓÓÌËɯÛÖɯÉÙÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯËÌÊÐÚÐÖÕɯÉÌÍÖÙÌɯ

God.  

 ÕËɯÚÖɯÏÌɯ×ÙÈàÚȭɯɁ+ÖÙËȮɂɯ)ÈÊÒɯÙÌÝÌÙÌÕÛÓàɯÈÚÒÚȮɯɁÞÏÐÊÏɯÚÊÏÖÖÓɯ

ËÖɯàÖÜɯÞÈÕÛɯÔÌɯÛÖɯÈÛÛÌÕËȳɯ!ÖÛÏɯÏÈÝÌɯÈÊÊÌ×ÛÌËɯÔÌȭɂɯ)Èck spends 

several days praying and asking the Lord to show him what His will 

is in the matter. The days go by.  

)ÈÊÒɯÐÚɯÚÌÌÒÐÕÎɯÐÕÞÈÙËɯÐÔ×ÙÌÚÚÐÖÕÚȭɯ'ÌɀÚɯÙÌÈËÐÕÎɯÏÐÚɯ!ÐÉÓÌȭɯ

'ÌɀÚɯÓÖÖÒÐÕÎɯÍÖÙɯÚÐÎÕÚȭɯ2ÌÝÌÙÈÓɯÞÌÌÒÚɯ×ÈÚÚȮɯÈÕËɯ)ÈÊÒɯÐÚɯÕÖÛɯÚÜÙÌɯÞÏÐÊÏɯ

option to take. God has not revealed anything to him. He feels the 

pressure because the deadline is approaching his door. Jack must 

ÔÈÒÌɯÈɯËÌÊÐÚÐÖÕɯØÜÐÊÒÓàȭɯ!ÜÛɯÏÌɀÚɯÍÙÜÚÛÙÈÛÌËɯÉÌÊÈÜÚÌɯ&ÖËɯÏÈÚɯÕÖÛɯ

revealed His will.  

Under the pressure of time, Jack ends up deciding on Florida 

State. But with that decision comes fear and guilt. He is afraid that he 

ÔÈàɯÏÈÝÌɯÔÐÚÚÌËɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÞÐÓÓȭɯ'ÌɯÍÌÌÓÚɯÎÜÐÓÛàɯÉÌÊÈÜÚÌɯÏÌɯÉÌÓÐÌÝÌÚɯÛÏÈÛɯ

if he were more spiritual, the Lord would have shown him His will in 

this decision . . . just like He shows His will to all the other Christians 

ÐÕɯÏÐÚɯÊÏÜÙÊÏɯÞÏÖɯÎÐÝÌɯÛÌÚÛÐÔÖÕÐÌÚɯÌÝÌÙàɯ2ÜÕËÈàɯÈÉÖÜÛɯ&ÖËɀÚɯËÐÙÌÊÛɯ

leading in their lives. 

)ÈÊÒɯÍÌÌÓÚɯÓÐÒÌɯÛÏÌÙÌɀÚɯÚÖÔÌÛÏÐÕÎɯÞÙÖÕÎɯÞÐÛÏɯÏÐÔȭɯ'ÌɯÔÜÚÛɯ

be disobeying God in some way. God must not be happy with him 

for sÖÔÌɯÙÌÈÚÖÕȭɯ)ÈÊÒɯÐÚɯÜÕÚÌÛÛÓÌËɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÏÐÚɯÊÏÖÐÊÌȭɯ!ÜÛɯÏÌɯËÖÌÚÕɀÛɯ

know what else to do about it. 

In his first year at Florida State, Jack gets involved with an 
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on-campus Christian organization where he meets a young lady. He 

ÐÚɯÝÌÙàɯÍÖÕËɯÖÍɯÏÌÙȮɯÈÕËɯÚÏÌɀÚɯÝÌÙy fond of him. Her name is Sarah, 

and she and Jack spend a lot of time together. The more he gets to 

know Sarah, the more he likes her.  

Sarah has everything that Jack has been looking for in a girl 

ÌÝÌÙɯÚÐÕÊÌɯÏÌɯÞÈÚɯÈɯÛÌÌÕȭɯ2ÏÌɀÚɯÝÌÙàɯÐÕÛÌÓÓÐÎÌÕÛȭɯ2ÏÌɯÏÈÚ sharp wit and 

a great sense of humor. She has a good head on her shoulders, and 

ÚÏÌɀÚɯÚÛÙÐÒÐÕÎÓàɯÈÛÛÙÈÊÛÐÝÌȭɯ6ÏÈÛɯÐÚɯÔÖÙÌȮɯÚÏÌɯÐÚɯÈɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛÐÈÕɯÞÏÖɯÐÚɯ

deeply committed to the Lord. Sarah and Jack have many of the same 

interests, and they are the best of friends.  

)ÈÊÒɯÉÌÎÐÕÚɯÉÙÐÕÎÐÕÎɯÏÌÙɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ+ÖÙËɯÛÖɯÚÌÌɯÐÍɯÐÛɯÐÚɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÞÐÓÓɯ

ÍÖÙɯÏÐÔɯÛÖɯ×ÜÙÚÜÌɯÈɯÙÌÓÈÛÐÖÕÚÏÐ×ɯÞÐÛÏɯÏÌÙȭɯ2ÐÕÊÌɯÛÏÌɯ!ÐÉÓÌɯËÖÌÚÕɀÛɯÛÌÓÓɯ

him whether or not to date Sarah, he begins looking for inward 

impressions and outward signs. 

On his way to school one day, Jack turns on the radio. He 

tunes into a Christian radio station and hears a preacher talk about 

how God will often demand us to let go of the things that we love.  

(ÔÔÌËÐÈÛÌÓàɯ )ÈÊÒɯ ÛÏÐÕÒÚȮɯ Ɂ,ÈàÉÌɯ &ÖËɯ ÐÚɯ ÛÈÓÒÐÕÎɯ ÛÖɯ ÔÌȵɯ

Maybe this is a sign from 'ÐÔȭɂɯ ɯÍÌÞɯËÈàÚɯÓÈÛÌÙȮɯ)ÈÊÒɯÐÚɯÍÓÐ××ÐÕÎɯ

through the TV channels late at night, and he stumbles upon a 

television evangelist. The evangelist is delivering a sermon on how 

&ÖËɯËÖÌÚÕɀÛɯÈÓÞÈàÚɯÎÐÝÌɯÜÚɯÛÏÌɯËÌÚÐÙÌÚɯÖÍɯÖÜÙɯÏÌÈÙÛȭɯ ÕËɯÞÌɯÔÜÚÛɯÉÌɯ

willing to accept His will when it crosses our desires.  

Troubled by this sermon, Jack falls asleep thinking that God 

may be telling him to not pursue Sarah. That very night, Jack has an 
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interesting dream. He dreams that Sarah is no longer interested in 

him. In the dream, he is married to a young woman named Jill who is 

part of his church. (Jack barely knows Jill.) The next morning, Jack 

ÛÏÐÕÒÚɯÛÖɯÏÐÔÚÌÓÍȮɯɁ&ÖËɯ×ÙÖÉÈÉÓàɯËÖÌÚÕɀÛɯÞÈÕÛɯÔÌɯÛÖɯÉÌɯÞÐÛÏɯ2ÈÙÈÏȭɯ

That would be just too good. Sarah has got everything I want. The 

+ÖÙËɀÚɯÞÈàɯÐÚɯÏÈÙËȭɯ(ÛɀÚɯÛÏÌɯÞÈàɯÖÍɯÚÜÍÍÌÙÐÕÎɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯÊÙÖÚÚȭɯ(ɯÛÏÐÕÒɯÛÏÌɯ

+ÖÙËɀÚɯÞÐÓÓɯÐÚɯÛÏÈÛɯ(ɯÎÌÛɯÛÖɯÒÕÖÞɯ)ÐÓÓȭɂ 

On the heels of this dream, Jack begins spending less and 

less time with Sarah. And he begins making attempts at getting to 

know Jill.  

Interestingly, Jack is not attracted to Jill at all. But he figures 

ÛÏÈÛɯÐÍɯÐÛɀÚɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÞÐÓÓɯÍÖÙɯÏÐÔɯÛÖɯÔÈÙÙàɯÏÌÙɭas the dream seemed to 

indicateɭhe will eventually fall in love with her. 

The weeks go by. The months go by. Jack finds it quite 

difficult to get to know Jill, though he is trying. She often drives 

home on weekends, which is a two-hour drive. And she often misses 

church . . . the main place where Jack talks to her.  

Six months go by, and Jack hardly ever talks to Sarah 

anymore. She no longer attends the Christian organization where 

)ÈÊÒɯÔÌÛɯÏÌÙȮɯÈÕËɯÏÌɯÙÈÙÌÓàɯÉÜÔ×ÚɯÐÕÛÖɯÏÌÙɯÈÛɯÚÊÏÖÖÓȭɯ3ÏÌàɀÝÌɯÎÖÕÌɯ

their separate ways. 

Jack finally spends some quality time with Jill. But he still 

has no physical attraction to her. 

As this is happening, another drama unfolds. )ÈÊÒɀÚɯÜÕÊÓÌɯ

2ÈÔɯÐÚɯÈɯÞÌÈÓÛÏàɯÉÜÚÐÕÌÚÚÔÈÕȭɯ(ÕɯÍÈÊÛȮɯÏÌɀÚɯÈɯÔÜÓÛÐ-millionaire. Sam 
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has a reputation of always making sharp decisions in business 

ÈËÝÌÕÛÜÙÌÚȭɯ3ÏÈÛɀÚɯÏÖÞɯÏÌɯÔÈËÌɯÏÐÚɯÔÖÕÌàȭ 

2ÈÔɯÈ××ÙÖÈÊÏÌÚɯÏÐÚɯàÖÜÕÎɯÕÌ×ÏÌÞɯÚÈàÐÕÎȮɯɁ(ɀÝÌɯÎÖÛɯÈɯÎÙÌÈÛɯ

opportunity ÍÖÙɯàÖÜȮɯ)ÈÊÒȭɯ3ÏÌÙÌɀÚɯÓÐÛÛÓÌɯÙÐÚÒɯÛÖɯàÖÜȭɯ8ÖÜɯÊÈÕɀÛɯÓÖÚÌɯ

anything significant. But if you join with me in this new business 

ÈËÝÌÕÛÜÙÌɯ(ɀÝÌɯÜÕËÌÙÛÈÒÌÕȮɯàÖÜɯÝÌÙàɯÞÌÓÓɯÊÖÜÓËɯÔÈÒÌɯÌÕÖÜÎÏɯÔÖÕÌàɯ

ÞÐÛÏÐÕɯÈɯàÌÈÙɯÛÖɯ×ÈàɯÖÍÍɯàÖÜÙɯÌÕÛÐÙÌɯÚÊÏÖÖÓɯËÌÉÛȭɯ8ÖÜɀÝÌɯÎÖÛɯÛÞÖɯ

wÌÌÒÚɯÛÖɯËÌÊÐËÌɯÖÕɯÐÛȭɂɯ 

As is his custom, Jack brings this job opportunity to God 

ÐÔÔÌËÐÈÛÌÓàȭɯ'ÌɯÞÈÐÛÚɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯ+ÖÙËɀÚɯÎÜÐËÈÕÊÌɯÈÕËɯÌÝÌÕɯÍÈÚÛÚɯÈÕɯ

entire day to get His will on this matter. Two weeks go by, and Jack 

has not received any direction at all. He has no inward impression, 

and there have been no outward signs. He is just as unclear as he was 

when he was first approached by his uncle. 

Sam calls and asks Jack about his decision. Jack tells him, 

Ɂ4ÕÊÓÌɯ2ÈÔȮɯ(ɯÏÈÝÌɯÛÖɯÉÌɯÏÖÕÌÚÛɯÞÐÛÏɯàÖÜȭɯ(ɀÔɯÈɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛÐÈÕ now, and I 

ÚÜÉÔÐÛɯÈÓÓɯÖÍɯÔàɯËÌÊÐÚÐÖÕÚɯÛÖɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÞÐÓÓȭɯ'ÌɯÏÈÚɯÕÖÛɯÚÏÖÞÕɯÔÌɯ

ÈÕàÛÏÐÕÎɯÖÕɯÛÏÐÚɯÚÖɯ(ɀÔɯÎÖÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÏÈÝÌɯÛÖɯ×ÈÚÚȭɂɯ2ÈÔɯÈÊÊÌ×ÛÚɯÛÏÌɯ

decision. Jack continues his studies at school.  

It has been nine months since he first met Sarah. And this is 

what has happened. He discovers that Sarah is now engaged. His 

heart drops when he finds this out. To make matters worse, he learns 

that Jill is not even a Christian! And she has just reunited with her old 

high school boyfriend who lives in her home town. (Part of Jack feels 

relieved by this news because he was never attracted to her.) 
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!ÜÛɯÏÌÙÌɯÐÚɯÛÏÌɯÊÓÐÕÊÏÌÙȭɯ)ÈÊÒɀÚɯÍÈÛÏÌÙɯÊÈÓÓÚɯÈÕËɯÚÈàÚȮɯɁ3ÏÐÚɯÐÚɯ

going to hurt, son. But I do think you need to know. Your Uncle has 

made $70,000 over the last month. Half of that money would have 

ÉÌÌÕɯÎÐÝÌÕɯÛÖɯàÖÜɯÐÍɯàÖÜɯÞÖÜÓËɯÏÈÝÌɯÎÖÕÌɯÐÕÛÖɯÉÜÚÐÕÌÚÚɯÞÐÛÏɯÏÐÔȭɂ 

)ÈÊÒɯ ÐÚɯ ÚÛÜÕÕÌËȭɯ 'ÌɀÚɯ ÊÖÕÍÜÚÌËȭɯ 'Ìɯ ÉÌÎÐÕÚɯ ÛÖɯ ÉÈÛÛÓÌɯ ÛÞÖɯ

ÊÖÕÍÓÐÊÛÐÕÎɯÛÏÖÜÎÏÛÚȭɯ.ÕÌɯÐÚɯÛÏÈÛɯ&ÖËɯËÖÌÚÕɀÛɯÙÌÈÓÓàɯÊÈÙÌɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÏÐÔȭɯ

The other is that he may not really be a Christian after all. He begins 

questioning his entire relationship with God.  

6ÏÈÛɯÏÐÚɯ×ÈÚÛÖÙɯÛÈÜÎÏÛɯÏÐÔɯÑÜÚÛɯËÖÌÚÕɀÛɯÚÌÌÔɯÛÖɯÉÌɯÞÖÙÒÐÕÎɯ

in his life. It seems to work for others, but not for Jack. He has spent 

ÔÈÕàɯÕÐÎÏÛÚɯÈÎÖÕÐáÐÕÎɯÖÝÌÙɯ&ÖËɀÚɯ×ÌÙÍÌÊÛɯÞÐÓÓɯÍÖÙɯÏÐÚɯlife. And he has 

ÓÐÝÌËɯÈÓÔÖÚÛɯËÈÐÓàɯÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÌɯÏÈÜÕÛÐÕÎɯØÜÌÚÛÐÖÕȮɯɁ Ôɯ(ɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÊÌÕÛÌÙɯÖÍɯ

&ÖËɀÚɯÞÐÓÓȮɯÖÙɯÏÈÝÌɯ(ɯÔÐÚÚÌËɯÐÛȳɂɯ 

In short, Jack sinks into depression. 

A week passes. One day while driving to the supermarket, 

Jack flips through the channels on his car radio. He is suddenly 

arrested by a preacher who is delivering a message. The message is 

about discovering the will of God. Jack ends up listening to the 

message for twenty minutes. The effect?  

It profoundly rocks his world!  

When the message is over, Jack parks his car off the side of 

the road. He takes his hands off the wheel and leans back in his seat. 

He is astounded. With mouth slightly open, Jack feels as though 3,000 

lbs. have just been lifted from his shoulders. In quick reverse, his 

mind begins to replay the last nine months of his life. Everything 
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ÚÜËËÌÕÓàɯÉÌÊÖÔÌÚɯÊÓÌÈÙȭɯ)ÈÊÒɀÚɯÌàÌÚɯÉÌÎÐÕɯÛÖɯÛÌÈÙɯÜ×ɯÈÚɯÏÌɯÔÜÛÛÌÙÚɯ

ÜÕËÌÙɯÏÐÚɯÉÙÌÈÛÏȮɯɁ(ɯÜÕËÌÙÚÛÈÕËɯÕÖÞȭɯ8ÖÜɯÙÌÈÓÓàɯËÖɯÓÖÝÌɯÔÌȮɯ+ÖÙËȭɂɯ 

)ÈÊÒɯÏÈÚɯÑÜÚÛɯÉÌÌÕɯÎÐÝÌÕɯÈɯÉÙÈÕËɯÕÌÞɯÝÐÌÞɯÖÍɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÞÐÓÓȭɯ

And that view has utterly and completely set him free. His life will 

never be the same. 

Now why did I tell you that story? For one reason.  

It is because that which Jack heard that day is the very 

message I wish to share with you now. 
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 CHAPTER 1 

 

 GETTING  STUCK ON A TRAIN TRACK  

 

 I would like to take dead aim at a doctrine that is very popular 

among Christians today. It is the doctrine that teaches that God has a 

wonderful, detailed plan for your life. He has a perfect will for every 

individual Christian that encompasses every decision they will ever 

make.  

 3ÏÈÛɯ×ÌÙÍÌÊÛɯÞÐÓÓɯÐÚɯÓÐÒÌɯÈɯÛÙÈÐÕɯÛÙÈÊÒȭɯ(ÍɯàÖÜɯÔÐÚÚɯ&ÖËɀÚɯ×ÌÙÍÌÊÛɯÞÐÓÓȮɯ

you are going to end up in a really bad place. The way that you 

ËÐÚÊÖÝÌÙɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÞÐÓÓɯÐÚɯÉàɯÙÌÈËÐÕÎɯàÖÜÙɯ!ÐÉÓÌȮɯÍÖÓÓÖÞÐÕÎɯÐÕÞÈÙËɯ

im×ÙÌÚÚÐÖÕÚɯȹÜÚÜÈÓÓàɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÍÖÙÔɯÖÍɯɁÊÏÌÊÒÚɂɯÖÙɯɁÚÛÐÙÙÐÕÎÚɂȺȮɯÈÕËɯ

decoding outward signs.  

I challenge this idea on several counts. 

First of all, you cannot find Biblical support for this doctrine. 

The idea that God has a unique, detailed, prescribed plan for every 

individual believer does not exist in Scripture. 

The phrase, the will of God, is used in four different senses 

throughout the Bible. They are as follows (see the Appendix for 

 



 

 

Scripture references): 

 

1. &ÖËɀÚɯ$ÛÌÙÕÈÓɯ6ÐÓÓȭɯ3ÏÐÚɯÐÚɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÊÌÕÛÙÈÓȮɯÈÓÓ-consuming and 

all-governing will. It is His central goal and ultimate intention. It is 

that which governs all of His activities. Paul refers to it as the eternal 

purpose (Eph. 3:11). God has a single will that drives Him to do 

ÌÝÌÙàÛÏÐÕÎɯÛÏÈÛɯ'ÌɯËÖÌÚȭɯ(Ûɀs the ultimate goal of creation and 

redemption. It is the one will that stands behind the universe.  

God hid His will for ages. He shrouded it in a mystery, and 

He hid it in His Son. The Almighty chose not to reveal it to any 

creature, including His holy angels. Instead, the Lord in His good 

mercies waited. He waited for ages. And what did He wait for? He 

waited until a unique vessel was born whom He would grant the 

unique privilege to know and live in the divulged secret of His own 

heart. That vessel is the church, and it includes you and me!  

The very mystery of the ages . . . His eternal purpose . . . His 

ÜÓÛÐÔÈÛÌɯ×ÓÈÕɯȭɯȭɯȭɯɁÛÏÌɯÔàÚÛÌÙàɯÖÍɯ'ÐÚɯÞÐÓÓɂɯÞÈÚɯÎÐÝÌÕɯÛÖɯ/ÈÜÓɯÖÍɯ

3ÈÙÚÜÚɯÛÖɯËÐÚÊÏÈÙÎÌɯÛÖɯ&ÖËɀÚɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌɯÐÕɯÛÏÐÚɯÈÎÌȵɯ6ÏÈÛɯÈɯÛÙÌÔÌÕËÖÜÚɯ

privilege and honor that we as Christians have. We have been given 

the privilege both to know and live in the mystery of creation and the 

will behind it all. (For a detailed discussion on the eternal purpose, 

see my book Rethinking the Wineskin, Chapter 7.)  

 

2. &ÖËɀÚɯ2ÖÝÌÙeign Will. 3ÏÐÚɯÐÚɯÈÓÚÖɯÊÈÓÓÌËɯ&ÖËɀÚɯɁ×ÌÙÔÐÚÚÐÝÌɯ

ÞÐÓÓȭɂɯ3ÏÐÚɯÞÐÓÓɯÐÚɯÏÐËËÌÕɯÍÙÖÔɯÔÈÕȭɯ6ÏÈÛÌÝÌÙɯ&ÖËɯËÖÌÚɯÖÙɯÈÓÓÖÞÚɯÐÚɯ

His sovereign will. God is omnipotent, meaning, He is all-powerful. 



 

 

He can do anything that is capable of being done. But God is also 

omnisÊÐÌÕÛȮɯÔÌÈÕÐÕÎȮɯ'ÌɀÚɯÈÓÓ-knowing. He knows everything before, 

during, and after it happens.  

2ÖɯÓÌÛɀÚɯÎÖɯÉÈÊÒɯÛÖɯÌÛÌÙÕÐÛàɯ×ÈÚÛȭɯ.ÜÙɯÈÓÓ-knowing God sees 

into the future before He creates the universe. Every event unfolds 

before His eyes. He sees every act that every human being will ever 

commit. He is also all-powerful, which means He can change 

anything He sees before it happens. 

So if I lose a button from my shirt tomorrow, God saw it in 

eternity past. But He also had the power to change this event before it 

happened. Consequently, because God is omniscient (He knows all 

things, including future events) and He is omnipotent (He can 

change what He sees), then the loss of my button was His sovereign 

will.  

&ÖËɀÚɯÖÔÕÐÚÊÐÌÕÊÌɯÊÖÜ×ÓÌËɯÞÐÛÏɯ'ÐÚɯÖÔÕÐ×ÖÛÌÕÊÌɯÔÌÈÕÚ 

that He predetermines everything that happens. This is His sovereign 

or permissive will. Did you follow that? 

How can you know the sovereign will of God? You can 

know slices of it only if He reveals it to you supernaturally. 

Otherwise, read a history book! If the history book is accurate, you 

have just discovered the sovereign will of God in the past. 

So God is sovereign. If something happens, it is His will 

because He saw it and allowed it.  

 

3. &ÖËɀÚɯ,ÖÙÈÓɯ6ÐÓÓȭɯ3ÏÐÚɯÐÚɯÈÓÚÖɯÊÈÓÓÌËɯ&ÖËɀÚɯɁ×ÌÙÍÌÊÛɯÞÐÓÓȭɂɯIt 

ÐÚɯ'ÐÚɯËÌÚÐÙÌËɯÞÐÓÓɯÈÚɯÐÛɯ×ÌÙÛÈÐÕÚɯÛÖɯÔÈÕɀÚɯÉÌÏÈÝÐÖÙȭɯ6ÏÐÓÌɯ&ÖËɀÚɯ



 

 

ÚÖÝÌÙÌÐÎÕɯÞÐÓÓɯÐÚɯÏÐËËÌÕɯÍÙÖÔɯÜÚȮɯ'ÐÚɯÔÖÙÈÓɯÞÐÓÓɯÐÚɯÙÌÝÌÈÓÌËȭɯ&ÖËɀÚɯ

moral will relates to how He wishes for human beings to conduct 

themselves. His moral will applies to every person in the same way. 

For instance, the Scripture says that God is not willing that anyone 

ÚÏÖÜÓËɯ×ÌÙÐÚÏȮɯÉÜÛɯÛÏÈÛɯÈÓÓɯÞÖÜÓËɯÙÌÊÌÐÝÌɯÌÛÌÙÕÈÓɯÓÐÍÌȭɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÔÖÙÈÓɯÈÕËɯ

perfect will is that all people come to His Son. But His sovereign or 

permissive will allows them to reject Him. 

 

4. &ÖËɀÚɯ6ÐÓÓɯÐÕɯ#ÐÚ×ÌÙÚÐÕÎɯ'ÐÚɯ&ÐÍÛÚɯÈÕËɯ"ÈÓÓÐÕÎÚɯÐÕɯ'ÐÚɯ"ÏÜÙÊÏȭɯ

Because Jesus Christ is Head of His church, He has willed the place 

that the members of His Body will occupy. The Lord distributes His 

callings and gifts to the members of His Body according to His will. 

Because each believer is a different member of His Body (some are 

hands, some are feet, etc.ɭ1 Cor. 12), His will concerning gifts and 

callings differs from person to person. For this reason, Paul would 

ÖÍÛÌÕɯÚÈàɯÛÏÈÛɯÏÌɯÞÈÚɯɁÈÕɯÈpostle according to the will of Godȭɂɯ 

Not every Christian has the same gift or calling. Each 

member of the Body is given a different calling and gift according to 

&ÖËɀÚɯÞÐÓÓȭɯ%ÜÙÛÏÌÙȮɯÛÏÌɯ+ÖÙËɯÞÐÓÓɯÖÍÛÌÕɯËÐÙÌÊÛɯ'ÐÚɯÚÌÙÝÈÕÛÚɯÞÐÛÏɯ

respect to His work. A veràɯÓÈÙÎÌɯ×ÈÙÛɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ2×ÐÙÐÛɀÚɯÓÌÈËÐÕÎɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÓÐÍÌɯ

of Jesus and the apostles (Paul included) was on this score. It had to 

do with ministry. 

 

These are the four uses of the phrase will of God in the 

Scriptures. I challenge you to look at the Scriptures in the Appendix. 

If you read each of them in context, you will discover that the phrase 



 

 

the will of God never refers to a specific, individual plan that differs 

from Christian to Christian. To put it another way, the doctrine that 

God has a detailed plan for your life which encompasses every 

decision you will ever make has no Biblical basis. 

 

 The Doctrine is Unlivable  

 

This doctrine is also unlivable. While it can be believed and 

taught, it simply cannot be lived out. I have yet to meet a person who 

actually lives this teaching. May I call to witness the events of your 

life this morning. 

 Upon waking, you decided if you were going to get 

out of bed or snooze. You may have decided what you would do 

while lying in bed. You then decided which side of the bed you 

would throw your legs over.  

You then decided what you would do as soon as you got out 

of bed. Maybe it was to go into the bathroom and brush your teeth. 

Maybe it was to take a shower or a bath. Maybe it was to walk into 

another room and fellowship with the Lord. You made some 

decision. If you took a shower, you decided whether or not to 

shampoo your hair . . . whether or not to shave. You then decided 

what side of your body you would wash first. 

You then decided when you would get dressed. And in so 

doing, you decided what to wear. You also decided which sock to put 

on first . . . if indeed you chose to wear socks. You then decided 

which shoes to wear. And in so doing, you decided which shoe to put 



 

 

on first. 

Then you decided whether or not to eat breakfast. If you did 

eat, you decided where you would eat, what you would eat, and how 

you would prepare the food. If you went out to eat, you decided 

where you would go, what seat you sat in, what you would order, 

and how you would order it. You decided exactly how much to tip 

the waitress or waiter.  

Point: You made countless decisions this morning. 

Now, I would like to propose that none of you asked the 

Lord to show you His will for every decision that I just mentioned. 

 ÕËɯÐÍɯàÖÜɯÛÌÓÓɯÔÌȮɯɁ!ÙÖÛÏÌÙɯ%ÙÈÕÒȮɯÛÏÌɯ+ÖÙËɯÎuided me on every 

ËÌÊÐÚÐÖÕɯàÖÜɯÑÜÚÛɯÚÛÈÛÌËɯȭɯȭɯȭɯ(ɀÝÌɯÊÖÕÚÜÓÛÌËɯ&ÖËɯÈÉÖÜÛɯ'ÐÚɯÞÐÓÓɯÉÌÍÖÙÌɯ(ɯ

made every one of those decisions, and the Spirit led me into which 

ÊÏÖÐÊÌɯÛÖɯÔÈÒÌɯÍÖÙɯÈÓÓɯÖÍɯÛÏÌÔȮɂɯÛÏÌÕɯ(ɯÏÈÝÌɯÉÜÛɯÖÕÌɯÙÌÚ×ÖÕÚÌɯÍÖÙɯàÖÜȭɯ 

You need to be admitted to the skull ranch immediately 

because your head is not screwed on straight. In addition, you have a 

problem telling the truth. My point is that this doctrine is simply not 

livable.  

 

 The Doctrine Encourages Immaturity  

 

I grew up with the train track view ÖÍɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÞÐÓÓɯÍÖÙɯÔÖÚÛɯÖÍɯ

my Christian life. My observation is that it encourages gross 

ÐÔÔÈÛÜÙÐÛàȭɯ(ɀÝÌɯÞÈÛÊÏÌËɯÔÈÕàɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛÐÈÕɯÉÙÖÛÏÌÙÚɯÈÕËɯÚÐÚÛÌÙÚɯÞÏÖɯ

followed this doctrine make some of the most foolish and bizarre 

decisions. I could hear some of them now. 



 

 

Ɂ!ÙÖÛÏÌÙɯ%ÙÈÕÒȮɯ(ɯÞÈÚɯÖÜÛÚÐËÌɯÚÐÛÛÐÕÎɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÚÜÕȮɯ

contemplating a decision before God. And then, lo and behold, I saw 

a twig move, and I knew that God was giving me a sign to do thus 

ÈÕËɯÚÖȭɂɯ 

The belief that God has an individual will for your life that 

you must discover has also caused many Christians to put out 

ÍÓÌÌÊÌÚȭɯ(ɀÝÌɯÉÌÌÕɯÎÜÐÓÛàɯÖÍɯÛÏÐÚɯÔàÚÌÓÍɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ×ÈÚÛȭɯ(ɯÚÖÖÕɯËÐÚÊÖÝÌÙÌËɯ

that this is not a New Covenant practice. In fact, it only happened 

once in the Old Testament. And the conditions were drastically 

different from the way that Christians utilize the fleece today. (If you 

ËÖÕɀÛɯÒÕÖÞɯÞÏÈÛɯɁ×ÜÛÛÐÕÎɯÖÜÛɯÈɯÍÓÌÌÊÌɂɯÐÚȮɯÙÌÈËɯ)ÜËÎÌÚɯƚȭȺ 

Casting lots (which was never practiced after the Holy Spirit 

ËÌÚÊÌÕËÌËɯÈÛɯ/ÌÕÛÌÊÖÚÛȺȮɯ×ÓÈàÐÕÎɯɁ!ÐÉÓÌɯ1ÖÜÓÌÛÛÌɂɯ(flipping the pages, 

stopping, and randomly sticking your finger on a sentence to 

ËÐÚÊÖÝÌÙɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÞÐÓÓɯÍÖÙɯàÖÜÙɯÓÐÍÌȺɯÈÙÌɯÈÓÓɯÝÌÙàɯÐÔÔÈÛÜÙÌɯÈÕËɯÍÖÖÓÐÚÏɯ

ways of trying to ascertain the will of God in a decision. 

(ÕɯÚÏÖÙÛȮɯ(ɀÝÌɯÞÈÛÊÏÌËɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛÐÈÕÚɯÔÈÒÌɯÚÖÔÌɯÖÍ the dumbest 

mistakes in their lives by trying to interpret inward impressions and 

decode outward signs. And I will shamelessly admit that I have been 

guilty of this as well. 

 

 The Doctrine Engenders False Guilt, Fear,  

 Doubt, and Confusion  

 

The train track view engenders false guilt, fear, doubt, and 

ÊÖÕÍÜÚÐÖÕɯÞÏÌÕɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÞÐÓÓɯÐÚɯÕÖÛɯÊÓÌÈÙÓàɯÒÕÖÞÕȭɯ(ɯÏÈÝÌɯÔÌÛɯÔÈÕàɯÈɯ



 

 

Christian who suffered from a chronic hangover of guilt because they 

ÍÌÓÛɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌàɯÔÐÚÚÌËɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÞÐÓÓɯÐÕɯÔÈÒÐÕÎɯÈɯ×ÌÙÚÖÕÈÓɯËÌÊÐÚÐÖÕȭɯ 

Jack was ËÖÔÐÕÈÛÌËɯÞÐÛÏɯÎÜÐÓÛɯÉÌÊÈÜÚÌɯÏÌɯÊÖÜÓËÕɀÛɯËÐÚÊÖÝÌÙɯ

&ÖËɀÚɯÞÐÓÓɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÊÖÓÓÌÎÌɯÛÖɯÈÛÛÌÕËȭɯ3ÏÐÚɯËÖÊÛÙÐÕÌɯÉÙÌÌËÚɯÍÈÓÚÌɯ

guilt that one is not spiritual enough to receive clear guidance on 

every decision. It produces fear that one may have missed the will of 

God. It creates confusion when one thinks they received a sign or 

inward impression, only to find out later that the particular sign or 

ÐÔ×ÙÌÚÚÐÖÕɯËÐËÕɀÛɯÊÖÔÌɯÍÙÖÔɯ&ÖËɯÈÛɯÈÓÓȭɯ3ÏÐÚɯËÖÊÛÙÐÕÌɯÈÓÚÖɯÚ×ÈÞÕÚɯ

ËÖÜÉÛɯÐÕɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÓÖÝÌɯÈÕËɯ'ÐÚɯ×ÙÖÔÐÚÌɯÛÖɯ×ÙÖÝÐËÌɯÍÖÙɯÈnd take care of 

His children. 

Regrettably, I have watched some Christians shipwreck their 

ÍÈÐÛÏɯÖÝÌÙɯÛÏÐÚɯÐÚÚÜÌȭɯ(ɀÝÌɯÞÈÛÊÏÌËɯÛÏÌÔɯÈÎÖÕÐáÌɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ×ÖÐÕÛɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌàɯ

question their salvation. They conclude that if they were saved, God 

would supernaturally show them what they were to do in every 

circumstance.  

-ÖÞɯ(ɯÞÈÕÛɯàÖÜɯÛÖɯÎÌÛɯÊÓÌÈÙɯÖÕɯÚÖÔÌÛÏÐÕÎȭɯ(ɀÔɯÎÖÐÕÎɯÛÖɯ

speak a little about sin in an effort to set many of you free from false 

guilt. According to the New Testament, sin is the transgression of the 

Law (1 )ÖÏÕɯƗȯƘȺȭɯ(ÍɯàÖÜɯÝÐÖÓÈÛÌɯ&ÖËɀÚɯ+ÈÞȮɯàÖÜɯÏÈÝÌɯÚÐÕÕÌËȭɯ What 

ÚÈÐÛÏɯ&ÖËɀÚɯ+ÈÞȳɯɁ3ÏÖÜɯÚÏÈÓÓɯÕÖÛɯÚÛÌÈÓȭɂɯ(Íɯ(ɯÚÛÌÈÓɯàÖÜÙɯÓÜÕÊÏɯÉÖßȮɯ(ɯ

have committed a sin. The Lord Jesus Christ told us that the entire 

Law . . . all 613 rules . . . is covered by one precept (Matt. 7:12; 22:36-

40). Paul also echoes the Lord and so does James (Rom. 13:8-10; James 

2:8). John speaks right in line with it as well (1 John 1-5). 

The Lord said that love fulfills the whole Law. It fulfills all of 



 

 

it. What is love? Love is the very nature of God. Our God, in His 

essence, is love. Love is benefiting others at the expense of oneself. 

The greatest demonstration of love is the cross of our Lord. 

+ÖÝÌɯÍÜÓÍÐÓÓÚɯÈÓÓɯÖÍɯ&ÖËɀÚɯËÌÔÈÕËÚȭɯ-ÖÞȮɯÚÐÕɯÐÚɯÛÏÌɯ

transgression of the Law. Consequently, if you walk in love, you 

ÊÈÕÕÖÛɯÚÐÕȭɯ6Ïàȳɯ!ÌÊÈÜÚÌɯÓÖÝÌɯÍÜÓÍÐÓÓÚɯÛÏÌɯ+ÈÞȭɯ(Íɯ(ɯÓÖÝÌɯàÖÜȮɯ(ɀÔɯÕÖÛɯ

ÎÖÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÚÛÌÈÓɯÍÙÖÔɯàÖÜȭɯ(Íɯ(ɯÓÖÝÌɯàÖÜȮɯ(ɀÔɯÕÖÛɯÎÖÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÒÐÓÓɯàÖÜȭɯ(Íɯ(ɯ

ÓÖÝÌɯàÖÜȮɯ(ɀÔɯÕÖÛɯÎÖÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÊÖÔÔÐÛɯÈËÜÓÛÌÙàɯÞÐÛÏɯàÖÜÙɯÚ×ÖÜÚÌȭɯ(Íɯ(ɯ

ÓÖÝÌɯàÖÜȮɯ(ɀÔɯÕÖÛɯÎÖÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÊÖÝÌÛɯÞÏÈÛɯàÖÜɯÖÞÕȭɯ(Íɯ(ɯÓÖÝÌɯàÖÜȮɯ(ɀÔɯÕÖÛɯ

ÎÖÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÓÖÚÌɯÔàɯÛÌÔ×ÌÙɯÈÕËɯÊÜÚÚɯàÖÜɯÖÜÛȭɯ(Íɯ(ɯÓÖÝÌɯàÖÜȮɯ(ɀÔɯÕÖÛɯÎÖÐÕÎɯ

to lie to you, deceive you, belittle you, demean you, or insult you. 

Love fulfills the Law. 

Parenthetically, if I am faced with a clear opportunity to love 

you . . . when I can meet a known need of yours, and I deliberately 

and knowingly refuse, I have also sinned. This is the teaching of 

James (James 4:17).  

'ÈÝÐÕÎɯÛÏÈÛɯÈÚɯÈɯÉÈÊÒÎÙÖÜÕËȮɯÞÏÈÛɯ(ɀÔɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÛÖɯÚÈàɯÚÏÖÜÓËɯ

liberate many of you. If you ÈÙÌɯÐÎÕÖÙÈÕÛɯÈÉÖÜÛɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÞÐÓÓɯÙÌÎÈÙËÐÕÎɯ

a certain decision, and you are not out of harmony with love with 

respect to that particular decision, then you cannot sin in that 

decision! 

If you are not violating love at any point with respect to a 

decision, then you have not sinned. Put differently, if your motive, 

your intention, your goal, your action, your reaction, and your 

attitude in a given decision are not in violation with love, then you 

have not sinned in that decision. 



 

 

Now, you may make a foolish decision. You may make a 

stupid decision. You may make a decision that you will regret for 

many years. But if you have not violated love in making that 

decision, then you have not sinned in making it. You can only sin if 

you walk out of love. And that can penetrate to your motives, your 

attitudes, and the means to the end. 

 ÙÌɯàÖÜɯÍÖÓÓÖÞÐÕÎɯÞÏÈÛɯ(ɀÔɯÛÙàÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÚÈàɯÏÌÙÌȳɯ(ÍɯàÖÜɯÏÈÝÌȮɯ

àÖÜɯÚÏÖÜÓËɯÍÌÌÓɯÈɯÞÏÖÓÌɯÓÖÛɯÓÐÎÏÛÌÙɯÙÐÎÏÛɯÕÖÞȭɯ(ɀÔɯÛÙàÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÍÙÌÌɯàÖÜÙɯ

mind from the concept that says that if you make a decision and God 

has not given you a revelation on what His will is in that decision, 

then you have somehow sinned. This is simply not true.  

 

 The Doctrine is Inconsistent with God’s  

 Relationship to His People  

 

3ÏÌɯÛÙÈÐÕɯÛÙÈÊÒɯÝÐÌÞɯÖÍɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÞÐÓÓɯÐÚɯÐÕÊÖÕÚÐÚÛÌÕÛɯÞÐÛÏɯ&ÖËɀÚɯ

relationship to us. Let me unravel that a bit. 

How does a shepherd lead his sheep? He leads them into 

those areas where they will be safe from harm. And when he leads 

the sheep into areas of danger, he stays with them very closely.  

When a shepherd leads his sheep into green pastures, he 

gives them boundaries. By his rod, he will specify where the sheep 

are not to migrate toward, lest they get picked off by wolves. The rod 

brings the sheep back if they stray. 

But the shepherd does not point out specific plots of grass in 

the pasture that each sheep must eat from. Instead, he gives the sheep 



 

 

 

 

a wide boundary of pasture land. As long as the sheep are within the 

safe boundary outlined by the shepherd, they can graze on any patch 

of grass that they choose. The heavenly Shepherd does the same with 

His sheep. 

This principle is also true for earthly kings. A king gives 

basic laws to his people to promote harmony in his kingdom. He 

ËÖÌÚÕɀÛɯÎÐÝÌɯ×ÙÌÚÊÙÐÉÌËȮɯËÌÛÈÐÓÌËɯÙÜÓÌÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÎÖÝÌÙÕɯÌÝÌÙàɯËÌÊÐÚÐÖÕɯÛÏÌɯ

people in his nation will make. He gives them broad laws to follow; 

not specific instructions for day-to-day living. The same is true with 

our Heavenly King. 

Equally so, a wise father will give his children lots of 

instruction when they are very young. He will supervise virtually 

everything that the child does. But he has a goal in mind. The wise 

father is trying to train his child so that the child will eventually be 

able to make decisions for himself. 

As the child grows and matures, the parental supervision 

beÊÖÔÌÚɯÓÌÚÚɯÈÕËɯÓÌÚÚɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯÊÏÐÓËɀÚɯÍÙÌÌËÖÔɯÛÖɯËÌÊÐËÌɯÖÕɯÏÐÚɯÖÞÕɯ

ÉÌÊÖÔÌÚɯÎÙÌÈÛÌÙɯÈÕËɯÎÙÌÈÛÌÙȭɯ2ÖɯËÖÌÚɯÛÏÌɯÊÏÐÓËɀÚɯÙÌÚ×ÖÕÚÐÉÐÓÐÛàȭ 

Consequently, if the parents have done well in training their 

children, the children will be able to make judgments according to 

the parental training that was instilled in them. They will be trained 

to make good, wise decisions. They will be capable of making solid 

judgments based upon the training they received. It is the same way 

with our Heavenly Father. Are you following the metaphors here? 



 

 

 

 

The Lord leads His children as a Shepherd, a King, and a 

Father. As a Shepherd, He leads us into green pastures and out of 

danger. But He allows great freedom of choice within the green 

pastures. As a King, He gives His people spiritual principles by 

which to govern their lives. But these principles are very broad and 

allow for much freedom of choice. As a Father, He provides lots of 

instruction to His children when they are young. But then He expects 

them to mature. And part of maturity is the ability to make decisions 

ÛÏÈÛɯÈÙÌɯÐÕɯÏÈÙÔÖÕàɯÞÐÛÏɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÔÐÕËɯÈÕËɯÏÌÈÙÛȭ 

 

 The Crucial Need for Understanding  

 

Psalm 32:8-ƝɯÜÕËÌÙÚÊÖÙÌÚɯÛÏÌɯ×ÖÐÕÛɯ(ɀÔɯÛÙàÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÔÈÒÌȭɯ3ÏÌɯ

Lord says through the Psalmist, 

 

I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will 

guide you with my eye. Do not be like the horse or like the mule, 

which have no understanding, which must be harnessed with bit and 

bridle, else they will not come near you. (NKJV) 

 

The horse and the mule have no understanding. They have 

no discernment. They have no judgment. Because they have no 

understanding, they must be pulled with the bit and the bridal, left 

and right, and told where to go in every circumstance. The Lord tells 



 

 

 

 

'ÐÚɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌȮɯɁ(ɯÞÐÓÓɯÛÌÈÊÏɯàÖÜɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÞÈàɯÛÖɯÎÖȭɯ#ÖÕɀÛɯÉÌɯlike the horse 

ÈÕËɯÔÜÓÌɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÏÈÝÌɯÕÖɯÜÕËÌÙÚÛÈÕËÐÕÎȭɂ 

There is a great need for understanding ÈÔÖÕÎɯÛÏÌɯ+ÖÙËɀÚɯ

people today. Scores of Christians have imbibed a doctrine that 

essentially throws out the element of understanding and reduces 

them to that of a horse or mule where they expect God to pull them 

ÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÓÌÍÛɯÈÕËɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÙÐÎÏÛɯÚÈàÐÕÎȮɯɁ&ÖɯÏÌÙÌȰɯÎÖɯÛÏÌÙÌȭɯ&ÖɯÏÌÙÌȰɯÎÖɯ

ÛÏÌÙÌȭɯ3ÏÐÚɯÐÚɯÞÏÈÛɯàÖÜɯËÖɯÐÕɯÛÏÐÚɯÚÐÛÜÈÛÐÖÕȭɯ3ÏÐÚɯÐÚɯÞÏÈÛɯàÖÜɯËÖÕɀÛɯËÖɯ

ÐÕɯÛÏÐÚɯÚÐÛÜÈÛÐÖÕȭɂ 

 ÕËɯÛÏÌɯ+ÖÙËɯÚÈàÚɯÛÖɯ'ÐÚɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌȮɯɁ#ÖɯÕÖÛɯÉÌɯÓÐÒÌɯÛÏÈÛȭɂ 

The point of the passage is simply this: God teaches, 

instructs, and guides us by giving us understanding. Therefore, seek 

understanding. And that brings us to the passage that we opened 

with: 

 

Brethren, DO NOT BE CHILDREN IN UNDERSTANDING; 

however, in malice be babes, but IN UNDERSTANDING BE 

MATURE. (1 Cor. 14:20, NKJV) 

 

I would like to close this chapter by making the following 

×ÙÖ×ÖÚÐÛÐÖÕȯɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÞÐÓÓɯÍÖÙɯàÖÜɯÈÕËɯÔÌɯÐÚɯÕÖÛɯÓÐÒÌɯÈɯÛÙÈÐÕɯÛÙÈÊÒȭɯ 

(ÛɀÚɯÓÐÒÌɯÈɯ×ÈÙÒÐÕÎɯÓÖÛȭɯ 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 CHAPTER 2 

 

 FIN DING LIBERTY  IN A PARKING LOT  

  

                Imagine a public parking lot, would you? Notice that a 

parking lot has boundaries. We know by the boundaries where the 

parking lot begins and where it ends. We know what is inside the 

parking lot and what is outside of it.  

The beauty of the parking lot is the freedom it displays. 

There are many choices within the parking lot. The drivers may 

freely choose between many parking spaces. So long as a parking 

space is not taken, nor reserved for specialized individuals, drivers 

may freely select the space in which they wish to park their car. 

Certainly, some choices may be wiser than others. If it is 

ÙÈÐÕÐÕÎȮɯÐÛɀÚɯ×ÙÖÉÈÉÓàɯÞÐÚÌÙɯÈÕËɯÔÖÙÌɯÈËÝÈÕÛÈÎÌÖÜÚɯÛÖɯ×ÈÙÒɯÐÕɯÈɯ

space that is closer to the building than one that is far removed from 

it. On the other hand, many parking spaces are equally expedient. 

One is no better than the other. 

(ɯÞÈÕÛɯÛÖɯ×ÙÖÉÌɯÛÏÌɯÚÜÉÑÌÊÛɯÖÍɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÞÐÓÓɯÈɯÓÐÛÛÓÌɯËÌÌ×ÌÙɯÉàɯ

 



 

 

 

 

considering the very first command that God gave to man. This is the 

first time that God revealed His will to a human being. And I believe 

it is loaded with insight.  

 

 A Visit to a Certain Garden  

 

Go with me to a certain garden. The Lord has just put His 

man into the beautiful garden of Eden. And He says the following to 

Adam: 

 

Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat; but of the tree of the 

knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you 

eat of it you shall surely die. (Genesis 2:16-17, NKJV)  

 

-ÖÞɯÓÌÛɀÚɯÓÖÖÒɯÊÓÖÚÌÓàɯÈÛɯÛÏÐÚɯÊÖÔÔÈÕËȭɯ3ÏÌɯ+ÖÙËɯÚÈàÚȮɯɁ8ÖÜ 

may eat freely from every tree in the garden. The exception is the tree 

ÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÒÕÖÞÓÌËÎÌɯÖÍɯÎÖÖËɯÈÕËɯÌÝÐÓȭɂɯ(ÕɯÖÛÏÌÙɯÞÖÙËÚȮɯɁ ËÈÔȮɯàÖÜɯ

may freely choose to eat from every tree in this garden. Just keep 

ÈÞÈàɯÍÙÖÔɯÛÏÐÚɯÖÕÌɯ×ÈÙÛÐÊÜÓÈÙɯÛÙÌÌȭɂ 

I see a parking lot here. To keep with the metaphor, I hear 

&ÖËɯÚÈàÐÕÎȮɯɁ8ÖÜɯÔÈàɯ×ÈÙÒɯàÖÜÙɯÊÈÙɯÐÕɯÈÕàɯÚ×ÈÊÌɯÐÕɯÛÏÐÚɯÓÖÛȭɯ)ÜÚÛɯÚÛÈàɯ

within the boundaries of the parking lot. If you park outside the 

boundary, it will mean trouble for you. Every tree in the garden is 

within the parking lot. The tree of the knowledge of good and evil is 



 

 

 

 

ÖÜÛÚÐËÌɯÛÏÌɯÓÖÛȭɂ 

With that thought in mind, let us move on with the story. 

&ÖËɯÖ×ÌÕÚɯ ËÈÔɀÚɯÚÐËÌȮɯÈÕËɯ$ÝÌɯÔÈÒÌÚɯÏÌÙɯËÌÉÜÛȭɯ ËÈÔȮɯ

being the responsible husband that he is, instructs his dear wife on 

&ÖËɀÚɯÊÖÔÔÈÕËÔÌÕÛɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÛÏÌɯÛÙÌÌÚȭɯ$ÝÌɯÕÖËÚɯÏÌÙɯÏÌÈËɯÈÕËɯÚÈàÚȮɯ

Ɂ-Öɯ×ÙÖÉÓÌÔÖȭɯ&ÖÛɯÐÛȮɯ'ÖÕÌà-!ÜÕÕàȭɂɯ 

 ÚɯÛÏÌɯËÈàɯ×ÙÖÎÙÌÚÚÌÚȮɯ ËÈÔɯÚÈàÚɯÛÖɯÏÐÚɯÓÖÝÌÓàɯÞÐÍÌȮɯɁ$ÝÌȮɯ

2ÞÌÌÛÏÌÈÙÛȮɯ(ɀÔɯÙÌÈÓÓàɯÏÜÕÎÙàɯÙÐÎÏÛɯÕÖÞȭɯ(ɀÔɯÛÏÌɯÍÈÛÏÌÙɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÔÈÓÌɯ

species, therefore, I dÖÕɀÛɯÏÈÝÌɯÛÏÌɯÍÐÙÚÛɯÊÓÜÌɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÏÖÞɯÛÖɯ×ÙÌ×ÈÙÌɯÈɯ

meal. Would you mind preparing something for us to eat this 

ÌÝÌÕÐÕÎȳɯ(ɯÞÈÕÛɯÛÖɯÛÌÕËɯÛÖɯÛÏÐÚɯÎÈÙËÌÕɯÈɯÓÐÛÛÓÌɯÞÏÐÓÌɯÓÖÕÎÌÙȭɂɯ 

$ÝÌɯÙÌ×ÓÐÌÚȮɯɁ2ÜÙÌȮɯ"Ü×ÊÈÒÌȭɂ 

As Eve beholds the forest of trees that fill her horizon, she is 

overwhelmed with the different types. She pulls some apples from 

one tree. Some pears from another. Some oranges from another. And 

some peaches from another.  

3ÞÌÕÛàɯÔÐÕÜÛÌÚɯÎÖɯÉàȮɯÈÕËɯÚÏÌɯÊÈÓÓÚɯÍÖÙɯÏÌÙɯÏÜÚÉÈÕËȭɯɁ+ÖÝÌ-

Angel, would you come over ÏÌÙÌɯ×ÓÌÈÚÌȳɯ(ɀÝÌɯÎÖÛɯÈɯØÜÌÚÛÐÖÕȭɂɯ 

Ɂ8ÌÚȮɯËÌÈÙȮɂɯ ËÈÔɯÙÌ×ÓÐÌÚȭ 

$ÝÌɯÊÖÕÛÐÕÜÌÚȮɯɁ(ɯËÖÕɀÛɯÒÕÖÞɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÖÕÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌÚÌɯÍÙÜÐÛÚɯ(ɯ

should prepare for the meal. Can you ask God which one I should 

ÜÚÌȳɯ(ɯËÖÕɀÛɯÞÈÕÛɯÛÖɯÔÌÚÚɯÜ×ɯÈÕËɯÔÐÚÚɯ'ÐÚɯÞÐÓÓɯÖÕɯÛÏÐÚɯÍÐÙÚÛɯËÌÊÐÚÐÖÕɯ

thÈÛɯ(ɀÔɯÎÖÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÔÈÒÌȭɂ 

 ËÈÔɯÚÈàÚȮɯɁ%ÐÕÌȮɯ#ÈÙÓÐÕÎȭɂɯ 



 

 

 

 

Adam gets alone and lifts his eyes to the heavens and says, 

Ɂ+ÖÙËȮɯÛÏÌɯÞÐÍÌɯÛÏÈÛɯàÖÜɯÎÈÝÌɯÔÌɯÚÈàÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÚÏÌɯËÖÌÚÕɀÛɯÒÕÖÞɯÞÏÐÊÏɯ

ÍÙÜÐÛɯÛÖɯÜÚÌɯÛÖɯ×ÙÌ×ÈÙÌɯÈɯÔÌÈÓɯÍÖÙɯÜÚȭɂ 

Heaven is silent. Adam repeats the question. But still, there 

is only silence.  

After waiting fifteen minutes, Adam returns to Eve saying, 

Ɂ3ÏÌɯ+ÖÙËɯËÐËÕɀÛɯÙÌÚ×ÖÕËɯÛÖɯÔÌȮɯ'ÖÕÌà-Buns. I went back over the 

commandment He gave me, and I guess you can pick whatever fruits 

you like so long as they ËÐËÕɀÛɯÊÖÔÌɯÍÙÖÔɯÛÏÌɯÍÖÙÉÐËËÌÕɯÛÙÌÌȭɂɯ 

Eve shrugs her shoulders and decides to use the peaches. 

3ÌÕɯÔÐÕÜÛÌÚɯ×ÈÚÚɯÈÕËɯÚÏÌɯÊÈÓÓÚɯÍÖÙɯ ËÈÔɯÈÎÈÐÕȮɯɁ2ÞÌÌÛà-ÞÌÌÛàȮɯ(ɀÝÌɯ

got another question. How am I to prepare these peaches? I mean, 

should I peel them or leave them the way they are? Should I slice 

them, dice them, quarter them, bake them, make a pie out of them, 

make peach cobbler, mashed peaches, peach-bread, or a peach 

ÚÔÖÖÛÏÐÌȳɯ"ÈÕɯàÖÜɯ×ÓÌÈÚÌɯÈÚÒɯ&ÖËɯÏÖÞɯ(ɀÔɯÚÜ××ÖÚÌɯÛÖɯËÖɯÛÏÐÚȳɂɯ 

 ËÈÔɯÙÌÛÖÙÛÚȮɯɁ ÓÓɯÙÐÎÏÛȮɯÍÐÕÌȭɯ!ÜÛɯ(ɯËÖÜÉÛɯ'ÌɀÓÓɯÈÕÚÞÌÙɯÔÌȭɂɯ

Adam retreats to a place alone and beckons the Lord to answer his 

ÞÐÍÌɀÚɯØÜÌÚÛÐÖÕȭ 

For the second time, Adam meets the silence of God. 

2ÜËËÌÕÓàȮɯÈɯÛÏÖÜÎÏÛɯÈÙÐÚÌÚɯÐÕɯ ËÈÔɀÚɯÜÕÍÈÓÓÌÕɯÔÐÕËȭɯ'ÌɯÛÏÐÕÒÚɯÛÖɯ

himself, God is not answering me because I already know the answer! 

Let that statement marinate for a moment. 

 ËÈÔɯÙÌÛÜÙÕÚɯÛÖɯ$ÝÌɯÈÕËɯÚÈàÚȮɯɁ+ÐÚÛÌÕȮɯ/ÜÔ×ÒÐÕȭɯ&ÖËɯÐÚÕɀÛɯ



 

 

 

 

ÈÕÚÞÌÙÐÕÎɯÔÌȭɯ(ɯÉÌÓÐÌÝÌɯÐÛɀÚɯÉÌÊÈÜÚÌɯÞÌɯÈÓÙÌÈËàɯÒÕÖÞɯÛÏÌɯÈÕÚÞÌÙȭɯ(ÛɀÚɯ

your choice. The Lord said we may freely eat from any tree in the 

ÎÈÙËÌÕɯÌßÊÌ×ÛɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯÍÖÙÉÐËËÌÕɯÛÙÌÌȭɯ2ÖɯÓÖÕÎɯÈÚɯÞÌɯËÖÕɀÛɯÌÈÛɯÍÙÖÔɯÛÏÌɯ

ÍÖÙÉÐËËÌÕɯÛÙÌÌȮɯàÖÜɯÔÈàɯ×ÙÌ×ÈÙÌɯÛÏÌÚÌɯÍÙÜÐÛÚɯÈÕàɯÞÈàɯÛÏÈÛɯàÖÜɯÓÐÒÌȭɂ 

-ÖÞɯÛÏÌÙÌɀÚɯÈɯ×ÖÐÕÛɯÐÕɯÛÏÐÚɯÐÔÈÎÐÕÈÛÐÝÌɯÚÛÖÙàȭɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÞÐÓÓɯÐÚɯ

like a parking lot. You can miÚÚɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÞÐÓÓɯÉàɯÉÌÐÕÎɯÖÜÛÚÐËÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ

parking lot. But as long as you are in the parking lot, then you may 

freely choose any parking space you wish. Put another way, you 

cannot miss His will in the parking lot! 

3ÏÌɯ×ÈÙÒÐÕÎɯÓÖÛɯÙÌ×ÙÌÚÌÕÛÚɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÔÖÙÈÓɯÞÐÓÓȭɯIn the garden 

ÚÊÌÕÌȮɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÔÖÙÈÓɯÞÐÓÓɯÞÈÚɯÛÖɯÌÈÛɯÍÙÖÔɯÈÕàɯÛÙÌÌɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÎÈÙËÌÕɯÌßÊÌ×Ûɯ

for the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Beyond that, which 

tree to eat from, how to eat, when to eat, and how to prepare the fruit 

was left to the choice of the first man and the first woman. 

Take a deep breath now, and let that sink in. 

This raises a crucial question. How do we as believers 

discover the moral will of God? How do we determine the 

boundaries of the parking lot? 

There is a subjective way and an objectiÝÌɯÞÈàȭɯ+ÌÛɀÚɯÍÐÙÚÛɯ

explore the subjective way.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 An Inward Discovery  

 

In the Old Testament, God gave His people a very detailed 

map of His moral will for them. Israel had 613 laws by which to 

govern their lives. Old Testament Israel was commanded to carry out 

specific behaviors like what clothes to wear and not wear, what kinds 

of food to eat and not eat, and how to build their houses. 

Thankfully, those laws were nailed to the cross of Jesus 

Christ (Col. 2:14ff). In place of the Old Covenant, which has been 

done away with, we have been given a New Covenant that is far 

better (Heb. 8-10). Under the New Covenant, the Law of God died in 

Christ (Rom. 7:1-6; 10:4; Gal. 2:19; 3:10-25). However, when Jesus rose 

again from the dead, He became a life-giving spirit, and He took up 

residence in each one of us (1 Cor. 15:45; Rom. 8). Christ is the 

fulfillment of the moral will of God. Christ, through the Holy Spirit, 

is the living, breathing, personified will of God. 

3Öɯ×ÜÛɯÐÛɯÈÕÖÛÏÌÙɯÞÈàȮɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÔÖÙÈÓɯÞÐÓÓɯÕÖÞɯÓÐÝÌÚɯinside of 

us as a Person. He has come in the Spirit, and the Spirit dwells in us. 

3ÏÜÚȮɯÈÓÓɯÛÏÌɯ×ÈÚÚÈÎÌÚɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ-ÌÞɯ3ÌÚÛÈÔÌÕÛɯÈÉÖÜÛɯɁÉÌÐÕÎɯÓÌËɯÉàɯÛÏÌɯ

2×ÐÙÐÛɂɯÙÌÍÌÙɯÛÖɯÉÌÐÕÎɯÓÌËɯÐÕÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÔÖÙÈÓɯÞÐÓÓɯÖÍɯ&ÖËȭɯȹ3ÏÌɯÊÖÕÛÌßÛɯÖÍɯ

passages like Romans 8 and Galatians 5 make this clear.) Practically 

speaking, the Spirit of God leads us into the boundaries of the 

parking lot. 

As Christians, you and I are no longer under the Old 



 

 

 

 

Covenant law where we try to discover the rules of God in the Bible 

and then do our best to carry them out. That is Old Covenant living. 

You and I have something far better. The book of Hebrews makes 

very clear that God has done away with Old Covenant living and has 

given us a new and better covenant by which to live (Heb. 8-10).  

The promise of the New Covenant is that God has put His 

laws in the minds of His people, and He has written them on their 

hearts (2 Cor. 3:2-3). Under the New Covenant, the will of God has 

become something internal and living. 

We can say it this way. The Christian faith is not a moral 

religion as was Judaism. As Christians, we are outside the realm of 

rules and laws. The Christian walk is a Person. We are driven by a 

life form that is not our own. That life form is Divine. 

This is not just a doctrine or a theology. God Himself has 

taken up residency in our very being. He lives inside of us. We have 

an indwelling Lord who moves, speaks, and leads within us. This is 

the same God who walked throughout Galilee in the first century. 

His name is Jesus, and He lives in us by the Holy Spirit. 

/ÜÛɯËÐÍÍÌÙÌÕÛÓàȮɯÞÌɯÏÈÝÌɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÝÌÙàɯÓÐÍÌɯËÞÌÓÓÐÕÎɯÐÕÚÐËÌɯÖÍɯ

us. And that life has a nature. Do you remember what that nature is? 

It is love. 

God is love. Love is what governs everything God does. You 

and I have a Lord who lives in us, and His driving nature is love. 

That nature seeks to benefit others at the expense of ourselves. 



 

 

 

 

Following the leadership of the indwelling Spirit is a vast 

topic. We can write an entire book on the subject. But I would like to 

say a few basic things about it that I trust will be useful to you. 

&ÖËɀÚɯÔÖÙÈÓɯÓÈÞɯÏÈÚɯÉÌÌÕɯÞÙÐÛÛÌÕɯÐÕɯàÖÜÙɯÏÌÈÙÛɯÈÕËɯÔÐÕËȭɯ

The Holy Spirit dwells in your innermost being. Therefore, there are 

spiritual impulses, promptings, and instincts that function inside of 

you. 

The more you get to know the Lord, the more you will 

intuitively know if a decision is inside or outside of His moral will. 

Because God is love and love fulfills His will, those inward 

registrations, promptings, and instincts will always lead you in the 

way of love. Paul told the 3ÏÌÚÚÈÓÖÕÐÈÕɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛÐÈÕÚȮɯɁ8ÖÜɯËÖÕɀÛɯÕÌÌËɯ

anyone to teach you how to love. For you have been taught by God to 

ÓÖÝÌɂɯȹƕɯ3ÏÌÚÚȭɯƘȯƝȺȭɯ(ÕɯÓÐÒÌɯÔÈÕÕÌÙȮɯ)ÖÏÕɯÚÈàÚɯÛÏÌɯÈÕÖÐÕÛÐÕÎɯȹÛÏÌɯ

indwelling Spirit) teaches us how to walk in love and righteousness. 

Thus we donɀÛɯÕÌÌËɯÈÕàÖÕÌɯÛÖɯÛÌÈÊÏɯÜÚɯÏÖÞɯÛÖɯÞÈÓÒɯÛÏÐÚɯÞÈàɯȹƕɯ)ÖÏÕȭɯ

2:27ff.). 

6ÏÈÛɯ(ɀÔɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÛÖɯÚÈàɯÐÚɯÈɯÊÖÔÔÖÕɯÌß×ÌÙÐÌÕÊÌɯÍÖÙɯÈÓÓɯ

Christians. You get into an argument with someone very close to you. 

Perhaps some cutting word comes out of your mouth. Instantly, 

within your inward parts you feel uncomfortable and convicted. That 

is the indwelling Spiritɭthe anointingɭrevealing to you that you 

have just stepped outside of the parking lot. 

You may be going about your business, and a person comes 



 

 

 

 

to your mind, and instinctively, you know you are to call them, reach 

out to them, or pray for them. Or someone asks you for a favor, and 

while your natural inclination is to turn them down due to the 

ÐÕÊÖÕÝÌÕÐÌÕÊÌȮɯàÖÜɯÏÈÝÌɯÈÕɯÐÕÚÛÐÕÊÛɯÈÕËɯÈɯ×ÙÖÔ×ÛÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÚÈàɯɁàÌÚȭɂɯ.Ùɯ

perhaps you are going head-to-head with someone over an issue that 

you feel passionate about. And intuitively, you are prompted to defer 

ÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÖÛÏÌÙɯ×ÌÙÚÖÕȮɯËÙÖ×ɯÛÏÌɯÐÚÚÜÌɯÌÕÛÐÙÌÓàȮɯÈÕËɯ×ÜÛɯÐÛɯÐÕÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ+ÖÙËɀÚɯ

hands. Or a brother or sister in Christ gives you a personal 

observation, suggestion, or word of instruction, and it stays with you 

day after day. You have an inward witness that the word is right on 

the mark. 

I remember as a young Christian in my teens what 

happened when I first began to ask the Lord to lead me by His Spirit. 

Some of the first promptings I had were to help my mother wash the 

dishes (something I hated to do). In responding to those promptings, 

I had joy in doing the dishes. The burden was not heavy.  

I also remember times of mowing my lawn and then having 

ÈÕɯÐÕÚÛÐÕÊÛɯÛÖɯÔÖÞɯÔàɯÕÌÐÎÏÉÖÙɀÚɯÓÈÞÕɯÙÐÎÏÛɯÈÍÛÌÙÞÈÙËȭɯ ÎÈÐÕȮɯ(ɯ

ÌÕÑÖàÌËɯËÖÐÕÎɯÐÛȭɯ.ÕÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÔÈÙÒÚɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ+ÖÙËɀÚɯÐÕÞÈÙËɯÞÖÙÒÐÕÎɯÐÚɯ

that when He prompts us to a certain action and we respond to it, He 

supplies the power to carry it out. Further, our inward parts are 

given a sense of life and peace. 

The inward promptings that I received as a young believer 

always involved giving, aiding, and loving on the one hand, or losing 



 

 

 

 

and self-sacrificing on the other. Even in my life today, the leadership 

of the Holy Spirit virtually always involves one of two things: 

Serving and ministering to others or exposing some inward attitude, 

motive, reaction, or outlook in me that God wants to deal with. The 

method by which the Spirit leads is always toward a greater 

discovery of Christ. 

Sometimes these promptings will cause one to perceive 

things outside of natural means in order to help someone spiritually, 

emotionally, or physically. I will give you a very recent example to 

illustrate this. A relative of mine was suffering from a severe cold. 

She told me that she was going to take some medicine. For reasons 

that I cannot explain, I felt inclined to watch her take the medicine to 

make sure the dosage was correct.  

Again, there was no natural reason for me having this 

ÐÕÊÓÐÕÈÛÐÖÕȭɯ(ɀÝÌɯÕÌÝÌÙɯÊÏÌÊÒÌËɯÖÕɯÚÖÔÌÖÕÌɀÚɯÔÌËÐÊÐÕÌɯËÖÚÈÎÌɯÉÌÍÖÙÌȮɯ

and I had no good reason to do it this time. The directions said to 

take two tablespoons of the medicine. A measuring cup was included 

with the medicine bottle. The medicine was poured to the two-

tablespoon mark. As I looked at it, I knew it was far more than two 

tablespoons. We then measured it, and sure enough, it was four 

tablespoons! The measuring cup was not accurate. 

If I had not been there to check on the dosage, my loved one 

would have overdosed on the medicine. I was simply following an 

instinct I had. And there was no harm in doing so. A sensitive spirit 



 

 

 

 

can often perceive things outside of natural means. 

As I look at the New Testament carefully, I discover the 

same principle. Whenever you find the leading of the Spirit in the life 

of Jesus (in the Gospels) or the apostles (in the book of Acts), it is 

virtually always in relation to walking in the righteousness of Christ 

or in ministering to others. To be led intuitively is the normal way 

that God leads His children into His moral will. 

 

 An Outward Guide  

 

3ÏÌÙÌɯÐÚɯÈÓÚÖɯÈÕɯÖÉÑÌÊÛÐÝÌɯËÐÚÊÖÝÌÙàɯÖÍɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÔÖÙÈÓɯÞÐÓÓȭɯ3ÏÌɯ

Scriptures, which are inspired by the same Spirit who indwells us, is 

ÈÕɯÖÉÑÌÊÛÐÝÌɯÞÐÛÕÌÚÚɯÛÖɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÔÖÙÈÓɯÞÐÓÓɯȹƖɯ3im. 3:16). However, the 

Scriptures are not isolated in and of themselves.  

The Scriptures contain what the New Testament authors call 

ɁÛÏÌɯ6ÖÙËɯÖÍɯ&ÖËȭɂɯ3ÏÌɯ6ÖÙËɯÖÍɯ&ÖËɯÐÚɯ)ÌÚÜÚɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛȭɯ'ÌɯÐÚɯÛÏÌɯÓÐÝÐÕÎɯ

Word. He is the Logos, the speech and utterance of God Himself. The 

2ÊÙÐ×ÛÜÙÌÚɯÊÖÕÛÈÐÕɯ&ÖËɀÚɯ6ÖÙËȮɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌàɯÙÌÝÌÈÓɯÛÏÌɯ/ÌÙÚÖÕɯÖÍɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛɯ

(John 5:39). Therefore, the Scriptures are the written Word pointing to 

and revealing the living Word, Christ.  

3ÏÌɯ-ÌÞɯ3ÌÚÛÈÔÌÕÛɯÙÌÍÌÙÚɯÛÖɯɁÛÏÌɯÔÐÕÐÚÛÙàɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ6ÖÙËɂɯ

(Acts 6:4). This is the ministry where the Word of God is spoken, 

preached, or taught (Acts 18:11; 1 Thess. 2:13; Heb. 13:7). It is also 

ÊÈÓÓÌËɯɁÛÏÌɯÈ×ÖÚÛÓÌÚɀɯÛÌÈÊÏÐÕÎɂɯȹ ÊÛÚɯƖȯƘƖȺȭɯ3ÏÌÐÙɯÛÌÈÊÏÐÕÎɯÞÈÚɯÈɯ



 

 

 

 

person . . . it was Christ. 

The Scriptures are a witness to the moral will of God. The 

Old Testament reveals the will of God as it finds its fulfillment in 

Christ. The Gospels contain a record of how the indwelling life of 

God was lived out in Jesus of Nazareth. The book of Acts contains a 

record of how the indwelling life of God was lived out by the 

apostles and the early church. And the New Testament epistles reveal 

the Person of Christ to churches and individuals who are in crises. 

All are inspired by the same Spirit who indwells every Christian 

today. This is wÏàɯ/ÈÜÓɀÚɯÓÌÛÛÌÙÚɯÈÙÌɯÊÈÓÓÌËɯɁ2ÊÙÐ×ÛÜÙÌɂɯȹƖɯ/ÌÛȭɯƗȯƕƙ-16). 

It is by the ministry of the Word of God that we are educated 

ÖÉÑÌÊÛÐÝÌÓàɯÐÕɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÔÖÙÈÓɯÞÐÓÓȮɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÐÚɯÌÔÉÖËÐÌËɯÐÕɯ)ÌÚÜÚɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛȭɯ

For this reason, Hebrews 4:12 tells us that the Word of God is alive, 

active, and can discern thoughts and intents. It also judges between 

what comes from our renewed inner man versus what comes from 

ÖÜÙɯÍÈÓÓÌÕɯÕÈÛÜÙÌɯȹɁ×ÐÌÙÊÐÕÎɯÌÝÌÕɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯËÐÝÐÚÐÖÕɯÖÍɯÚÖÜÓɯÈÕËɯÚ×ÐÙÐÛɂȺȭ 

The ministry of the Word is essential to discovering the will 

of God for this one reason: It renews the mind and heightens our 

sensitivity to our indwelling Lord. It is also spirit and life . . . or food . 

. . to our inward man (John 6:63). The Word gets us familiar with the 

way in which our Lord operates. For His indwelling in us is no 

different from His living on earth and in the heavenlies. For it is the 

same life and the same Person. 

Put another way, the life of the Lord in youɭthe subjective 



 

 

 

 

ÓÌÈËÐÕÎɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ+ÖÙËɯÐÕÛÖɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÔÖÙÈÓɯÞÐÓÓɭwill never contradict the 

written Word of God. It will never contradict the revelation of Christ 

that is revealed in the Scriptures. It will always be in harmony with it.  

I remember years ago meeting a woman who was following 

ÈɯÊÌÙÛÈÐÕɯɁ×ÙÖ×ÏÌÛȭɂɯ3ÏÐÚɯ×ÙÖ×ÏÌÛɯÏÈËɯÝÌÙàɯÐÔ×ÙÌssive gifts of the 

word of knowledge, predictive prophecy, and healing. The woman 

was married. The prophet told her that God showed him that she had 

married the wrong man. He said she was to divorce her husband (not 

ÖÍÍÐÊÐÈÓÓàȮɯÉÜÛɯɁÉÌÍÖÙÌɯ&ÖËɂȺɯÈÕËɯÔÈÙÙàɯhim (not officially, but 

ɁÉÌÍÖÙÌɯ&ÖËɂȺȭɯ3ÏÌɯÞÖÔÈÕɯÉÌÓÐÌÝÌËɯÛÏÌɯ×ÙÖ×ÏÌÛɯÈÕËɯÍÖÓÓÖÞÌËɯÏÐÚɯ

leading.  

-ÖÞȮɯÏÌɯÞÈÚɯÈɯɁ×ÙÖ×ÏÌÛȭɂɯ'ÌɯÏÈËɯÚÐÎÕÚɯÈÕËɯÞÖÕËÌÙÚɯ

following him. God gave this revelation to him. The indwelling Spirit 

revealed this to him. Do you believe tÏÈÛȳɯ(ÍɯàÖÜɯÚÈàɯɁÕÖȮɂɯÏÖÞɯËÖɯ

àÖÜɯÒÕÖÞɯàÖÜɯÈÙÌɯÙÐÎÏÛȳɯ'ÖÞɯËÖɯàÖÜɯÒÕÖÞɯÛÏÈÛɯ&ÖËɯËÐËÕɀÛɯÛÌÓÓɯÏÐÔɯ

this? 

We know on two counts. One, the life of Jesus Christ inside 

of you will tell you that such a word could not come from God. Why? 

Because it violates the way ÖÍɯÓÖÝÌȭɯ3ÏÐÚɯÞÖÔÈÕɀÚɯÏÜÚÉÈÕËɯÚÜÍÍÌÙÌËɯ

untold agony over this. If you are in touch with your spiritual 

ÐÕÚÛÐÕÊÛÚȮɯàÖÜɯÒÕÖÞɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÐÚɯ×ÙÖ×ÏÌÛɀÚɯɁÙÌÝÌÓÈÛÐÖÕɂɯÊÖÜÓËɯÕÖÛɯÊÖÔÌɯ

from Christ, for He is Love. Only pain, chaos, and deep hurt could 

come out of such a revelation if acted upon. 

Two, the Scriptures condemn such a practice. The record of 



 

 

 

 

&ÖËɀÚɯÓÐÍÌɯÐÕɯ)ÌÚÜÚɯÛÏÌɯ2ÖÕɯÖÍɯ&ÖËɯÞÏÐÓÌɯÖÕɯÌÈÙÛÏɯÊÖÕËÌÔÕÚɯÐÛȭɯ'ÐÚɯ

ÛÌÈÊÏÐÕÎÚȮɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÈÙÌɯɁÚ×ÐÙÐÛɯÈÕËɯÓÐÍÌȮɂɯÊÖÕËÌÔÕɯÐÛȭɯ3ÏÌɯÛÌÚÛÐÔÖÕàɯÖÍɯ

Paul of Tarsus, whose writings PetÌÙɯÊÈÓÓÚɯɁ2ÊÙÐ×ÛÜÙÌȮɂɯÊÖÕËÌÔÕÚɯÐÛȭɯ 

+ÌÛɯÔÌɯ×ÙÌÚÚɯÛÏÌɯ×ÖÐÕÛȯɯ6ÏÌÕɯÐÛɯÊÖÔÌÚɯÛÖɯËÐÚÊÖÝÌÙÐÕÎɯ&ÖËɀÚɯ

moral will, both the internal witness of the Spirit and the outward 

ÛÌÚÛÐÔÖÕàɯÖÍɯ2ÊÙÐ×ÛÜÙÌɯÞÐÓÓɯÈÓÞÈàÚɯÎÖɯÏÈÕËɯÐÕɯÏÈÕËȭɯ3ÏÈÛɀÚɯÈɯÓÌÚÚÖÕɯ

you ought never to forget. 

%ÜÙÛÏÌÙȮɯÛÏÌɯ2ÊÙÐ×ÛÜÙÌɯËÐÚÊÓÖÚÌÚɯÛÖɯÜÚɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÜÓÛÐÔÈÛÌɯ

ÐÕÛÌÕÛÐÖÕɯÖÙɯÌÛÌÙÕÈÓɯÞÐÓÓȭɯ(ÛɯÙÌÝÌÈÓÚɯÛÖɯÜÚɯÞÏÈÛɯ/ÈÜÓɯÊÈÓÓÌËɯɁÛÏÌɯÞÏÖÓÌɯ

ÊÖÜÕÚÌÓɯÖÍɯ&ÖËɂɯȹ ÊÛÚɯƖƔȯƖƛȺȭɯ(ÕɯÛÏÌɯ&ÙÌÌÒȮɯÛÏÌɯÞÖÙËɯɁÊÖÜÕÚÌÓɂɯÐÕɯÛÏÐÚɯ

×ÈÚÚÈÎÌɯÔÌÈÕÚɯɁ×ÜÙ×ÖÚÌȭɂɯ 

*ÕÖÞÓÌËÎÌɯÖÍɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÌÛÌÙÕÈÓɯ×ÜÙ×oseɭHis central aimɭis 

like a large compass that always points us in the direction of the 

+ÖÙËɀÚɯÞÐÓÓȭɯ(ÛɯÐÚɯÈɯÍÙÈÔÌɯÖÍɯÙÌÍÌÙÌÕÊÌɯÍÖÙɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛÐÈÕɯÓÐÝÐÕÎȭɯ%ÖÙɯ&ÖËɀÚɯ

moral will is always in line with His eternal purpose.  

It is no accident that Ephesians has more references to the 

will of God than any other New Testament letter (Eph. 1:1, 5, 9, 11; 

5:17; 6:6). The governing theme of Ephesians is the eternal purpose of 

&ÖËȭɯ4ÕËÌÙÚÛÈÕËÐÕÎɯ&ÖËɀÚɯ×ÜÙ×ÖÚÌȮɯÛÏÌÕȮɯÎÖÌÚɯÈɯÓÖÕÎɯÞÈàɯÐÕɯ

providing direction for our lives. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 Sharpening Your Spiritual Instincts  

 

There are three passages in the New Testament that shed 

ÓÐÎÏÛɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯËÐÚÊÖÝÌÙàɯÖÍɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÔÖÙÈÓɯÞÐÓÓȭɯ6ÏÌÕɯ(ɯÞÈÓÒɯÛÏÙÖÜÎÏɯ

these texts, I find very practical instruction on the matter. The first 

one is Romans 12:1-2:  

 

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you 

present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is 

your reasonable service. And do not be conformed to this world, but be 

transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what 

is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. (NKJV) 

 

Paul writes to the church in Rome and exhorts the believers 

to offer their bodies to God as a living sacrifice. Herein lies an 

important spiritual principle. The Lord does not reveal His will to 

ÛÏÖÚÌɯÞÏÖɯÈÙÌɯÜÕÞÐÓÓÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÍÖÓÓÖÞɯÐÛȭɯ)ÌÚÜÚɯÚÈÐËȮɯɁ(ÍɯÈÕàɯÔÈÕɯÞÐÓÓɯȻis 

willing toȼɯËÖɯ'ÐÚɯÞÐÓÓȮɯ'ÌɯÚÏÈÓÓɯÒÕÖÞɯȭɯȭɯȭɂɯȹ)ÖÏÕɯƛȯƕƛȺȭɯɁ(ÍɯàÖÜÙɯÌàÌɯÐÚɯ

single [you have single devotion to the Lord], your whole body will be 

ÍÜÓÓɯÖÍɯÓÐÎÏÛɂɯȹ,Ètt. 6:22). 

Paul goes on to discuss the renewing of the mind. The net 

effect of offering our bodies as a living sacrifice and renewing our 

ÔÐÕËÚɯÐÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÞÌɯÞÐÓÓɯÉÌɯÈÉÓÌɯÛÖɯɁ×ÙÖÝÌɂɯÖÙɯËÌÔÖÕÚÛÙÈÛÌɯÛÏÌɯ×ÌÙÍÌÊÛɯ

will of God. This is a reference to His moral will as the context shows. 



 

 

 

 

Notice that the mind has something to do with discovering 

&ÖËɀÚɯÔÖÙÈÓɯÞÐÓÓȭɯ1ÌÔÌÔÉÌÙɯÛÏÈÛɯÜÕËÌÙɯÛÏÌɯ-ÌÞɯ"ÖÝÌÕÈÕÛȮɯÛÏÌɯ+ÈÞɯ

of God is written in our minds (Heb. 8:10). However, our minds need 

to be renewed. If we offer ourselves as a living sacrifice to the Lord, 

and we renew our minds, Paul says that we will know and approve 

the perfect will of God.  

As natural creatures, we have a certain way of thinking. We 

have a way of reasoning that we inherited from this world. The 

+ÖÙËɀÚɯÛÏÖÜÎÏÛÚɯÈÙÌɯÕÖÛɯÔÈÕɀÚɯÛÏÖÜÎÏÛÚȭɯ(ÕɯÍÈÊÛȮɯÛÏÌàɯÈÙÌɯËÐÙÌÊÛÓàɯ

opposed to the thinking of this present world. 

Yet as we renew our mind, we begin to think the way He 

thinks and our spiritual instincts become sharper. Our understanding 

and our judgment become shaped bàɯÛÏÌɯ+ÖÙËɀÚɯÔÐÕËȭɯ ÕËɯ'ÐÚɯÞÐÓÓɯ

becomes obvious to us. We become intuitively aware which actions 

ÈÙÌɯ×ÓÌÈÚÐÕÎɯÛÖɯ'ÐÔɯÈÕËɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÈÙÌɯÕÖÛȭɯ3ÏÐÚɯÐÚɯÔÈÛÜÙÐÛàȭɯ ÎÈÐÕȮɯ(ɀÔɯ

speaking of the moral will of God. 

Paul made mention of this process when he spoke to the 

Corinthians. He told them that because they were living like natural 

people in the world (unsaved people), they were spiritual babes and 

ÊÖÜÓËÕɀÛɯÜÕËÌÙÚÛÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯÛÏÐÕÎÚɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ2×ÐÙÐÛȭɯ!ÜÛɯÛÏÌɯÚ×ÐÙÐÛÜÈÓÓàɯ

mature are those who are able to exercise spiritual discernment and 

judgment (1 Cor. 2:6-3:3). 

To put a finer point on it, instead of giving us orders and 

commands, the Lord desires for us to have a mindȭɯɁ+ÌÛɯÛÏÐÚɯmind be 



 

 

 

 

in you which was also in Christ Jesus . . . we have the mind ÖÍɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛɂɯ

(Php. 2:5; 1 Cor. 2:16). When a son is young, he receives orders from 

his parents. But as he spends time getting to know his parents and 

matures, he cultivates an understanding of the mind of his parents in 

Ú×ÌÊÐÍÐÊɯÚÐÛÜÈÛÐÖÕÚȭɯ3ÏÌɯÚÖÕɀÚɯÔÐÕËȮɯÈÚɯÐÛɯÞÌÙÌȮɯÐÚɯÙÌÕÌÞÌËɯÛÖɯÙeflect 

that of his parents. It is the same in the spiritual. We are sons who 

possess a mind rather than servants who merely take orders (John 

15:15; Gal. 4:1ff.). 

How do we renew our minds? Simply, by spending time in 

ÛÏÌɯ+ÖÙËɀÚɯ×ÙÌÚÌÕÊÌȮɯÉàɯÙÌÚ×ÖÕËÐÕÎɯÛÖɯHim, and by receiving the 

ministry of His Word, which contains His thoughts. By those three 

elements our minds are shaped in conformity to His will.  

The other passage is Hebrews 5:14: 

 

But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those who 

by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and 

evil. (NKJV) 

 

 This text unearths an important principle about spiritual maturity. 

Namely, that as we practice yielding to the Lord, our spiritual 

instincts become more acute. The text says that the mature believer 

ÏÈÚɯÏÐÚɯɁÚÌÕÚÌÚɂɯÌßÌÙÊÐÚÌËɯÉàɯɁÙÌÈÚÖÕɯÖÍɯÜÚÌɂɯȹÖÙɯÏÈÉÐÛȺɯÛÖɯɁËÐÚÊÌÙÕɂɯ

both good and evil. That is, the mature believer is able to discern the 

moral will of God in all situations. 



 

 

 

 

 Finally, we have a passage in the book of Acts that opens up 

another vista altogether. In Acts 24:16, Paul declares: 

 

This being so, I myself always strive to have a conscience without 

offense toward God and men. (NKJV) 

 

 Each one of us has a conscience. Your conscience is an inward 

monitor that goes ÖÍÍɯÞÏÌÕɯàÖÜɯÚÛÌ×ɯÖÜÛɯÖÍɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÔÖÙÈÓɯÞÐÓÓȭɯ(ÛɀÚɯÓÐÒÌɯ

an alarm. If you violate it, it brings you under conviction. It is not 

ÊÖÕËÌÔÕÈÛÐÖÕȮɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÊÖÔÌÚɯÍÙÖÔɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÌÕÌÔàɯÖÙɯÍÙÖÔɯÈɯ×ÙÌÈÊÏÌÙɯ

who tells you how terrible a Christian you are. It comes from your 

human spirit, the place where God dwells. 

 Both the Holy Spirit and your conscience bear witness to the truth 

(Romans 9:1). It is by your conscience that you can discern the moral 

will of God. Anything that offends your conscience is something to 

stay clear of. Anything that your conscience allows is permissible for 

you. There is another aspect of the conscience that we will handle in 

the last chapter. It has to do with the way the conscience is shaped. 

ȹ3ÏÌɯ!ÐÉÓÌɯÈÓÚÖɯÚ×ÌÈÒÚɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÈɯɁÚÌÈÙÌËɂɯÊÖÕÚÊÐÌÕÊÌȭɯ!ÜÛɯthis is in 

reference to people who continue to reject the dictates of their 

ÊÖÕÚÊÐÌÕÊÌɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ×ÖÐÕÛɯÛÏÈÛɯÐÛɯËÖÌÚÕɀÛɯÖ×ÌÙÈÛÌɯÈÕàɯÓÖÕÎÌÙɭ1 Tim. 4:2.) 

 To sum up, we have been given five lighthouses that guide us into 

the moral will of God: The inward promptings and instincts of the 

Holy Spirit written on our minds and hearts (Heb. 8; Rom. 8; Gal. 5), 



 

 

 

 

the testimony of Scripture (2 Tim. 3), the renewal of our minds (Rom. 

12), the habitual exercise of our spiritual senses (Heb. 5), and the 

dictates of our conscience (Acts 24). 

  ÓÓɯÖÍɯÛÏÌÚÌɯÓÐÎÏÛÏÖÜÚÌÚɯÊÈÜÚÌɯÜÚɯÛÖɯÍÜÓÍÐÓÓɯ/ÈÜÓɀÚɯÞÖÙËɯÐÕɯ

$×ÏÌÚÐÈÕÚɯƙȯƕƛȮɯɁ3ÏÌÙÌÍÖÙÌȮɯÉÌɯÕÖÛɯÜÕÞÐÚÌȮɯÉÜÛɯÜÕËÌÙÚÛÈÕËɯÞÏÈÛɯÛÏÌɯ

ÞÐÓÓɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ+ÖÙËɯÐÚȭɂɯ3ÏÌɯÊÖÕÛÌßÛɯÖÍɯÛÏÐÚɯ×ÈÚÚÈÎÌɯÐÚɯÙÌÍÌÙÙÐÕÎɯÛÖɯ&ÖËɀÚɯ

moral will . . . the path of righteousness, which is Christ. 

 If you have been in the Lord for any length of time, it is not 

ËÐÍÍÐÊÜÓÛɯÛÖɯËÐÚÊÌÙÕɯÛÏÌɯÔÖÙÈÓɯÞÐÓÓɯÖÍɯ&ÖËȭɯ ÎÈÐÕȮɯÛÏÐÕÒɯÖÍɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÔÖÙÈÓɯ

will as a parking lot. A step out of love is a step outside of the 

parking lot. Walking in love is walking in the parking lot. 

 Add to that a safeguard: On moral matters, inward promptings 

are only reliable when they are consistent with the will of God 

disclosed in Scripture. This is one of the reasons why the ministry of 

the Word is so vital to us. It not only reveals Christ to us and feeds 

our spirit, but it also educates us on the way the indwelling Lord 

directs us. For the Christ revealed in Scripture and the Christ who 

lives in us is the same Person. He is the same yesterday, today, and 

forever (Heb. 13:8). Praise the Lord! 

 Let us now handle the question of non-moral decisions. That is, 

how do we choose between parking spaces? 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 CHAPTER 3 

 

 CHOOSING BETWEEN PARKING SPACES  

 

 I will begin this chapter by reiterating that if you are in the 

parking lot, you are in the moral will of God. However, within that 

parking lot, there are many legitimate and acceptable spaces in which 

to park. The choice of the parking space is yours. 

 I have compiled a list of decisions that Christians agonize over in 

ÛÙàÐÕÎɯÛÖɯËÐÚÊÖÝÌÙɯɁ&ÖËɀÚɯ×ÌÙÍÌÊÛɯÞÐÓÓɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÓÐÝÌÚȭɂɯ(ÕɯÈÕËɯÖÍɯ

themselves, every decision on this list is a non-moral issue. So long as 

we are in the parking lot, the choice of where to park is left to you 

and me. They are: 

 

C Should I go to college?  

C If so, which college should I attend?  

C What courses should I take, and what will be my major?  

 



 

 

 

 

C Should I get an undergraduate degree, a masters degree, or a 

doctorate? 

C What job should I apply for and accept?  

C Should I seek a job promotion or a raise? If so, when and how? 

C Where should I live?  

C Should I rent, buy, or build a house? 

C Should I get married?  

C Who should I marry?  

C If I marry, should I have kids?  

C How many kids should I have?  

C Should I use birth control?  

C If so, what type of birth control?  

C Should I have a home birth, use a midwife, or have a hospital 

birth?  

C In what manner should I raise my children? 

C Should I discipline them? If so, how and when should I discipline 

them? 

C Should I home school, send them to private school or public 

school?  

C What foods should I eat and what foods should I avoid?  

C Should I exercise? If so, how, how often, when, and where? 

C 6ÏÌÕɯ(ɀÔɯÚÐÊÒȮɯÚÏÖÜÓËɯ(ɯÚÌÌɯÈɯËÖÊÛÖÙȮɯÉÌÓÐÌÝÌɯ&ÖËȮɯÛÈÒÌɯÔÌËÐÊÐÕÌɯ

or natural supplements?  

C How should I manage my money? Should I make a budget? 



 

 

 

 

Should I save? Invest? If so, how and using what method? 

C What bank should I use? Should I use credit cards? Which and 

how often? 

C How should my spouse and I divide up the division of labor in 

ÖÜÙɯ ÏÖÜÚÌÏÖÓËȳɯ ȹ$ȭÎȭȮɯ ÞÏÖɀÚɯ ÎÖÐÕÎɯ ÛÖɯ ÊÜÛɯ ÛÏÌɯÎÙÈÚÚȮɯÞÈÚÏɯ ÛÏÌɯ

dishes, take out the garbage, etc.?)  

C Should I buy or lease a car? 

C What type of car and how many?  

 

 "ÏÙÐÚÛÐÈÕÚɯÏÈÝÌɯÎÖÕÌɯÉÖÕÒÌÙÚɯÛÙàÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÍÐÕËɯɁÛÏÌɯ×ÌÙÍÌÊÛɯÞÐÓÓɯÖÍɯ

&ÖËɂɯÐÕɯÛÏÌÚÌɯÔÈÛÛÌÙÚȭɯ ÕËɯÛÏÌàɯËÖÕɀÛɯÕÌÌËɯÛÖȭɯ(ɯÙÌ×ÌÈÛȯɯ ÚɯÓÖÕÎɯÈÚɯ

àÖÜɯÈÙÌɯÐÕɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÔÖÙÈÓɯÞÐÓÓȮɯÛÏÌɯÈÉÖÝÌɯËÌÊÐÚÐÖÕÚɯÈÙÌɯÓÌÍÛɯÛÖɯàÖÜÙɯ

choice. That statement alone should remove a load off your 

shoulders. 

 +ÌÛɀÚɯÛÈÒÌɯÛÏÌɯØÜÌÚÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯɁÞÏÐÊÏɯÑÖÉɯÚÏÖÜÓËɯ(ɯÛÈÒÌȳɂɯ ÕɯÐÓÓÌÎÈÓɯÑÖÉɯ

that would compromise your honesty would be outside of the 

parking lot. We can safely say that to make your career selling illegal 

ËÙÜÎÚɯÐÚɯÖÜÛÚÐËÌɯÖÍɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÞÐÓÓȮɯÍÖÙɯÐÕÚÛÈÕÊÌȭɯ!ÜÛɯÛÏÌɯÔÈÕàɯÑÖÉÚɯÛÏÈÛɯ

have no immoral implications associated with them are all within the 

parking lot. The choice as to which one to take is left to you.  

 Now that still leaves us with a question: By what criteria should 

we choose between parking spaces? Do we expect God to give us 

some special revelation on these matters? Or do we just throw up a 

coin and choose based upon which side the coin lands? 



 

 

 

 

 The Lord has not promised to give us special revelation on these 

non-moral issues. He has promised to lead us into His moral will, as 

we have already discussed. But when it comes to the plethora of non-

moral decisions that are constantly before us, He has given no such 

promise. It is for this reason that many Christians become frustrated 

ÞÐÛÏɯ &ÖËɯ ÞÏÌÕɯ 'Ìɯ ËÖÌÚÕɀÛɯ ×ÙÖÝÐËÌɯ ÎÜÐËÈÕÊÌɯ ÖÕɯ ÛÏÌÚÌɯ ÐÚÚÜÌÚȭɯ

Remember the story of Jack.  

 

 Handling Objecti ons 

 

 Ɂ!ÜÛɯ%ÙÈÕÒȮɯÞÏÈÛɯÈÉÖÜÛɯ/ÙÖÝÌÙÉÚɯƗȯƚɯÞÏÌÙÌɯÛÏÌɯ+ÖÙËɯÚÈàÚȮɯ

Acknowledge the Lord in all your ways, and He shall direct your paths?ɂ  

 3ÏÌɯÖÙÐÎÐÕÈÓɯ'ÌÉÙÌÞɯÖÍɯÛÏÈÛɯ×ÈÚÚÈÎÌɯÚÈàÚɯɁ'ÌɯÚÏÈÓÓɯÔÈÒÌɯàÖÜÙɯ

×ÈÛÏÚɯÚÔÖÖÛÏɯÖÙɯÚÛÙÈÐÎÏÛȭɂɯ3ÏÈÛɯÐÚɯÕÖÛɯÈɯ×ÙÖÔÐÚÌɯÛÏÈÛɯ&ÖËɯwill direct 

you in every decision you will ever make. It is a promise that if you 

trust in your Lord instead of yourself, the Lord will make your paths 

smooth.  

 Ɂ!ÜÛɯÞÏÈÛɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÞÏÈÛɯ&ÖËɯÚÈàÚɯÐÕɯ(ÚÈÐÈÏɯƗƔȯƖƕȮɯYour ears shall hear 

a word behind you saying, ȿ3ÏÐÚɯÐÚɯÛÏÌɯÞÈàȮɯÞÈÓÒɯÐÕɯÐÛȭɀɯ6ÏÌÕÌÝÌÙɯàÖÜɯÛÜÙÕɯ

to the right hand and whenever you turn to the left? 

 According to the context of this passage, Israel was in rebellion 

ÈÎÈÐÕÚÛɯÛÏÌɯ+ÖÙËȭɯ2Öɯ&ÖËɯËÐÚÊÐ×ÓÐÕÌËɯ'ÐÚɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌɯÉàɯÎÐÝÐÕÎɯÛÏÌÔɯɁÛÏÌɯ

bread of afflictionȮɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯÞÈÛÌÙɯÖÍɯÈËÝÌÙÚÐÛàɂɯȹ(ÚÈȭɯƗƔȯƖƔȺȭɯ3ÏÐÚɯ

discipline was to bring Israel back to the place where she would 



 

 

 

 

ÈÎÈÐÕɯÓÐÚÛÌÕɯÛÖɯÏÌÙɯÚ×ÐÙÐÛÜÈÓɯÛÌÈÊÏÌÙÚȭɯ3ÏÌɯɁÞÖÙËɂɯÛÏÌɯ+ÖÙËɯÐÚɯÙÌÍÌÙÙÐÕÎɯ

to here is the knowledge of His moral will that Israel should walk in 

ȹÞÏÐÊÏɯÞÈÚɯÛÏÌɯ+ÈÞȺȭɯ3ÏÌɯɁÙÐÎÏÛɯÏÈÕËɂɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯɁÓÌÍÛɯÏÈÕËɂɯÙÌÍÌÙɯÛÖɯ

ÛÏÖÚÌɯÈÊÛÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÈÙÌɯÖÜÛÚÐËÌɯÖÍɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÔÖÙÈÓɯÞÐÓÓȭɯ/ÙÖÝÌÙÉÚɯƘȯƖƛɯÚÈàÚȮɯ

Ɂ3ÜÙÕɯÕÖÛɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯright hand nor to the left; remove thy foot from evilɂɯ

(see also Deu. 5:31-32; 17:18-20; Josh. 1:7).  

 Isaiah 30 is not a promise that God will guide His people in every 

ËÌÊÐÚÐÖÕɯÛÏÌàɯÞÐÓÓɯÍÈÊÌȭɯ(ÛɀÚɯÈɯÙÌÍÌÙÌÕÊÌɯÛÖɯÉÌÐÕÎɯÎÜÐËÌËɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ×ÈÛÏɯÖÍɯ

ÙÐÎÏÛÌÖÜÚÕÌÚÚȭɯ3ÏÌɯɁÞÈàɂɯÐÚɯÛÏÌɯÞÈàɯÖÍɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÔÖÙÈÓɯÞÐÓÓȭ 

 Ɂ!ÜÛɯÞÏÈÛɯÈÉÖÜÛɯ$×ÏÌÚÐÈÕÚɯƖȯƕƔɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÚÈàÚȮɯWe are His 

workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God has 

prepared beforehand that we should walk in them?  

 This is a perfect example of a passage that is referring to the 

ÍÜÓÍÐÓÓÔÌÕÛɯÖÍɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÔÖÙÈÓɯÞÐÓÓȭɯ&ÖÖËɯÞÖÙÒÚɯÈÙÌɯÚÐÔ×ÓàɯËÌÌËÚɯÛÏÈÛɯ

originate wÐÛÏɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÈÊÛÐÝÐÛàɯÐÕɯÈÕËɯÛÏÙÖÜÎÏɯÜÚȭɯ&ÖËɯÒÕÖÞÚɯÈÓÓɯÖÍɯ

those works beforehand, just as He knows all of our actions before 

ÞÌɯÞÌÙÌɯÉÖÙÕȭɯ3ÏÐÚɯÐÚɯÕÖÛɯÈɯÙÌÍÌÙÌÕÊÌɯÛÖɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÓÌÈËÐÕÎɯÐÕɯÕÖÕ-moral 

decisions. The scope of the passage has to do with the outworking of 

the righteousness of Christ in our lives. 

 3ÏÌÙÌɯÈÙÌɯÖÛÏÌÙɯ×ÈÚÚÈÎÌÚɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯÚÜÉÑÌÊÛɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ+ÖÙËɀÚɯÎÜÐËÈÕÊÌɯÛÏÈÛɯ

we can analyze. But let me give you one suggestion. When you come 

ÈÊÙÖÚÚɯÛÏÌÔȮɯÓÖÖÒɯÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÌÕÛÐÙÌɯÊÖÕÛÌßÛɯÈÕËɯÈÚÒɯàÖÜÙÚÌÓÍȮɯɁ(ÚɯÛÏÌɯ

context referring to His moral willɭwalking in the righteousness of 

Christɭor is it referring to some non-ÔÖÙÈÓɯËÌÊÐÚÐÖÕȳɂɯ8ÖÜɯÞÐÓÓɯÍÐÕËɯ



 

 

 

 

that virtually all of them have to do with the former. 

 

 The Greatest Parking Space of All  

 

 +ÌÛɀÚɯÍÐÕÌ-tune this a bit, shall we? Getting back to the question, 

Ɂ'ÖÞɯËÖɯÞÌɯÊÏÖÖÚÌɯÉÌÛÞÌÌÕɯ×ÈÙÒÐÕÎɯÚ×ÈÊÌÚȳȮɂɯ(ɀËɯÓÐÒÌɯÛÖɯÜÚÌɯ

marriage as our example. 

 The New Testament contains some wonderful teaching on this 

particular subject. It shows us the boundaries of the parking lot, and 

it also gives us the choice of parking spaces. 

 When it comes to marriage, there are three core questions to 

address:  

 Whether? When? Who? 

 In 1 Corinthians 7, Paul discusses this issue with a fair amount of 

detail. The principles in this passage apply to every non-moral 

ËÌÊÐÚÐÖÕɯÈɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛÐÈÕɯÞÐÓÓɯÌÝÌÙɯÔÈÒÌȭɯ'ÌÕÊÌȮɯÛÏÌɯÙÌÈÚÖÕɯÞÏàɯÞÌɀÙÌɯ

using it for this chapter. I would encourage you to read the entire 

chapter sometime. For our purposes, we are just going to highlight a 

few sections. 

 

I wish everyone could get along without marrying, just as I do. But 

we are not all the same. God gives some the gift of marriage, and to 

ÖÛÏÌÙÚɯÏÌɯÎÐÝÌÚɯÛÏÌɯÎÐÍÛɯÖÍɯÚÐÕÎÓÌÕÌÚÚȭɯ-ÖÞɯ(ɯÚÈàɯÛÖɯÛÏÖÚÌɯÞÏÖɯÈÙÌÕɀÛɯ

married and to widowsɭÐÛɀÚɯÉÌÛÛÌÙɯÛÖɯÚÛÈàɯÜÕÔÈÙÙÐÌËȮɯÑÜÚÛɯÈÚɯ(ɯÈÔȭɯ



 

 

 

 

But if they ÊÈÕɀÛɯÊÖÕÛÙÖÓɯÛÏÌÔÚÌÓÝÌÚȮɯÛÏÌàɯÚÏÖÜÓËɯÎÖɯÈÏÌÈËɯÈÕËɯÔÈÙÙàȭɯ

(ÛɀÚɯÉÌÛÛÌÙɯÛÖɯÔÈÙÙàɯÛÏÈÕɯÛÖɯÉÜÙÕɯÞÐÛÏɯÓÜÚÛȭɯȹƕɯ"ÖÙȭɯƛȯƛ-9, NLT) 

 

 Here Paul addresses the question of whether . . . whether or not to 

marry. Paul was single. It is very possible that he was married at one 

time. But when he wrote to the Corinthian church, he was celibate. 

And in his judgment, it is better for a Christian to be celibate than to 

be married (see also 1 Cor. 7:32-35). However, this is not the case with 

every Christian. If a Christian cannot control themselves physically, it 

is better for them to marry than to stay single (see also 1 Cor. 7:36). 

 The choice to marry and the choice not to marry are both within 

the will of God. Both are inside the parking lot. To marry or not to 

marry are two parking spaces. The choice as to whether or not to 

marry is left to the judgment of each individual believer. More on 

that later. 

  

So, dear brothers and sisters, whatever situation you were in when 

you became a believer, stay there in your new relationship with God. 

Now, about the young women who are not yet married. I do not have 

a command from the Lord for them. But the Lord in his kindness has 

given me wisdom that can be trusted, and I will share it with you. 

Because of the present crisis, I think it is best to remain just as you 

are. If you have a wife, do not end the marriage. If you do not have a 

wife, do not get married. But if you do get married, it is not a sin. And 



 

 

 

 

if a young woman gets married, it is not a sin. However, I am trying 

to spare you the extra problems that come with marriage. (1 Cor. 7:24-

28, NLT) 

 

 I think that this passage is remarkable. Paul admits that God has 

ÕÖÛɯÙÌÝÌÈÓÌËɯ'ÐÚɯÔÖÙÈÓɯÞÐÓÓɯÛÖɯÏÐÔɯÖÕɯÛÏÐÚɯÐÚÚÜÌȭɯ(ÕɯÖÛÏÌÙɯÞÖÙËÚȮɯÐÛɀÚɯ

ÕÖÛɯÈɯ×ÈÙÒÐÕÎɯÓÖÛɯÔÈÛÛÌÙȭɯ(ÛɀÚɯÈɯ×ÈÙÒÐÕÎɯÚ×ÈÊÌɯÐÚÚue. And he declares 

that God has given him wisdom on it. 

 There were monumental problems happening in Corinth when he 

wrote this letter. History tells us that there was a great famine going 

on at the time. Again, Paul leaves the decision of when to marry to the 

judgment of the believer. But in his opinion, given the dire conditions 

of the day, it was wiser for single Christians not to marry at that time. 

'ÖÞÌÝÌÙȮɯÐÍɯÛÏÌàɯËÌÊÐËÌɯÛÖɯÔÈÙÙàȮɯÛÏÌàɯÈÙÌɯÚÛÐÓÓɯÐÕɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÞÐÓÓȭɯ3Öɯ

ÔÈÙÙàɯÖÙɯÕÖÛɯÛÖɯÔÈÙÙàɯÈÙÌɯÞÐÛÏÐÕɯ&ÖËɀs will. The choice is left to each 

individual believer.  

 Now we move on to the boundaries of the parking lot. That is, 

whom to marry. 

 

The wife is bound by the law as long as her husband liveth; but if her 

husband be dead, she is at liberty to be married to whom she will; only 

in the Lord. (1 Cor. 7:39, KJV) 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 The only boundary the Lord gives us in relation to marriage has to 

do with the spiritual state of the potential spouse. Paul says that 

ÞÐËÖÞÚɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÊÏÜÙÊÏɯÈÙÌɯɁÈÛɯÓÐÉÌÙÛàɯÛÖɯÉÌɯÔÈÙÙÐÌËɯÛÖɯÞÏÖÔɯÛÏÌàɯwill, 

but only in the Lordȭɂɯ-ÖÛÐÊÌɯÛÏÌɯÍÐÙÚÛɯ×ÈÙÛɯÖÍɯÛÏÈÛɯÚÌÕÛÌÕÊÌȯɯɁ2ÏÌɯÐÚɯÈÛɯ

ÓÐÉÌÙÛàɯÛÖɯÉÌɯÔÈÙÙÐÌËɯÛÖɯÞÏÖÔɯÚÏÌɯÞÐÓÓȭɂɯ3ÏÈÛɀÚɯÛÏÌɯ×ÈÙÒÐÕÎɯÚ×ÈÊÌȭɯ!ÜÛɯ

ɁÖÕÓàɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ+ÖÙËȭɂɯ3ÏÈÛɀÚɯÛÏÌɯ×ÈÙÒÐÕÎɯÓÖÛȭɯ 

 A Christian is free to marry anyone as long as that person is a 

Christian of the opposite sex. (The Scriptures condemn 

homosexualityɭ1 Cor. 6:9.) Paul put it another way in 2 Corinthians 

ƚȯƕƘÍÍȭɯ'ÌɯÌßÏÖÙÛÌËɯÛÏÌɯ"ÖÙÐÕÛÏÐÈÕɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛÐÈÕÚɯÕÖÛɯÛÖɯÉÌɯɁÜÕÌØÜÈÓÓàɯ

àÖÒÌËɂɯÛÖÎÌÛÏÌÙɯÞÐÛÏɯÜÕÉÌÓÐÌÝÌÙÚȭɯ,ÈÙÙÐÈÎÌɯÐÚɯÛÏÌɯÏÌÈÝÐÌÚÛɯàÖke of 

all.  

 Consequently, when it comes to marriage, the choices of whether or 

not to marry, when to marry, and who to marry are all parking spaces 

ÞÐÛÏÐÕɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÔÖÙÈÓɯÞÐÓÓȭɯ3ÏÌɯÉÖÜÕËÈÙÐÌÚɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ×ÈÙÒÐÕÎɯÓÖÛɯÈÙÌɯÚÐÔ×Óàɯ

ÛÏÈÛɯÐÛɯÐÚɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÞÐÓÓɯÛÏÈÛɯÈɯÉÌÓÐÌÝÌÙ marry a fellow believer of the 

opposite sex. 

 What, then, is the criteria for deciding on which parking space is 

the best choice?  

 

 The Importance of Wisdom  

 

 (ɀÔɯÎÖÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÞÙÐÛÌɯÛÏÐÚɯÞÐÛÏɯÙÌËɯÍÐÙÌɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÚÒàȭɯ(ÕɯÔÈÒÐÕÎɯÕÖÕ-

moral (but important) decisions, the Lord has given us a criteria by 



 

 

 

 

which to decide. It is wisdom. And when it comes to selecting a 

spouse, you will need all the wisdom in this universe to make a 

ÊÏÖÐÊÌɯÛÏÈÛɯàÖÜɯÞÖÕɀÛɯÙÌÎÙÌÛȭɯ"ÖÕÚÐËÌÙɯÛÏÌɯ×ÙÖÔÐÚÌɯÖÍɯ2ÊÙÐ×ÛÜÙÌȯ 

 

If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all 

liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him. But let him 

ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the 

sea driven and tossed by the wind. For let not that man suppose that 

he will receive anything from the Lord; he is a double-minded man, 

unstable in all his ways. (James 1:5-8, NKJV) 

 

 Another word for wisdom is discernment or sound judgment. 

 ÎÈÐÕȮɯàÖÜɯÊÈÕɯÉÌɯÐÕɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÔÖÙÈÓɯÞÐÓÓɯÈÕËɯÚÛÐÓÓɯÔÈÒÌɯÈɯÍÖÖÓÐÚÏɯÖÙɯ

unwise decision. You can park your car in a foolish space, even 

ÛÏÖÜÎÏɯàÖÜɯÈÙÌɯ×ÈÙÒÐÕÎɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ×ÈÙÒÐÕÎɯÓÖÛɯÖÍɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÞÐÓÓȭɯ8ÖÜɯÏÈÝÌÕɀÛɯ

ÚÐÕÕÌËɯÖÙɯÔÐÚÚÌËɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÞÐÓÓȭɯ8ÖÜɀÝÌɯÑÜÚÛɯÕÖÛɯÉÌÌÕɯÝÌÙàɯÞÐÚÌȭ 

 (ÍɯàÖÜɯÏÈÝÌɯÉÌÌÕɯÌÕÚÓÈÝÌËɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÐËÌÈɯÛÏÈÛɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÞÐÓÓɯÐÚɯÓÐÒÌɯÈɯÛÙÈÐÕɯ

track, this ought to liberate you. I am trying to spare you lots of 

frustration, confusion, and guilt. The beauty of what James tells us is 

that wisdom is available to us. All that is required is to request it in 

faith. 

 Wisdom is the ability to discern what is spiritually advantageous 

ÐÕɯÈɯÎÐÝÌÕɯÚÐÛÜÈÛÐÖÕȭɯ2Ü××ÖÚÌɯÛÏÈÛɯ(ɀÔɯÈɯàÖÜÕÎȮɯÚÛÜ×ÐËȮɯÚÐÕÎÓÌɯÉÙÖÛÏÌÙɯ

ÖÍɯƖƔɯàÌÈÙÚɯÖÍɯÈÎÌȭɯ,àɯÉÖËàɯÐÚɯ×ÜÔ×ÐÕÎɯÞÐÛÏɯÏÖÙÔÖÕÌÚȮɯÈÕËɯ(ɀÔɯ



 

 

 

 

ÉÌÐÕÎɯÛÌÔ×ÛÌËɯÓÌÍÛɯÈÕËɯÙÐÎÏÛȭɯ(ɀÔɯÏÈÝÐÕÎɯÈɯÍÐÌÙÊÌɯÚÛÙÜÎÎÓÌɯÞÐÛÏɯÔàɯ

thoughts and desires. It would be profoundly foolish of me to make a 

vow to the Lord that I will be celibate my entire life! Are you 

ÍÖÓÓÖÞÐÕÎɯÔÌȳɯ3ÏÈÛɀÚɯÑÜÚÛɯ×ÓÈÐÕɯÔÖÙÖÕÐÊȭɯ 

 8ÖÜȮɯÚÐÙȮɯËÖÕɀÛɯÕÌÌËɯ&ÖËɯÛÖɯÙÌÝÌÈÓɯÛÖɯàÖÜɯÐÕɯÈɯËÙÌÈÔȮɯÉàɯÈÕɯÈÕÎÌÓȮɯ

an inward impression, or a Divine sign that you ought to seek 

marriage. Wisdom will give you that knowledge. 

 Now if you are a Christian man or a Christian woman, to marry 

ÈÕàɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛÐÈÕɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÖ××ÖÚÐÛÌɯÚÌßɯÐÚɯÞÐÛÏÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ×ÈÙÒÐÕÎɯÓÖÛɯÖÍɯ&ÖËɀÚɯ

moral will. Paul said that he had the liberty to marry a sister in the 

Lord and take her on his ministry trips, as was the practice of Peter 

and the other apostles (1 Cor. 9:5). So Paul was free to marry a sister 

in Christ. But let me tell you something. You would be very foolish to 

pick just any sister or brother as a marriage partner. It requires 

wisdom to discover which sister or which brother you will be 

compatible with for the long haul without constant misery. 

 2ÖɯÐÍɯàÖÜɯÔÈÙÙàɯÈɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛÐÈÕȮɯàÖÜɯÈÙÌɯÞÐÛÏÐÕɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÔÖÙÈÓɯÞÐÓÓȭɯ!ÜÛɯ

you would be very wise to marry a Christian who is compatible with 

you. Consequently, you do well to acquire wisdom for such 

decisions. 

 6ÐÚËÖÔɯÈÚÒÚȮɯɁ6ÏÈÛɯÐÚɯÎÖÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÉÌɯÚ×ÐÙÐÛÜÈÓÓàɯÈËÝÈÕÛÈÎÌÖÜÚɯÛÖɯÔÌɯ

and to others? What decision will best promote the kingdom of God? 

What decision will be bÌÚÛɯÍÖÙɯÈÓÓɯÐÕÝÖÓÝÌËȮɯÐÕÊÓÜËÐÕÎɯÔàÚÌÓÍȳɂ 

 There may be many decisions that are of equal spiritual benefit. It 



 

 

 

 

matters not which one you pick. They are equally wise. On the other 

hand, there are those decisions that will mean great profit or great 

loss for many years depending on your choice. And when it comes to 

the realm of single adults who are eligible for marriage, this is not a 

case of equal options. The question of when to marry also requires 

wisdom to make a prudent choice. 

 In short, the Lord has not promised to lead us supernaturally in 

non-moral decisions. But He has promised to grant us wisdom. 

 So how does one acquire wisdom in making a non-moral decision? 

One way is simply to ask the Lord for it. This does not mean that 

'ÌɀÚɯÎÖÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÎÐÝÌɯàÖÜɯÚÖme kind of supernatural revelation, sign, or 

impression. Wisdom involves discernment; it involves sound 

judgment. 

 God gives us wisdom most typically through the experience of life 

(often by our own mistakes or the mistakes of others). When we are 

young, we are wise to gain wisdom from those who are older than us 

(Prov. 13:20). We are wise to learn from those who have more 

experience in life. Proverbs is a book that is filled with the wisdom of 

King Solomon, who was the wisest man on the earth before Christ 

ÌÕÛÌÙÌËɯÏÜÔÈÕɯÏÐÚÛÖÙàȭɯ2ÖÓÖÔÖÕɀÚɯÞÐÚËÖÔɯÐÚɯÙÌÊÖÙËÌËɯÍÖÙɯÈÓÓɯÖÍɯÜÚɯÛÖɯ

glean from. 

 There is also wisdom in the Body of Christ. The Body includes 

those servants of God who have gone before us (through their 

writings and their testimony). It also includes those living saints with 



 

 

 

 

whom we can fellowship over important matters. 

 +ÌÛɯÔÌɯÔÈÒÌɯÛÏÐÚɯÙÌÈÓɯ×ÙÈÊÛÐÊÈÓȭɯ(Íɯ(ɀÔɯÎÖÐÕÎɯÛÖɯ×ÜÙÊÏÈÚÌɯÈɯÊÈÙȮɯÐÕɯ

order to make a wise decision, I will rely on those who have more 

knowledge about cars than I do. I will even read up on the subject by 

those who have researched it. While the Lord may supernaturally 

reveal to me to buy a certain car, He has given no such promise. 

Hence, I cannot expect Him to do so. 

 But I can expect Him to give me wisdom if I ask for it. And I can 

seek for wisdom as the book of Proverbs exhorts us to do (Prov. 4:5ff; 

8:1ff). A wise person receives instruction from those who are wiser 

than himself (Prov. 9:9).  

 'ÌÙÌɯÐÚɯÈɯÉÐÛɯÖÍɯÞÐÚËÖÔɯÚÛÙÈÐÎÏÛɯÍÙÖÔɯ/ÙÖÝÌÙÉÚȯɯɁ(ÕɯÛÏÌɯÔÜÓÛÐÛÜËÌɯ

of counselors there is safeÛàɂɯȹ/ÙÖÝȭɯƕƕȯƕƘȰɯƖƘȯƚȺȭɯ3ÏÈÛɀÚɯÈɯ×ÐÌÊÌɯÖÍɯÎÖÓËɯ

that you can put in your pocket for life. 

 

 Examples of Wisdom in the New Testament  

 

 When the church in Jerusalem met its first crisis, the apostles said, 

Ɂ/ÐÊÒɯÚÌÝÌÕɯÔÌÕɯÈÔÖÕÎɯàÖÜɯÞÏÖɯÈÙÌɯÚ×ÐÙÐÛÜÈÓɯÈÕËɯwho have wisdom.ɂɯ

Why? So that they can decode the road signs and the inward 

impressions that God would give them? No! So that they would 

make a prudent exercise of judgment in resolving the crisis. 

 In the Corinthian church, there were some brothers taking other 

brothers to the secular courts to resolve personal conflicts. What was 



 

 

 

 

/ÈÜÓɀÚɯÚÖÓÜÛÐÖÕȳɯ'ÌɯÚÈÐËȮɯɁ"ÏÖÖÚÌɯÖÜÛɯÈÔÖÕÎɯàÖÜɯÛÏÖÚÌɯÉÌÓÐÌÝÌÙÚɯ

ÞÏÖɯÊÈÕɯËÌÊÐ×ÏÌÙɯÐÕÞÈÙËɯÐÔ×ÙÌÚÚÐÖÕÚɯÈÕËɯÐÕÛÌÙ×ÙÌÛɯÖÜÛÞÈÙËɯÚÐÎÕÚȭɂɯ

-Öȵɯ'ÌɯËÐËÕɀÛɯÚÈàɯÛÏÈÛȭɯ'ÌɯÚÈÐËȮɯɁ(ÚɯÛÏÌÙÌɯÕÖÛ a wise man among you 

ÞÏÖɯÊÈÕɯÚÌÛÛÓÌɯÛÏÌÚÌɯËÐÚ×ÜÛÌÚȳɂ 

 And when Paul gives instruction about elders in his letters to 

3ÐÔÖÛÏàɯÈÕËɯ3ÐÛÜÚȮɯÏÌɯÚÈàÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÌÓËÌÙÚɯÈÙÌɯÛÏÖÚÌɯÞÏÖɯɁÈÙÌɯÚÌÕÚÐÉÓÌɯ

ÈÕËɯËÐÚÊÙÌÌÛȭɂɯ(ÕɯÖÛÏÌÙɯÞÖÙËÚȮɯÛÏÌàɯ×ÖÚÚÌÚÚɯÞÐÚËÖÔɯÈÕËɯÚÖÜÕËɯ

judgment (1 Tim. 3:2; Titus 1:8; 2:2). 

 In Acts 15, we have a beautiful record about what the church in 

Jerusalem did in making a major decision. After a long discussion, 

ÛÏÌɯÈ×ÖÚÛÓÌÚɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯÊÏÜÙÊÏɯÚÈàɯÛÏÐÚȯɯɁ(Ûɯseemed good to the Holy Spirit 

and to usɂ to do thus aÕËɯÚÖȭɯɁ(ÛɯÚÌÌÔÌËɯÎÖÖËɯÛÖɯÜÚȭɂɯ3ÏÐÚɯÐÚɯÞÐÚËÖÔȭ 

 What is more astounding is that Luke uses these very words in his 

Ö×ÌÕÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÏÐÚɯ&ÖÚ×ÌÓȭɯɁ(Ûɯseemed good to me, having had perfect 

ÜÕËÌÙÚÛÈÕËÐÕÎɯÖÍɯÈÓÓɯÛÏÐÕÎÚɯÍÙÖÔɯÛÏÌɯÉÌÎÐÕÕÐÕÎȮɯÛÖɯÞÙÐÛÌɯÛÖɯàÖÜȭɂɯ(Ûɯ

ɁÚÌÌÔÌËɯÎÖÖËɂɯÛÖɯ+ÜÒÌɯÛÖɯÞÙÐÛÌɯÛÏÌɯ&ÖÚ×ÌÓɯÊÈÓÓÌËɯɁ+ÜÒÌȮɂɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯ

Holy Spirit inspired every word! 

 Wisdom is not your own natural reasoning independent of God. It 

comes out of dependence on the Lord. What is more, true wisdom 

not only comes from God. True wisdom is Jesus Christ personified!  

 So any piece of authentic wisdom that you receive comes from 

your Lord, for He is Wisdom. Note the following exhortations to 

ÌßÌÙÊÐÚÌɯÑÜËÎÔÌÕÛȮɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÐÚɯÞÐÚËÖÔɀÚɯÊÖÜÚÐÕȯ 

 



 

 

 

 

Do not judge according to appearance, but JUDGE with righteous 

JUDGMENT. (John 7:24, NKJV) 

 

TEST all things; hold fast what is good. Abstain from every form of 

evil. (1 Thess. 5:21-22, NKJV) 

 

CONSIDER what I say, and may the Lord give you 

UNDERSTANDING in all things. (2 Tim. 2:7, NKJV) 

 

See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as WISE, 

redeeming the time, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be 

unwise, but UNDERSTAND what the will of the Lord is. (Eph. 5:15-

17, NKJV) 

 

I speak as to WISE men; JUDGE for yourselves what I say. (1 Cor. 

10:15, NKJV) 

 

JUDGE among yourselves . . . (1 Cor. 11:13, NKJV) 

 

Let the two or three prophets speak, and let the others JUDGE. (1 Cor. 

14:29, NKJV) 

 

 (ÕɯÚÜÔȮɯÛÖɯÔÈÒÌɯËÌÊÐÚÐÖÕÚɯÙÌÎÈÙËÐÕÎɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÔÖÙÈÓɯÞÐÓÓɯȭɯȭɯȭɯÛÖɯÍÐÕËɯ

the parking lot . . . we have the witness of the indwelling Spirit, the 



 

 

 

 

witness of our conscience, and the witness of the Scriptures. But in 

making non-moral decisions, God has promised to give wisdom to 

those who seek it. 

 Allow me to add a footnote to that. All decisions and plans we 

make should be subjected to the sovereign will of God. This is 

important. Planning is fine, and it is quite Scriptural. But when we 

×ÓÈÕȮɯÖÜÙɯÐÕÞÈÙËɯÈÛÛÐÛÜËÌɯÐÚɯÖÕÌɯÖÍɯÚÜÉÔÐÛÛÐÕÎɯÛÖɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÚÖÝÌÙÌÐÎÕɯ

will, for God may decide to change our plans. In his epistle, James 

encourages planning. But he exhorts that all plans should be 

ÚÜÉÑÌÊÛÌËɯÛÖɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÚÖÝÌÙÌÐÎÕɯÞÐÓÓȭ 

 

"ÖÔÌɯÕÖÞȮɯàÖÜɯÞÏÖɯÚÈàȮɯɁ3ÖËÈàɯÖÙɯÛÖÔÖÙÙÖÞɯÞÌɯÞÐÓÓɯÎÖɯÛÖɯÚÜÊÏɯÈÕËɯ

ÚÜÊÏɯÈɯÊÐÛàȮɯÚ×ÌÕËɯÈɯàÌÈÙɯÛÏÌÙÌȮɯÉÜàɯÈÕËɯÚÌÓÓȮɯÈÕËɯÔÈÒÌɯÈɯ×ÙÖÍÐÛɂȰɯ

whereas you do not know what will happen tomorrow. For what is 

your life? It is even a vapor that appears for a little time and then 

ÝÈÕÐÚÏÌÚɯÈÞÈàȭɯ(ÕÚÛÌÈËɯàÖÜɯÖÜÎÏÛɯÛÖɯÚÈàȮɯɁ(ÍɯÛÏÌɯ+ÖÙËɯÞÐÓÓÚȮɯÞÌɯÚÏÈÓÓɯ

ÓÐÝÌɯÈÕËɯËÖɯÛÏÐÚɯÖÙɯÛÏÈÛȭɂɯ!ÜÛɯÕÖÞɯàÖÜɯÉÖÈÚÛɯÐÕɯàÖÜÙɯÈÙÙÖÎÈÕÊÌȭɯ ÓÓɯ

such boasting is evil. (James 4:13-16, NKJV) 

 

 &ÖËɀÚɯÚÖÝÌÙÌÐÎÕɯÞÐÓÓɯÐÚɯÖÝÌÙɯÌÝÌÙàÛÏÐÕÎɯÞÌɯËÖȭɯ ÊÒÕÖÞÓÌËÎÐÕÎɯ

the Lord is to acknowledge His sovereign will and to yield our plans 

to Him. In doing so, we have an attitude and outlook that says, 

Ɂ+ÖÙËȮɯ(ɯÞÐÚÏɯÛÖɯËÖɯÚÜÊÏɯÈÕËɯÚÜÊh. But only if you are willing. I 

ÚÜÉÔÐÛɯÛÖɯàÖÜÙɯÞÐÓÓɯÐÕɯÈÓÓɯÛÏÐÕÎÚȭɂ 



 

 

 

 

 When we adopt this posture, we are recognizing that the Lord 

may have a different plan for us. Thus we give Him our consent to 

cut into our plans if He so chooses. To submit under His mighty 

hand, as Peter says, we are giving Him permission to change our 

plans, and we will not fight or resist it if He does.  

 Have you ever sensed inside your being that you were trying to 

force or drive something to happen? This most always means that 

you ÈÙÌɯÙÌÚÐÚÛÐÕÎɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÚÖÝÌÙÌÐÎÕɯÞÐÓÓȭɯ(ÕɯÚÜÊÏɯÛÐÔÌÚȮɯÐÛɯÐÚɯÉÌÛÛÌÙɯÛÖɯ

take your hands off the situation, and let God do what He wants. 

When the Lord is driving something, there is a calm poise about it. A 

ÊÌÙÛÈÐÕɯÍÓÖÞÐÕÎɯÈÕËɯÌÈÚÌȭɯ3ÏÌɯÚÌÕÚÌɯÖÍɯɁÏÜÔÈÕɯÍÖÙÊÌɂɯis not present. 

 In the New Testament, we find Paul exercising this outlook (Rom. 

ƕƙȯƗƖȰɯƕɯ"ÖÙȭɯƘȯƕƝȰɯƕƚȯƛȺȭɯ'ÌɯÞÐÓÓɯÖÍÛÌÕɯÚÈàȮɯɁ(ɯ×ÓÈÕɯÛÖɯÝÐÚÐÛɯàÖÜɯÚÏÖÙÛÓàȮɯ

if the Lord wills.ɂɯ/ÈÜÓɯÚÜÉÔÐÛÛÌËɯÌÝÌÙàÛÏÐÕÎɯÛÖɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÚÖÝÌÙÌÐÎÕɯÞÐÓÓɯ

lest he find himself kicking against the Lord Himself. One of the 

greatest struggles in the Christian life is found here: It is learning to 

ÓÌÛɯÎÖɯÈÕËɯ×ÜÛɯÔÈÛÛÌÙÚɯÖÍɯ×ÌÙÚÖÕÈÓɯÐÕÛÌÙÌÚÛɯÐÕÛÖɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÏÈÕËÚȭɯ+ÌÈÙÕÐÕÎɯ

to do this is a sign of spiritual maturity. 

 

 A Story in Summary  

 

 When it comes to non-moral issues such as the decisions I listed at 

the outset of this chapter (e.g., where to go to school, who to marry, 

what job to take, how many children to have, etc.), God certainly can 



 

 

 

 

give you supernatural guidance. However, He has given us no such 

promise. He leaves the decisions in these areas to our discernment. 

 However, if He does lead you in some supernatural way on a non-

moral issueɭÉÌɯÐÛɯÈÕɯÐÕÞÈÙËɯ×ÙÖÔ×ÛÐÕÎȮɯÈɯɁ×ÌÙÚÖÕÈÓɯ×ÙÖ×ÏÌÊàȮɂɯÖÙɯ

an outward sign such as a dream or visionɭit should only be trusted 

if it is consistent with wisdom (sound judgment) and the moral will 

of God disclosed in Scripture.  

 (Íɯ&ÖËɀÚɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌɯÞÖÜÓËɯ×ÈàɯÏÌÌËɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÈÉÖÝÌɯ×ÙÐÕÊÐ×ÓÌȮɯÐÛɯÞÖÜÓËɯ

spare them from making many foolish decisions in life. It certainly 

would have spared Jack from missing out on two wonderful 

opportunities that the Lord brought his way. 

 (ɀËɯÓÐÒÌɯÛÖɯÔÌÕÛÐÖÕɯÖÕÌɯÍÜÙÛÏÌÙɯ×ÖÐÕÛɯÖÕɯÛÏÐÚɯÚÊÖÙÌȭɯ$ÝÌÕɯÐÍɯàÖÜɯ

make a foolish decision . . . even if you make a mistake in judgment . . 

. even if you miss a golden opportunity due to an error in judgment, 

&ÖËɀÚɯÚÖÝÌÙÌÐÎÕɯÞÐÓÓɯÐÚɯÚÖɯÎÙÈÕËɯÛÏÈÛɯ'ÌɯÞÖÙÒÚɯÈÓÓɯÛÏÐÕÎÚɯÛÖÎÌÛÏÌÙɯÍÖÙɯ

the good of those who love Him (Rom. 8:28).  

 This is not an excuse to make foolish decisions deliberately. But it 

certainly does remove the pressure to always make the best decision. 

If we are yielded to Him, the Lord will forge wisdom within us on 

the anvil of our mistakes. This is the genius of our God. He has a way 

of making lemonade out of our lemons. So while I am trying to 

mitigate the pain and damage that foolish decisions reap, experience 

(even when brutal) is a very effective teacher. 

 (ɯÞÐÓÓɯÌÕËɯÛÏÐÚɯÊÏÈ×ÛÌÙɯÉàɯÚÜÔÔÈÙÐáÐÕÎɯÞÏÈÛɯÞÌɀÝÌɯÓÌÈÙÕÌËɯÉàɯ



 

 

 

 

telling you a story. I have known two couples in my life that made 

the same decisions, but the results were drastically different. We will 

call the first couple Don and Deb. The other couple we will call Jim 

and Jen.  

 Don and Deb both graduated college at the same time. They 

married shortly afterward. Don has a good-paying job. Deb chose to 

be a housewife. Both are highly educated and love children. Don and 

Deb come from large families and both have dreamed of having large 

families all their lives. So after looking at their long-term financial 

situation, and after judging what would be spiritually advantageous 

to themɭweighing the costs and the benefits practicallyɭthey made 

the decision to not use birth control. As a result, the couple ended up 

having more than five children. They own a large home with five 

bedrooms. After doing a great deal of research and soul-searching, 

they also decided that Deb would homeschool the children. 

 (ɀÝÌɯÞÈÛÊÏÌËɯÛÏÐÚɯÍÈÔÐÓàɯÍÐÙÚÛÏÈÕËȭɯ3ÏÌɯÊÏÐÓËÙÌÕɯÈÙÌɯÈÓÓɯÝÌÙàɯÞÌÓÓɯ

disciplined. Deb is very educated, and she does a great job 

homeschooling. The kids are more mature than most children of the 

same age who attend public school. And they are more advanced 

intellectually. What is more, Don and Deb are highly skilled parents. 

They had great role models growing up, and they are avid readers on 

parenting. They have a wealth of patience and possess the emotional 

resources to take on their army of little ones. 

 -ÖÞɯÓÌÛɀÚɯÚÏÐÍÛɯÛÏÌɯÚÊÌÕÌɯÛÖɯ)ÐÔɯÈÕËɯ)ÌÕȭɯ ÍÛÌÙɯÛÏÌàɯÔÈÙÙÐÌËȮɯ)ÐÔɯ



 

 

 

 

and Jen went to a Christian life seminar that lasted a week or so. In it, 

they were taught that &ÖËɀÚɯÞÐÓÓɯÐÚɯÍÖÙɯÈÓÓɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛÐÈÕÚɯÛÖɯÏÈÝÌɯÓÈÙÎÌɯ

families. They were also taught that God is against any form of birth 

control. Further, they were taught that God wants all Christians to 

homeschool their children because public schools are evil. 

 Consequently, Jim and Jen began having children immediately. 

)ÐÔɯÏÈÚɯÈÓÞÈàÚɯÏÈËɯÛÙÖÜÉÓÌɯÕÈÐÓÐÕÎɯËÖÞÕɯÚÛÌÈËàɯÞÖÙÒȮɯÚÖɯÏÌɀÚɯÔÖÝÌËɯ

from job to job. Jim and Jen have more than five children. However, 

they have an enormous struggle meeting their bills and caring for 

their children. Consequently, they live in constant debt. 

 Further, Jen homeschools the kids, as she was taught in the 

ÚÌÔÐÕÈÙȭɯ!ÜÛɯÚÏÌɀÚɯÕÖÛɯÝÌÙàɯÎÖÖËɯÈÛɯÐÛȭɯ'ÌÙɯÊÏÐÓËÙÌÕɯÈÙÌɯÓÌÚÚɯÔÈÛÜÙÌɯ

and less educated than children of the same age who attend public 

school. Add to that, Jim and Jen have great trouble handling their 

ÊÏÐÓËÙÌÕȭɯ3ÏÌàɯËÖÕɀÛɯÚÌÌÔɯÛÖɯÏÈÝÌɯÛÏÌɯ×ÈÛÐÌÕÊÌɯÖÙɯÛÏÌɯÌÔÖÛÐÖÕÈÓɯ

resources to handle their little army. They did fine with two children. 

But when the family grew beyond that number, life began to break 

down. There is constant fighting, bickering, conflict, and stress in the 

home. 

 So we have two different couples making the same decisions for 

different reasons. I leave you with this question:  

 Which couple used wisdom to make their decisions and which did not? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 CHAPTER 4 

 

 SHARING THE LOT WITH FELLOW CHRISTIANS  

 

 We have learned that God has promised to lead and guide us into 

His moral will. And we discussed how He leads us into His moral 

ÞÐÓÓȭɯ6ÌɯÈÓÚÖɯ×ÖÐÕÛÌËɯÖÜÛɯÛÏÈÛɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÞÐÓÓɯÐÚɯÈɯÓÖÛ like a parking lot. 

 In addition, we discovered that in non-moral areas, God leaves the 

decision to us. The non-moral decisions of life can be likened to the 

×ÈÙÒÐÕÎɯÚ×ÈÊÌÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÈÙÌɯÞÐÛÏÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ×ÈÙÒÐÕÎɯÓÖÛɯÖÍɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÔÖÙÈÓɯÞÐÓÓȭɯ

The Lord has also promised to give us wisdom in making such 

decisions. 

 But what happens when Christians who fellowship together hold 

to different views on the boundaries of the parking lot? That is, what 

do you do if your brother or sister in Christ believes that a particular 

practice that you regard as a legitimate parking space is outside of 

&ÖËɀÚɯÞÐÓÓȳɯ3ÏÈÛɀÚɯÛÏÌɯÚÜÉÑÌÊÛɯÖÍɯÛÏÐÚɯÊÏÈ×ÛÌÙȭɯ 

 I will say quite candidly that if you can wrap your arms around 

  



 

 

 

 

the principles laid out in this chapter, it will save a church from many 

splits and conflicts. 

 There are many things that are not sinful. But they are not 

Ú×ÐÙÐÛÜÈÓɯÌÐÛÏÌÙȭɯ,ÖÙÈÓÓàɯÚ×ÌÈÒÐÕÎȮɯÛÏÌàɯÈÙÌɯÕÌÜÛÙÈÓɯÐÕɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÌàÌÚȭɯ

They are parking spaces. And God leaves the choice to us. 

 &ÖËɀÚɯÔÖÙÈÓɯÞÐÓÓɯÐÚɯÖÕÌɯÛÏÐÕÎȭɯ!ÜÛɯÛÏÌɯapplication of it is another. 

When Christians differ on the boundaries of the parking lot, it is 

typically a case of a difference on how the moral will of God should 

be applied. 

 %ÖÙɯÐÕÚÛÈÕÊÌȮɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÔÖÙÈÓɯÞÐÓÓɯÐÚɯÛÏÈÛɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛÐÈÕÚɯÉÌɯÚÌ×ÈÙÈÛÌɯÍÙÖÔɯ

the world (John 15:19ff.; 2 Cor. 6:14ff.; Rom. 12:2; Jam. 1:27; 1 John 

2:15ff.). But how exactly a Christian is to be separate from the world is 

an open question.  

 With that said, the Holy Spirit must bring the rest of this message. 

You will not find any specific rules to follow in the ensuing pages. 

But you will be introduced to some broad principles that are 

envisioned in the New Testament. Principles  which will help you to 

follow the mind of the Spirit in such matters. The Holy Spirit give 

you light and apply these principles specifically to your life. 

 

 Returning to Mount Sinai  

 

 I have been a Christian for over thirty years now. And I have met 

scores of believers who had their own convictions about the 



 

 

 

 

ÉÖÜÕËÈÙÐÌÚɯÖÍɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÞÐÓÓɯÛÏÈÛɯÞÌÙÌɯÕÖÛɯÚÏÈÙÌËɯÞÐÛÏɯÖÛÏÌÙɯÉÌÓÐÌÝÌÙÚȭɯ

Moses delivered the Law from Mount Sinai. That was the beginning 

of the 613 laws found in the Old Covenant.  

 Interestingly, Christians have devised their own set of laws. What 

follows is a list of convictions held by various Christians that I have 

known throughout the years: 

 

&ÖËɀÚɯÞÐÓÓɯÐÚɯÍÖÙɯÈÓÓɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛÐÈÕÚɯȭɯȭɯȭ 

 

C to never listen to secular music. 

C to vote Republican. 

C to vote Democrat. 

C to begin a ministry for homeless people and prisoners. 

C to begin a campaign to fight abortion, pornography, and gay 

marriage. 

C to not own a television set. 

C to not own two television sets. 

C to never support the military and to be against all wars. 

C to have home births.  

C to homeschool their children. 

C to not use birth control. 

C to have as many children as possible. 

C to watch only G or PG movies. 

C to not attend movie cinemas or theaters. 



 

 

 

 

C to never dance unless it is to Christian worship music. 

C to never drink alcohol. 

C to never see a psychologist or psychiatrist. 

C to speak in tongues. 

C to never speak in tongues. 

C to never see a doctor, but to believe God for healing. 

C to not use medicines, only herbs and natural supplements. 

C to never eat meat. 

C to keep the Sabbath (Saturday) holy. 

C to keep Sunday holy. 

C to tithe to their local church from their net income. 

C to tithe to their local church from their gross income. 

C to give as they have purposed in their heart to give. 

C to avoid the unclean foods listed in the Law of Moses. 

C to not watch the news or read newspapers. 

C to never spend more than $30 on a watch. 

C to read their Bible every day. 

C to pray at least one hour a day. 

C to never buy a lottery ticket. 

C to witness to at least one unsaved person each day. 

C ÛÖɯÕÖÛɯÊÌÓÌÉÙÈÛÌɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛÔÈÚɯȹÛÏÌàɯÚÏÖÜÓËÕɀÛɯÏÈÝÌɯÈɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛÔÈÚɯÛÙÌÌȮɯ

lights, or exchange presents). 

C to not allow their kids to participate in Easter egg hunts or go 

trick-or-treating. 



 

 

 

 

C to not own expensive vehicles. 

C to not own insurance. 

C to not lock their car doors. 

C to not lock the doors of their house. 

 

&ÖËɀÚɯÞÐÓÓɯÐÚɯÍÖÙɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛÐÈÕɯÞÖÔÌÕɯȭɯȭɯȭɯ 

 

C to never wear jewelry. 

C to wear a veil on their heads in church gatherings. 

C to never cut their hair. 

C to wear clothing that never exposes their legs. 

C to be silent in church meetings. 

C to never wear a bikini. 

 

 The Limitations of Personal Conscience  

 

 In Chapter 2, we discussed the conscience. The conscience is an 

ÐÕÛÌÙÕÈÓɯÎÜÐËÌɯÐÕÛÖɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÔÖÙÈÓɯÞÐÓÓȭɯ'ÖÞÌÝÌÙȮɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÕÚÊÐÌÕÊÌɯÐÚɯ

limited by knowledge. 

 Every person has an internal line that is drawn by his or her 

conscience. If you cross that line, you have sinned. Yet because the 

line drawn by our conscience is limited by our knowledge, the line of 

some Christians will differ from others. 

 Consequently, I may engage in a certain behavior that my 



 

 

 

 

conscience condemns. That certain behavior is sin to me. However, 

you may engage in that same behavior, and your conscience will not 

condemn you. Thus it will not be a sin for you. Why is this? It is 

because the conscience is limited by knowledge.  

 For example, I knew a man once who was taught as a young child 

that the movie theater is the house of devils. Consequently, if this 

man even walked into a movie theater, his conscience would 

condemn him. For him, to do such a thing would be willfully sinning 

against his Lord. 

 For other Christians, this is not the case. They could walk into a 

movie theater without wincing. And they can even glorify God in 

doing so. 

 3ÏÌɯÊÖÕÚÊÐÌÕÊÌɯÐÚɯÛÏÌɯÊÜÙÙÌÕÛɯÚÛÈÕËÈÙËɯÖÍɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÞÐÓÓɯÍÖÙɯÖÜÙɯÓÐÝÌÚȭɯ

It must be obeyed else it will condemn us. Typically, mature 

Christians have more freedom than do immature Christians. This is 

because mature Christians tend to have more knowledge. As Paul 

ÚÈÐËȮɯɁ4ÕÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ×ÜÙÌɯÈÓÓɯÛÏÐÕÎÚɯÈÙÌɯ×ÜÙÌɯȭɯȭɯȭɂɯȹ3ÐÛÜÚɯƕȯƕƙȺȭɯɁ ÓÓɯÛÏÐÕÎÚɯ

ÈÙÌɯÓÈÞÍÜÓȮɯÉÜÛɯÕÖÛɯÈÓÓɯÛÏÐÕÎÚɯÈÙÌɯÚ×ÐÙÐÛÜÈÓÓàɯ×ÙÖÍÐÛÈÉÓÌɯÖÙɯÌËÐÍàÐÕÎɂɯȹƕɯ

Cor. 6:12; 10:23). 

 

 Food Fights and Sabbath Wars  

 

 The New Testament gives us two instructive examples of how 

Christians can encounter conflict over issues of conscience. One was 



 

 

 

 

in the church in Rome; the other was in the church in Corinth. Let us 

look at both. I would then like to extract from these two scenes some 

enduring principles that I believe will deliver us from splitting the 

Body of Christ over matters of personal conscience.  

 The first has to do with the problems in the church in Rome. Here 

are some excerpts from Romans 14 and 15 where Paul addresses the 

issue: 

 

  ÊÊÌ×Ûɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛÐÈÕÚɯÞÏÖɯÈÙÌɯÞÌÈÒɯÐÕɯÍÈÐÛÏȮɯÈÕËɯËÖÕɀÛɯÈÙÎÜÌɯÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÌÔɯ

about what they think is right or wrong. For instance, one person believes it 

is all right to eat anything. But another believer who has a sensitive 

conscience will eat only vegetables. Those who think it is all right to eat 

ÈÕàÛÏÐÕÎɯÔÜÚÛɯÕÖÛɯÓÖÖÒɯËÖÞÕɯÖÕɯÛÏÖÚÌɯÞÏÖɯÞÖÕɀÛȭɯ ÕËɯÛÏÖÚÌɯÞÏÖɯÞÖÕɀÛɯÌÈÛɯ

certain foods must not condemn those who do, for God has accepted them. 

6ÏÖɯÈÙÌɯàÖÜɯÛÖɯÊÖÕËÌÔÕɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÚÌÙÝÈÕÛÚȳɯ3ÏÌàɯÈÙÌɯÙÌÚ×ÖÕÚÐÉÓÌɯÛo the Lord, 

ÚÖɯÓÌÛɯÏÐÔɯÛÌÓÓɯÛÏÌÔɯÞÏÌÛÏÌÙɯÛÏÌàɯÈÙÌɯÙÐÎÏÛɯÖÙɯÞÙÖÕÎȭɯ3ÏÌɯ+ÖÙËɀÚɯ×ÖÞÌÙɯÞÐÓÓɯ

help them do as they should. 

In the same way, some think one day is more holy than another day, 

while others think every day is alike. Each person should have a personal 

conviction about this matter. Those who have a special day for worshiping 

the Lord are trying to honor him. Those who eat all kinds of food do so to 

honor the Lord, since they give thanks to God before eating. And those who 

ÞÖÕɀÛɯÌÈÛɯÌÝÌÙàÛÏÐÕÎɯÈÓÚÖɯÞÈÕÛ to please the Lord and give thanks to God.  

For we are not our own masters when we live or when we die. While we 



 

 

 

 

live, we live to please the Lord. And when we die, we go to be with the Lord. 

So in life and in death, we belong to the Lord. Christ died and rose again for 

this very purpose, so that he might be Lord of those who are alive and of 

those who have died. 

So why do you condemn another Christian? Why do you look down on 

another Christian? Remember, each of us will stand personally before the 

judgment ÚÌÈÛɯÖÍɯ&ÖËȭɯ%ÖÙɯÛÏÌɯ2ÊÙÐ×ÛÜÙÌÚɯÚÈàȮɯɁȿ ÚɯÚÜÙÌÓàɯÈÚɯ(ɯÓÐÝÌȮɀɯÚÈàÚɯÛÏÌɯ

+ÖÙËȮɯȿÌÝÌÙàɯÒÕÌÌɯÞÐÓÓɯÉÖÞɯÛÖɯÔÌɯÈÕËɯÌÝÌÙàɯÛÖÕÎÜÌɯÞÐÓÓɯÊÖÕÍÌÚÚɯÈÓÓÌÎÐÈÕÊÌɯÛÖɯ

&ÖËȭɀɂ 

 8ÌÚȮɯÌÈÊÏɯÖÍɯÜÚɯÞÐÓÓɯÏÈÝÌɯÛÖɯÎÐÝÌɯÈɯ×ÌÙÚÖÕÈÓɯÈÊÊÖÜÕÛɯÛÖɯ&ÖËȭɯ2ÖɯËÖÕɀÛɯ

condemn each other anymore. Decide instead to live in such a way that you 

ÞÐÓÓɯÕÖÛɯ×ÜÛɯÈÕɯÖÉÚÛÈÊÓÌɯÐÕɯÈÕÖÛÏÌÙɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛÐÈÕɀÚɯ×ÈÛÏȭ 

I know and am perfectly sure on the authority of the Lord Jesus that no 

food, in and of itself, is wrong to eat. But if someone believes it is wrong, 

then for that person it is wrong. And if another Christian is distressed by 

ÞÏÈÛɯàÖÜɯÌÈÛȮɯàÖÜɯÈÙÌɯÕÖÛɯÈÊÛÐÕÎɯÐÕɯÓÖÝÌɯÐÍɯàÖÜɯÌÈÛɯÐÛȭɯ#ÖÕɀÛɯÓÌÛɯàÖÜÙɯÌÈÛÐÕÎɯ

ruin someone for whom Christ died. Then you will not be condemned for 

doing something you know is all right. 

DÖÕɀÛɯÛÌÈÙɯÈ×ÈÙÛɯÛÏÌɯÞÖÙÒɯÖÍɯ&ÖËɯÖÝÌÙɯÞÏÈÛɯàÖÜɯÌÈÛȭɯ1ÌÔÌÔÉÌÙȮɯÛÏÌÙÌɯÐÚɯ

nothing wrong with these things in themselves. But it is wrong to eat 

ÈÕàÛÏÐÕÎɯÐÍɯÐÛɯÔÈÒÌÚɯÈÕÖÛÏÌÙɯ×ÌÙÚÖÕɯÚÛÜÔÉÓÌȭɯ#ÖÕɀÛɯÌÈÛɯÔÌÈÛɯÖÙɯËÙÐÕÒɯÞÐÕÌɯ

or do anything else if it might cause another Christian to stumble.  

You may have the faith to believe that there is nothing wrong with what 

you are doing, but keep it between yourself and God. Blessed are those who 



 

 

 

 

do not condemn themselves by doing something they know is all right. But if 

people ÏÈÝÌɯËÖÜÉÛÚɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÞÏÌÛÏÌÙɯÛÏÌàɯÚÏÖÜÓËɯÌÈÛɯÚÖÔÌÛÏÐÕÎȮɯÛÏÌàɯÚÏÖÜÓËÕɀÛɯ

eat it. They would be condemned for not acting in faith before God. If you do 

anything you believe is not right, you are sinning. 

 We may know that these things make no difference, but we cannot just go 

ahead and do them to please ourselves. We must be considerate of the doubts 

and fears of those who think these things are wrong. We should please 

others. If we do what helps them, we will build them up in the Lord. For 

ÌÝÌÕɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛɯËÐËÕɀÛɯ×ÓÌÈÚÌɯÏÐÔÚÌÓÍȭɯ ÚɯÛÏÌɯ2ÊÙÐ×ÛÜÙÌÚɯÚÈàȮɯɁ3ÏÖÚÌɯÞÏÖɯÐÕÚÜÓÛɯ

àÖÜɯÈÙÌɯÈÓÚÖɯÐÕÚÜÓÛÐÕÎɯÔÌȭɂɯ2ÜÊÏɯÛÏÐÕÎÚɯÞÌÙÌɯÞÙÐÛÛÌÕɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ2ÊÙÐ×ÛÜÙÌÚɯÓÖÕÎɯ

ago to teach us. They give us hope and encouragement as we wait patiently 

ÍÖÙɯ&ÖËɀÚɯ×ÙÖÔÐÚÌÚȭ 

May God, who gives this patience and encouragement, help you live in 

complete harmony with each otherɭeach with the attitude of Christ Jesus 

toward the other. Then all of you can join together with one voice, giving 

praise and glory to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. So accept each 

other just as Christ has accepted you; then God will be glorified. (Romans 

14:1-15:7, NLT) 

 

In Corinth, the issue was different, but the principle was the same. 

Some in the church felt that eating meat offered to idols was sinful. 

Others had knowledge that idols were not real, therefore, they had 

×ÌÙÍÌÊÛɯÓÐÉÌÙÛàɯÐÕɯÌÈÛÐÕÎɯÚÜÊÏɯÔÌÈÛȭɯ'ÌÙÌɯÐÚɯ/ÈÜÓɀÚɯÐÕÚÛÙÜÊÛÐÖÕȯ 

 



 

 

 

 

However, not all Christians realize this. Some are accustomed to thinking 

of idols as being real, so when they eat food that has been offered to idols, 

they think of it as the worship of real gods, and their weak consciences are 

ÝÐÖÓÈÛÌËȭɯ(ÛɀÚɯÛÙÜÌɯÛÏÈÛɯÞÌɯÊÈÕɀÛɯÞÐÕɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÈ××ÙÖÝÈÓɯÉàɯÞÏÈÛɯÞÌɯÌÈÛȭɯ6Ìɯ

ËÖÕɀÛɯÔÐÚÚɯÖÜÛɯÖÕɯÈÕàÛÏÐÕÎɯÐÍɯÞÌɯËÖÕɀÛɯÌÈÛɯÐÛȮɯÈÕËɯÞÌɯËÖÕɀÛɯÎÈÐÕɯÈÕàÛÏÐÕÎɯÐÍɯ

we do. But you must be careful with this freedom of yours. Do not cause a 

brother or sister with a weaker conscience to stumble. 

 You see, this is what can happen: Weak Christians who think it is wrong 

to eat this food will see you eating in the temple of an idol. You know thÌÙÌɀÚɯ

nothing wrong with it, but they will be encouraged to violate their 

conscience by eating food that has been dedicated to the idol. So because of 

your superior knowledge, a weak Christian, for whom Christ died, will be 

destroyed. 

 And you are sinning against Christ when you sin against other 

Christians by encouraging them to do something they believe is wrong. If 

what I eat is going to make another Christian sin, I will never eat meat again 

as long as I liveɭÍÖÙɯ(ɯËÖÕɀÛɯÞÈÕÛɯÛÖɯÔÈÒÌɯÈÕÖÛÏÌÙɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛÐÈÕɯÚtumble. (1 

Cor. 8:7-13, NLT) 

 

 Three Kinds of Christians  

 

Based on these passages, we notice that there are three different 

kinds of Christians in a local assembly. Allow me to introduce them 

to you. 



 

 

 

 

 

 1. The Weak in Conscience. This person is also said to ÉÌɯɁÞÌÈÒɯÐÕɯ

ÍÈÐÛÏȭɂɯ%ÈÐÛÏȮɯÐÕɯÛÏÐÚɯÚÌÕÚÌȮɯËÖÌÚɯÕÖÛɯÙÌÍÌÙɯÛÖɯÚÈÝÐÕÎɯÍÈÐÛÏȭɯ(ÛɯÙÈÛÏÌÙɯ

refers to conviction about non-moral issues. So we can say that the 

ɁÞÌÈÒɯÐÕɯÊÖÕÚÊÐÌÕÊÌɂɯÈÙÌɯÈÓÚÖɯɁÞÌÈÒɯÐÕɯÊÖÕÝÐÊÛÐÖÕȭɂ 

 The person with a weak conscience believes that certain non-moral 

practices are sinful. The reason is because they have been wrongly 

instructed. Such people have an oversensitive conscience. If the weak 

in conscience participate in something that offends their conscience, 

even though in the eyes of God it is not morally wrong, their 

conscience will condemn them. They will feel as though they have 

sinned, and they will lose their peace with God until they repent. 

 

 2. The Strong in Conscience. 3ÏÐÚɯ×ÌÙÚÖÕɯÐÚɯÈÓÚÖɯÚÈÐËɯÛÖɯÉÌɯɁÚÛÙÖÕÎɯÐÕɯ

ÍÈÐÛÏɂɯÖÙɯÊÖÕÝÐÊÛÐÖÕȭɯThe person with a strong conscience has 

knowledge that trivial matters have no moral significance. Their 

conscience is strong; therefore, it is not offended when they engage in 

non-moral activities. The strong in conscience have freedom to 

practice such things without feeling guilty. They also have the 

discernment to distinguish between moral and non-moral practices. 

 

 3. The Legalist. This person has a weak conscience. But he insists on 

pressuring others to conform to the dictates of his weak conscience. 

The legalist demands that everyone else adopt the same standards to 



 

 

 

 

which he holds. The legalist fails to distinguish between Divine 

commands and personal application. He universalizes his own personal 

standards of what is morally acceptable to God. At heart, he is a 

Pharisee. Consequently, he judges and condemns his fellow brethren 

in Christ who disagree with him. He also puts pressure on them to 

adopt his convictions. 

 Paul exposes these three kinds of Christians in the above passages. 

(ɀËɯÓÐÒÌɯÛÖɯÙÈÐÚÌɯÛÏe standard that Paul raised. It is as follows:  

 

 1. Each person should have a personal conviction about the matter (Rom. 

14:5)ȭɯ ÕÖÛÏÌÙɯÛÙÈÕÚÓÈÛÐÖÕɯ×ÜÛÚɯÐÛɯÛÏÐÚɯÞÈàȯɯɁ+ÌÛɯÌÝÌÙàɯÔÈÕɯÉÌɯÍÜÓÓàɯ

×ÌÙÚÜÈËÌËɯÐÕɯÏÐÚɯÖÞÕɯÔÐÕËȭɂɯ#ÌÝÌÓÖ×ɯàÖÜÙɯÖÞÕɯÊÖÕÝÐÊÛÐÖÕÚɯÖÕɯÏÖÞɯ

tÖɯÈ××Óàɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÔÖÙÈÓɯÞÐÓÓȭɯ(ÍɯàÖÜɯÊÈÕɯÈÊÛɯÐÕɯÍÈÐÛÏɯÛÏÈÛɯÈɯ×ÈÙÛÐÊÜÓÈÙɯ

action is permissible, then go ahead with it. If you cannot, abstain 

from it. It is as simple as that. 

 

 2. Receive your brother and sister in Christ even though their convictions 

may differ from yours. The only criteria for Christian fellowship is this: 

Has God received this person? If God has received someone into His 

family, then who are you to reject them? If someone trusts in the 

Savior, Jesus Christ, then God has received them. 

 

 3. Do not judge your brother or sister. &ÖËɀÚɯÌÝÈÓÜÈÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯÈɯ×ÌÙÚÖÕɯ

comes at the end of the construction project. We are not to judge the 



 

 

 

 

+ÖÙËɀÚɯÞÖÙÒɯÈÓÖÕÎɯÛÏÌɯÞÈàȭɯ/ÈÜÓɯÛÏÜÕËÌÙÚɯÈÎÈÐÕÚÛɯÛÏÌɯÍÖÓÓàɯÖÍɯÑÜËÎÐÕÎɯ

ÚÖÔÌÖÕÌɯÌÓÚÌɀÚɯÚÌÙÝÈÕÛȭɯ3ÏÌÙÌɯÐÚɯÈÕɯÈÕÊÐÌÕÛɯ(ÕËÐÈÕɯproverb that says, 

Ɂ#ÖɯÕÖÛɯÑÜËÎÌɯÈÕÖÛÏÌÙɯÔÈÕɯÜÕÛÐÓɯàÖÜɀÝÌɯÞÈÓÒÌËɯÛÞÖɯÔÐÓÌÚɯÐÕɯÏÐÚɯ

ÔÖÊÊÈÚÐÕÚȭɂɯ3ÏÌÙÌɯÐÚɯÈɯÞÌÈÓÛÏɯÖÍɯÞÐÚËÖÔɯÐÕɯÛÏÈÛɯØÜÖÛÌȭɯ-ÈÔÌÓàȮɯÙÌÚÐÚÛɯ

the urge to become bitterly critical of your fellow brethren in Christ, 

ÌÚ×ÌÊÐÈÓÓàɯÐÍɯàÖÜɀÝÌɯÕÌÝÌÙɯÞÈÓÒÌd in their shoes. 

 

 6ÏÈÛɯÍÖÓÓÖÞÚɯÈÙÌɯ/ÈÜÓɀÚɯÐÕÚÛÙÜÊÛÐÖÕÚɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯÛÏÙÌÌɯÒÐÕËÚɯÖÍɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌɯ(ɯ

just described. If you can find yourself here and embrace the wisdom 

of Paul, you will go a long way toward sparing the Body of Christ the 

strain of innumerable conflicts and divisions. Note that these are not 

rules or commands. They are exhortations given to your new man in 

Christ. Receive them as such. 

 

 To the Weak in Conscience. Do not judge your brother or sister who 

indulges in something you consider to be wrong. Neither condemn 

ÛÏÌÔɯÕÖÙɯÊÙÐÛÐÊÐáÌɯÛÏÌÔȭɯ#ÖɯÕÖÛɯÊÈÓÓɯÛÏÌÔɯɁÓÖÖÚÌɂɯÖÙɯɁÐÔÔÖÙÈÓɂɯÖÙɯ

ɁÓÌÚÚɯÚ×ÐÙÐÛÜÈÓɂɯÛÏÈÕɯàÖÜȭɯ+ÖÝÌɯÛÏÐÕÒÚɯÕÖɯÌÝÐÓȭɯ!ÌÓÐÌÝÌɯÛÏÌɯÉÌÚÛȭɯ!ÌÓÐÌÝÌɯ

ÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌàɯÏÈÝÌɯÈɯÚÛÙÖÕÎɯÊÖÕÚÊÐÌÕÊÌɯÈÕËɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌÐÙɯ×ÙÈÊÛÐÊÌɯÐÚɯɁÜÕÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ

+ÖÙËȭɂɯ#ÖɯÕÖÛɯÛÙàɯÛÖɯÔÈÕÐ×ÜÓate them or hold them to your standard 

either. Neither try to adopt and imitate their standard of conviction, 

lest you violate your own conscience. Remember that you are not 

their Judge or Master. 

 



 

 

 

 

 To the Strong in Conscience. Exercise your freedom, but do not 

flaunt it. Neither evangelize or parade it in front of others. Do not 

criticize or act condescending toward the weak in conscience. Do not 

ÊÈÓÓɯÛÏÌÔɯɁÓÌÎÈÓÐÚÛÐÊɂɯÖÙɯÓÖÖÒɯËÖÞÕɯÖÕɯÛÏÌÔɯÈÚɯÉÌÐÕÎɯÓÌÚÚɯÚ×ÐÙÐÛÜÈÓɯÖÙɯ

inferior in light than you. Enjoy your fÙÌÌËÖÔȭɯ#ÖÕɀÛɯÉÌɯ×ÈÙÈÕÖÐËɯ

about phantom weak-conscience believers who may be lurking 

around you without your knowledge. If a weaker believer identifies 

himself or you are aware that such a person is present, then exercise 

restraint on your freedom lest you make him stumble. Do not try to 

persuade him to have a stronger conscience either. Love thinks no 

ÌÝÐÓȭɯ!ÌÓÐÌÝÌɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÞÌÈÒɯÐÕɯÊÖÕÚÊÐÌÕÊÌɯÐÚɯÈÉÚÛÈÐÕÐÕÎɯɁÜÕÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ

+ÖÙËȭɂɯ3ÏÌɯÙÌÚ×ÖÕÚÐÉÐÓÐÛàɯÍÖÙɯÔÈÐÕÛÈÐÕÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯÐÕÛÌÎÙÐÛàɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ

relationship between weak and strong falls on you who are strong. 

Ɂ6ÌɯÛÏÌÕɯÛÏÈÛɯÈÙÌɯÚÛÙÖÕÎɯÖÜÎÏÛɯÛÖɯÉÌÈÙɯÛÏÌɯÐÕÍÐÙÔÐÛÐÌÚɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÞÌÈÒɯÈÕËɯ

ÕÖÛɯÛÖɯ×ÓÌÈÚÌɯÖÜÙÚÌÓÝÌÚɂɯȹ1ÖÔȭɯƕƙȯƕȺȭɯ%ÖÙɯÛÏÐÚɯÐÚɯÛÏÌɯÞÈàɯÖÍɯ)ÌÚÜÚɯ

"ÏÙÐÚÛȭɯ Úɯ,ÈÙÛÐÕɯ+ÜÛÏÌÙɯÖÕÊÌɯ×ÜÛɯÐÛȮɯɁ ɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛÐÈÕɯÔÈÕɯÐÚɯÈɯÔÖÚÛɯÍÙÌÌɯ

lord of all, subject to none. A Christian man is a most dutiful servant 

ÖÍɯÈÓÓȮɯÚÜÉÑÌÊÛɯÛÖɯÈÓÓȭɂ 

 

 To the Legalist. Follow your own standards of conduct. Take heed 

to your own conscience. But do not force your standards onto others. 

Do not lobby or politic for them. Do not judge your weaker brethren. 

Do not criticize them. Do not try to persuade them to your view. 

Guard against a Pharisaical spirit which puts undue pressure on 



 

 

 

 

&ÖËɀÚɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌɯÛÖɯÊÖÕÍÖÙÔɯÛÖɯyour convictions. Be not deceived: There 

are few things that are more antagonistic to the spirit of Christ than 

Pharisaism. 

 

 I think it goes without saying that we are talking about issues of 

the conscience and the application ÖÍɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÔÖÙÈÓɯÞÐÓÓȭɯ6ÌɯÈÙÌɯÕÖÛɯ

talking about issues of clear, unmistakable, and unrepentant sin that 

are clearly condemned by Scripture. The latter are to be addressed in 

a different manner altogether. Yet the grace of God should take the 

lead in such situations as well. Woe to the person who deals with his 

brother or sister with law instead of grace!  

  

 Utterly Free, Yet Not Bound to Freedom  

 

 /ÈÜÓɀÚɯÓÐÍÌɯÌÔÉÖËÐÌËɯÈÓÓɯÛÏÈÛɯÏÌɯÛÈÜÎÏÛȭɯ3ÏÐÚɯÐÚɯÌÚ×ÌÊÐÈÓÓàɯÛÙÜÌɯÐÕɯ

the area of Christian liberty and freedom. Consider his words: 

 

When I am with the Jews, I become one of them so that I can bring 

them to Christ. When I am with those who follow the Jewish laws, I do 

the same, even though I am not subject to the law, so that I can bring 

them to Christ. When I am with the Gentiles who do not have the 

Jewish law, I fit in with them as much as I can. In this way, I gain 

their confidence and bring them to Christ. But I do not discard the 

law of God; I obey the law of Christ. When I am with those who are 



 

 

 

 

oppressed, I share their oppression so that I might bring them to 

Christ. Yes, I try to find common ground with everyone so that I 

might bring them to Christ. I do all this to spread the Good News, and 

in doing so I enjoy its blessings. (1 Cor. 9:20-23, NLT) 

 

Paul knew his freedom in Christ. He was utterly and totally 

liberated. His conscience was strong. (Yet he ÞÈÚɯÉÖÜÕËɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯɁ+ÈÞɯ

ÖÍɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛɂɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÐÕËÞÌÓÛɯ'ÐÔɭRom. 8:1-4. Freedom from the Law 

ËÖÌÚÕɀÛɯÔÌÈÕɯÍÙÌÌËÖÔɯÍÙÖÔɯ)ÌÚÜÚɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛȭȺɯ/ÈÜÓɯÞÈÚɯÚÖɯÍÙÌÌɯÛÏÈÛɯÏÌɯ

was not in bondage to his own freedom! What a high mark to hit! 

 

  Conclusion  

 

.ÕÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ+ÖÙËɀÚɯÊÏÐÌÍɯÎÖals for you, His child, is spiritual 

maturity (Col. 1:28; 4:12; Rom. 12:2-3; Eph. 4:14-15; Php. 3:16; Jam. 

1:4). Our heavenly Father intends to make His children spiritual 

adults. He calls us to be full sons.  

Servants are given orders. They are given very little freedom to 

exercise their own preferences or choices. Sons are given the life of 

their Father as well as understanding into His will and ways (John 

15:15; Gal. 4:1ff.). They are given abundant freedom of choice. A large 

part of spiritual maturity is learning to develop discernment and 

ÚÖÜÕËɯÑÜËÎÔÌÕÛɯÚÖɯÈÚɯÛÖɯÔÈÒÌɯÞÐÚÌɯÊÏÖÐÊÌÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÙÌÍÓÌÊÛɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÏÌÈÙÛȭ 

(ɯÛÙÜÚÛɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÐÚɯÔÌÚÚÈÎÌɯÞÐÓÓɯÉÌɯÏÌÓ×ÍÜÓɯÛÖɯÈÓÓɯÖÍɯ&ÖËɀÚɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌɯÞÏÖɯ



 

 

 

 

will read it. Especially those who have struggled with the will of 

God, either in their own lives or with respect to the practice of other 

Christians. So stand fast in the liberty wherein Christ has set you free, and 

be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage (Gal. 5:1). 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 APPENDIX  

 

 THE WILL OF GOD IN SCRIPTURE  

 

The following list shows the four ways in which the phrase will 

of God is used throughout the Bible. Scriptures are taken from the 

NIV and the KJV. 

 

&ÖËɀÚɯ$ÛÌÙÕÈÓɯ6ÐÓÓȯɯ'ÐÚɯ#ÐÝÐÕÌɯ/ÜÙ×ÖÚÌɯ- His Ultimate Intention  

 

Ac 20:27  For I have not hesitated to proclaim to you the whole will of 

God. 

Ro 8:27  And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the 

Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints in accordance 

ÞÐÛÏɯ&ÖËɀÚɯwill. 

Eph 1:9  And he made known to us the mystery of his will according 

to his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ. 

Eph 1:11  In him we were also chosen, having been predestined 

according to the plan of him who works out everything in 



 

 

 

 

conformity with the purpose of his will. 

Col 1:9 For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have 

not stopped praying for you and asking God to fill you with the 

knowledge of his will through all spiritual wisdom and 

understanding. 

 

&ÖËɀÚɯ2ÖÝÌÙÌÐÎÕɯ6ÐÓÓȯɯ'ÐÚɯ/ÌÙÔÐÚÚÐÝÌɯ6ÐÓÓɯ- His Hidden Will  

 

 De 10:10 Now I had stayed on the mountain forty days and nights, 

as I did the first time, and the Lord listened to me at this time also. 

It was not his will to destroy you. 

Ps 147:4 He determines the number of the stars and calls them each by 

name. 

Pr 16:9 In his heart a man plans his course, but the Lord determines his 

steps. 

/ÙɯƖƕȯƕɯ3ÏÌɯÒÐÕÎɀÚɯÏÌÈÙÛɯÐÚɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÏÈÕËɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ+ÖÙËȰɯÏÌɯdirects it like a 

watercourse wherever he pleases. 

Ac 4:27-28 Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together with the 

Gentiles and the people of Israel in this city to conspire against 

your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed. They did what your 

power and will had decided beforehand should happen. 

Ac 17:26 From one man he made every nation of men, that they 

should inhabit the whole earth; and he determined the times set for 

them and the exact places where they should live. 



 

 

 

 

 ÊɯƕƜȯƖƕɯ!ÜÛɯÈÚɯÏÌɯÓÌÍÛȮɯÏÌɯ×ÙÖÔÐÚÌËȮɯɆ(ɯÞÐÓÓɯÊÖÔÌɯÉÈÊÒɯÐÍɯÐÛɯÐÚɯ&ÖËɀÚɯ

will." Then he set sail from Ephesus. 

Ac 21:14 When he would not be dissuaded, we gave up and said, 

Ɇ3ÏÌɯ+ÖÙËɀÚɯwill be done." 

Jas 4:15 Instead, àÖÜɯÖÜÎÏÛɯÛÖɯÚÈàȮɯɆ(ÍɯÐÛɯÐÚɯÛÏÌɯ+ÖÙËɀÚ will, we will live 

and do this or that." 

1ÖɯƕȯƕƔɯ ÕËɯ(ɯ×ÙÈàɯÛÏÈÛɯÕÖÞɯÈÛɯÓÈÚÛɯÉàɯ&ÖËɀÚɯwill the way may be 

opened for me to come to you. 

Ro 9:19 One of you will say to me: "Then why does God still blame 

us? For who resists his will?" 

1ÖɯƕƙȯƗƖɯ2ÖɯÛÏÈÛɯÉàɯ&ÖËɀÚɯwill I may come to you with joy and 

together with you be refreshed. 

1Co 4:19 But I will come to you very soon, if the Lord is willing, and 

then I will find out not only how these arrogant people are talking, 

but what power they have. 

1Co 16:7 I do not want to see you now and make only a passing visit; 

I hope to spend some time with you, if the Lord permits. 

ƕ/ÌɯƗȯƕƛɯ(ÛɯÐÚɯÉÌÛÛÌÙȮɯÐÍɯÐÛɯÐÚɯ&ÖËɀÚɯwill, to suffer for doing good than for 

doing evil. 

 

&ÖËɀÚɯ,ÖÙÈÓɯ6ÐÓÓȯɯ'is Perfect Will - His Revealed Will  

 

Ezr 10:11 Now make confession to the LORD, the God of your 

fathers, and do his will. Separate yourselves from the peoples 



 

 

 

 

around you and from your foreign wives. 

Ps 103:21 Praise the LORD, all his heavenly hosts, you his servants 

who do his will. 

Mt 7:21 Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into 

the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father 

which is in heaven.  

Mt 12:50 For whosoever shall do the will of my Father which is in 

heaven, the same is my brother, and sister, and mother. 

,ÙɯƗȯƗƙɯ6ÏÖÌÝÌÙɯËÖÌÚɯ&ÖËɀÚɯwill is my brother and sister and 

mother. 

Joh 4:34 Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to do the will of him that 

sent me, and to finish his work. 

Joh 5:30 I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my 

judgment is just; because I seek not mine own will, but the will of 

the Father which hath sent me. 

Joh 6:38 For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but 

the will of him that sent me. 

Joh 6:40 And this is the will of him that sent me, that every one which 

seeth the Son, and believeth on him, may have everlasting life: and 

I will raise him up at the last day. 

)ÖÏɯƛȯƕƛɯ(ÍɯÈÕàÖÕÌɯÊÏÖÖÚÌÚɯÛÖɯËÖɯ&ÖËɀÚɯwill, he will find out whether 

my teaching comes from God or whether I speak on my own. 

Joh 9:31 We know that God does not listen to sinners. He listens to 

the godly man who does his will. 



 

 

 

 

 ÊɯƖƖȯƕƘɯ3ÏÌÕɯÏÌɯÚÈÐËȯɯȿ3ÏÌɯ&ÖËɯÖÍɯÖÜÙɯÍÈÛÏÌÙÚɯÏÈÚɯÊÏÖÚÌÕɯàÖÜɯÛÖɯ

know his will and to see the Righteous One and to hear words 

from his mouth. 

Ro 2:18 . . . if you know his will and approve of what is superior 

because you are instructed by the law. 

Ro 12:2 Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but 

be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be 

ÈÉÓÌɯÛÖɯÛÌÚÛɯÈÕËɯÈ××ÙÖÝÌɯÞÏÈÛɯ&ÖËɀÚɯwill isɭhis good, pleasing 

and perfect will. 

2Co 8:5 And they did not do as we expected, but they gave 

ÛÏÌÔÚÌÓÝÌÚɯÍÐÙÚÛɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ+ÖÙËɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌÕɯÛÖɯÜÚɯÐÕɯÒÌÌ×ÐÕÎɯÞÐÛÏɯ&ÖËɀÚɯ

will. 

Eph 5:17 Therefore do not be fÖÖÓÐÚÏȮɯÉÜÛɯÜÕËÌÙÚÛÈÕËɯÞÏÈÛɯÛÏÌɯ+ÖÙËɀÚɯ

will is. 

Eph 6:6 Obey them not only to win their favor when their eye is on 

you, but like slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from your 

heart. 

Col 4:12 Epaphras . . . is always wrestling in prayer for you, that you 

may stand firm in all the will of God, mature and fully assured. 

ƕ3ÏɯƘȯƗɯ(ÛɯÐÚɯ&ÖËɀÚɯwill that you should be sanctified: that you should 

avoid sexual immorality. 

ƕ3ÏɯƙȯƕƜɯ&ÐÝÌɯÛÏÈÕÒÚɯÐÕɯÈÓÓɯÊÐÙÊÜÔÚÛÈÕÊÌÚȮɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÐÚɯÐÚɯ&ÖËɀÚɯwill for 

you in Christ Jesus. 

Heb 10:36 You need to persevere so that when you have done the will 



 

 

 

 

of God, you will receive what he has promised. 

Heb 13:21 . . . equip you with everything good for doing his will, and 

may he work in us what is pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, 

to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen. 

ƕ/ÌɯƖȯƕƙɯ%ÖÙɯÐÛɯÐÚɯ&ÖËɀÚɯwill that by doing good you should silence the 

ignorant talk of foolish men. 

1Pe 4:2 As a result, he does not live the rest of his earthly life for evil 

human desires, but rather for the will of God. 

ƕ/ÌɯƘȯƕƝɯ2ÖɯÛÏÌÕȮɯÛÏÖÚÌɯÞÏÖɯÚÜÍÍÌÙɯÈÊÊÖÙËÐÕÎɯÛÖɯ&ÖËɀÚɯwill should 

commit themselves to their faithful Creator and continue to do 

good. 

2 Pe 3:9 The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men 

count slackness; but is longsuffering to usward, not willing that 

any should perish, but that all should come to repentance. 

 1Jo 2:17 The world and its desires pass away, but the man who 

does the will of God lives forever. 

1Jo 5:14 This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if 

we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. 

 

&ÖËɀÚɯ6ÐÓÓɯÐÕɯ"ÈÓÓÐÕÎɯÈÕËɯ&ÐÍÛÐÕÎɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ!ÖËàɯÖÍɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛ 

 

1Co 1:1 Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of 

God. 

1Co 12:11 But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, 



 

 

 

 

dividing to every man severally as he will. 

2Co 1:1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and 

Timothy our brother. 

Eph 1:1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God. 

Col 1:1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God. 

2 Tim. 1:1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God. 

Heb 2:4  God also testified to it by signs, wonders and various 

miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to his 

will. 

 

 

 
                

 

 


