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The content of this book was given in the form of a spoken
message that | delivered on December 11, 2005 in Gainesuville,
Florida. For this reason, the style of the book reflects the spoken form.
The influences on this little volume are too numerous to list. For
the last twenty -five years, countless books on? * OOP P OT w& OEz Uw6 E
have passed through my hands. Some were written at a popular
level; others were theological treatises. | have gleaned from a number
Ol wUTTO8w (zYl wEOUOwW OxUI Ew UOw ESUUODL
theologians in describing the two main type Uw Ol w& OEz Uw b DHOOO |
and Sovereign.
At bottom, this book is a synthesis of several conflicting positions
OOwUT T wWUUENT EOwOl w&OEzZUwPkPDOOBwW- EOI Oa
O0O0POWOOOAawWUOWOUUWUxPUPUAWEOEWUT T wUIT E
to our mind). More importantly, it is a discussion of how | have
practically resolved the issue in my own walk with the Lord.
The last chapter was born out of the horrors of watching a number
of Christian fellowships needlessly split. This chapter exposes what |
believe to be the root and branches of many divisions in the Body and
OEaUwi OCEwWO! w/ EUOzZUwbPEawOi weYI UUDOT wU]1
Because the message in this book proved so liberating to those
who first heard it, it seemed good to me to have it transcribed and



make available to the larger Body of Christ. With that said, | would
like to thank Bo Hartmann, Mike Biggerstaff, and Frank Valdez for
their all -too kind assistance.

Frank Viola
Gainesville, Florida
January 2006
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INTRODUCTION
3" fw &. -8w.5%1w&. #Z2w6 ( ++

Brethren, do not be children in understanding; however, in malice be
babes, but in understanding be mature.
(1 Cor. 14:20, NKJV)

The following story is a conglomeration of several real stories
of real people put into one fictitious character.

$O0U01 Uw) EEOw) OO0 itwo gaar old zollegesstudeim i O U a
who has just finished his undergraduate degree at the University of
Florida.

Jack has just become a Christian. His conversion was
dramatic. It wa s one of those conversions that utterly changed his life
and turned him upside down. Jack is completely devoted to Jesus
Christ.

Jack begins attending a church in town. The pastor of his
church is giving a series of sermons entitled, How to Know the Perféc
Will of God for Your LifeJack is present every Sunday morning taking
EOxDPOUUwWOOUTI UwOOwl YT UawbOUEB W' 1 Ul zUwPI



God has an individual will for every individual believer. He has a
detailed blueprint . . . a comprehensive road faagour
OPIi T 6w(UzUwOPOlI WEWUUEDOWUUEEOBWS$SEET wU
make.

The wonderful thing is that God has promised to make His perfect
will known to every believer. As a Christian, you have two main
responsibilities. One IGTWEDUEOYT Uw&OEzUwx1 Ui 1l EQwPD
is to follow it.

If you follow it, you will have joy and peace in your life. If you
OPUUwWwPUOwabOUWEUI wOUUUDPET woOl w&OEzUwbkbDO
PEaAawUTl EVwa OU woO O Gy edding theuBible. But thdtelaveb D O O w
many decisions that you will face that are not addressed in the Bible.

In those cases you must look for outward signs and interpret those
signs. These signs are like road signs on the highway of life. These signs will
xOPOUwadbUwhbOwUlUi T webUIl EUPOOWOl w&OEz Uw
inward impressions. By these two things you will know the perfect will of
God for every decision you face.

- ~ . ~

and begins to lay before God some of his personal decisions.
) EEOQOwNUUUwWI UEEUEUI Ewli UOOWEOBOOITIT O
get his Masters degree. The University of Florida does not offer a
school. Just bdore becoming a Christian, two schools accepted Jack
into their Masters program. Florida State University and the



Rethinking the Will of God
A0PYI UUPUaAawOl w20UUT wnOOUPEESwW! U0wOOPU
xT Ul TEQwPPOOWOT w&OEO?> w) EEOQwi T 1T OUWEOOX
God.

OEwUOwWI I wxUEaUd w?+OUEO? w) EEQwUI YI
EOwaOUwPEOUWOI wUOOWEUOUUT OEyw! OUT wl EYIT w
several days praying and asking the Lord to show him what His will
Is in the matter. The days go by.

Jack is seeking inward impri UUDOOUB w' 1 zUwUI EEDOI
"1 Z0woOOO0ODPOT wi OUWUDT OUB W21 YI UEOQwkI 1 OU\
option to take. God has not revealed anything to him. He feels the
pressure because the deadline is approaching his door. Jack must
make a decision quicOOaéw! UUOwT 1 zUwi UUUODUEUI EwEI
revealed His will.

Under the pressure of time, Jack ends up deciding on Florida
State. But with that decision comes fear and guilt. He is afraid that he
OEawl EYI wOPUUI Ew&OEzZUwbbOObeuwesthaui 1 1 OUw
if he were more spiritual, the Lord would have shown him His will in
this decision . . . just like He shows His will to all the other Christians
POwl PUWET UUET wpkpi OQwi BYI wUI UUDPOOODI Uwl Y
leading in their lives.

Jack e UwODOT wUOT T Ul zUwUOOI U1 POT wbUOC
be disobeying God in some way. God must not be happy with him
i OUWUOOI wUI EUO0O6 W) EEOQOwPUwWUOUI UUOIT EwE
know what else to do about it.

In his first year at Florida State, Jack getsinvolved with an
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on-campus Christian organization where he meets a young lady. He
PUwYl Uawi OOCEwWO! wli 1l UOWEOEwWUT T zUwYIl Uawi
and she and Jack spend a lot of time together. The more he gets to
know Sarah, the more he likes her.

Saah has everything that Jack has been looking for in a girl
I YT UwUDOET wi 1l wuwPEUWEwWUT T O8w2T1 zUwYI Ua w:
a great sense of humor. She has a good head on her shoulders, and
deeply committed to the Lord. Sarah and Jack have many of the same
interests, and they are the best of friends.

) EEOQOWET 1 POUWEUDOT POT wi T Uwl0OwWUT T w+
[ OUwl POwUOwxUUUUT wEwWUI OEUPOOUTeDx wbbBUOI
him whether or not to date Sarah, he begins looking for inward
Impressions and outward signs.

On his way to school one day, Jack turns on the radio. He
tunes into a Christian radio station and hears a preacher talk about
how God will often demand us to let go of the things that we love.

( OO01I EPEUI Oaw) EEOwUT pOOUOwW?, EAEIl w
, EAET wUOT PUWPUWEwWUDT Owi UOOw' OS> w wi
through the TV channels late at night, and he stumbles upon a
television evangelist. The evangelist is delivering a sermon on how
&SOEWEOI UOzUwWEOPEaAUWI PYT wUOUwWUT T wiEl UDUI
willing to accept His will when it crosses our desires.

Troubled by this sermon, Jack falls asleep thinking that God
may be telling him to not pursue Sarah. That very night, Jack has an
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interesting dream. He dreams that Sarah is no longer interested in
him. In the dream, he is married to a young woman named Jill who is
part of his church. (Jack barely knows Jill.) The next morning, Jack
UT POOUwWUOWEDIGWIOEEEWASE Ol UOz UwbPEOUWOI u
That would be just too good. Sarah has got everything | want. The
+OUEzZUwbEawbUwl EVESd w( UzUwUT | whpEawdi wUu
+OUEzUwPPOOwWPUwWUT EVw( wilT OwlOwoOOPw) DO

On the heels of this dream, Ja&k begins spending less and
less time with Sarah. And he begins making attempts at getting to
know Jill.

Interestingly, Jack is not attracted to Jill at all. But he figures
UT E0wbi wbUzUw&OEz Uuwp 8s@e wréat Saene@O w U O w O
indicate| he will eventually fall in love with her.

The weeks go by. The months go by. Jack finds it quite
difficult to get to know Jill, though he is trying. She often drives
home on weekends, which is a two-hour drive. And she often misses
church . . . the main place where Jack talks to her.

Six months go by, and Jack hardly ever talks to Sarah
anymore. She no longer attends the Christian organization where
) EEOwOl Uwi 1l UOWEOEwWI | WUEUI CAawEUOxUwHOL
their separate ways.

Jack finally spends some quality time with Jill. But he still
has no physical attraction to her.

UwUOT PUwbUwT Exxl OBDOT OWEOOUT I UWEUE

2EOQOwWPUWEwWPI EOUT awEUUDOI ibidn&ir®. Gan( Owi EEU
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has a reputation of always making sharp decisions in business

EEYI OUUUI UB w31 EUzZUwi Obwi 1 wOEET wi DUwWwOO
2EQWExxUOEET T Uwl PUwaoUOT wol xT 1 pwU

OxxOUUUOPUAwWlI OUwadUOw) EEOCBwW3T T UI zUwOH

anything significant. But if you join with me in this new business

EE Y1 OU Uundertaken,Wdu very well could make enough money

PPUl POwEwal EUwUOwxEawoOi l wadluwi 60UDPUI

Pl 1T OUwUOOWE!I EPEl wOOwWPUB > w

As is his custom, Jack brings this job opportunity to God
POOI EPEUI Oadw' l uwbhEPUUwWOOwWUT Itsuan OUE z Uw
entire day to get His will on this matter. Two weeks go by, and Jack
has not received any direction at all. He has no inward impression,
and there have been no outward signs. He is just as unclear as he was
when he was first approached by his uncle.

Sam calls and asks Jack about his decision. Jack tells him,
240EO01 w2EOOwW( wi EYT wOOWET wi 601 U0wkHUT w
UUEOPUWEOOW Ol whawEI EPUPOOUWUOwW &OEZ Ul
EOCaUl POT wOOwUT PUwUOwW (zO0wi OPOT wUOwWT EY
decision. Jack continues his studies at school.

It has been nine months since he first met Sarah. And this is
what has happened. He discovers that Sarah is now engaged. His
heart drops when he finds this out. To make matters worse, he learns
that Jill is not even a Christian! And she has just reunited with her old
high school boyfriend who lives in her home town. (Part of Jack feels
relieved by this news because he was never attracted to her.)
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' O0wl 1T Ul wbUwUT T wEOPOET I UBw) EEOZ Uw
going to hurt, son. But | do think you need to know. Your Uncle has
made $70,000 over the last month. Half of that money would have
ET T OQwl PYI OwUOOwadbUwhi wadUwbOUOEwWI EYIT wl
) EEOQOwPUwWwUOUOGOI EBw' 1T zUwWwEOOI UUI EB w
cOOI OPEUDPOT wUT OUTTUUBw. Ol whUwUT EVwWw&OE
The other is that he may not really be a Christian after all. He begins
guestioning his entire relationship with God.
in his lif e. It seems to work for others, but not for Jack. He has spent
OEOQawOPT T UUWET 6O0PpabOl wOYI Uw&OEz Uwx1 UI |
OPYI EWEOOOUUWEEDPOCawkPPUT wOT T wi EUOUDOT w
&OEzUwbpbBDOOOWOUWT EYT w( wOPUUI EwbUyY 2 w
In short, Jack snks into depression.
A week passes. One day while driving to the supermarket,
Jack flips through the channels on his car radio. He is suddenly
arrested by a preacher who is delivering a message. The message is
about discovering the will of God. Jack ends up listening to the
message for twenty minutes. The effect?
It profoundly rocks his world!
When the message is over, Jack parks his car off the side of
the road. He takes his hands off the wheel and leans back in his seat.
He is astounded. With mouth slig htly open, Jack feels as though 3,000
Ibs. have just been lifted from his shoulders. In quick reverse, his
mind begins to replay the last nine months of his life. Everything
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UUEE]I OOawElI EOOI UwEOI EUGw) EEOzUwIl al UwE
under his breatl Ow? ( WUOEI UUUEOQOEwWOOPS w8 OUwUI EOC
) EEOQOwl EUWNUUUWET 1 Owi DYl OWEWEUEOE
And that view has utterly and completely set him free. His life will
never be the same.
Now why did I tell you that story? For one reason.
It is because that which Jack heard that day is the very
message | wish to share with you now.
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CHAPTER 1
GETTING STUCK ON A TRAIN TRACK

| would like to take dead aim at a doctrine that is very popular
among Christians today. It is the doctrine that t eaches that God has a
wonderful, detailed plan for your life. He has a perfect will for every
individual Christian that encompasses every decision they will ever
make.
B3TEUwxT UITEUwPPOOWPUwWOPOI WEWUUEPOWUU
you are going to end up in a really bad place. The way that you
EDUEOYI Uw&OEZUwbPPOOwWPUWEaAwWUI EEDOT waodUul
POxUI UUPOOUwWUUUEOOAa wWPOwWUT T wi OUOwWOT w? 1
decoding outward signs.
| challenge this idea on several counts.
First of all, you cannot find Biblical support for this doctrine.
The idea that God has a unique, detailed, prescribed plan for every
individual believer does not exist in Scripture.
The phrase,the will of Godjs used in four different senses
throughout the Bible. T hey are as follows (see the Appendix for



Scripture references):

1.&0Ez Uws$s UBUOPD QD& A O & gohsuntng &d UE OO WE ¢
all-governing will. It is His central goal and ultimate intention. It is
that which governs all of His activities. Paul refers to it as the eternal
purposgEph. 3:11). God has a single will that drives Him to do
I YT UaUl POT wUOT EVw' 1 wedl UBw( UzUwUT T wUOUH
redemption. It is the one will that stands behind the universe.

God hid His will for ages. He shrouded it in a mystery, and
He hid it in His Son. The Almighty chose not to reveal it to any
creature, including His holy angels. Instead, the Lord in His good
mercies waited. He waited for ages. And what did He wait for? He
waited until a unique vessel was born wh om He would grant the
unique privilege to know and live in the divulged secret of His own
heart. That vessel is the church, and it includes you and me!

The very mystery of the ages . . . His eternal purpose . . . His
UOUPOEUI wx OEQwWl wowh QO+ wbd WwUDPVYh @O Gituk
privilege and honor that we as Christians have. We have been given
the privilege both to know and live in the mystery of creation and the
will behind it all. (F or a detailed discussion on the eternal purpose,
see my bookRethinking the WineskinChapter 7.)

2&0EZUw20YBUPPDWOUWMWBEOOOWEEOO]I Ew& OE:
PDOOS? w3T PUwbDPOOwhbUwl PEET Owi UOOWOE OB w
His sovereign will. God i s omnipotent, meaning, He is all-powerful.



He can do anything that is capable of being done. But God is also
OOOPUEDI OU O wO ikkowidgOHe Rnowslevetythirie) Oedore
during, and after it happens.

20woll Uz Uwl OwWE E E O w kdawin § God €eBsU a wx E U U E
into the future before He creates the universe. Every event unfolds
before His eyes. He sees every act that every human being will ever
commit. He is also all-powerful, which means He can change
anything He seesbeforat happens.

So if I lose abutton from my shirt tomorrow, God saw it in
eternity past. But He also had the power to change this event before it
happened. Consequently, because God is omniscient (He knows all
things, including future events) and He is omnipotent (He can
change what He sees), then the loss of my button was His sovereign
will.

&OEZUwWOOODPUEDI OEIl wEOUxOI EwbPDUT w' B
that He predeterminesverything that happens. This is His sovereign
or permissive will. Did you follow that?

How can you know the sovereign will of God? You can
know slices of it only if He reveals it to you supernaturally.

Otherwise, read a history book! If the history book is accurate, you
have just discovered the sovereign will of God in the past.

So God is sovereign. If something happens,it is His will
because He saw it and allowed it.

3.80EzUVUw, OuBODOBOOWEOUOWEEOOI Ew&OE:;
DPUw' PUWET UPUI EwbPOOWEUwWPUwWxT UUEDPOUWUO



UOYI Ul PT OwbpbOOwbhUwl PEET OQwi UOOwUUOwW' BUI
moral will relates to how He wishes for human beings to conduct

themselves. His moral will applies to every person in the same way.

For instance, the Scripture says that God isnot willing that anyone

Ul OUOEwxT UPUI OWEUUwWUT EVWE Gonarelé&d OE wU| E|
perfect will is that all people come to His Son. But His sovereign or

permissive will allows them to reject Him.

4.&80Ez 0w DOOwhbOw#bPUxT UUDOT w PUw&DI
Because Jesus Christ is Head of His church, He has willed the phce
that the members of His Body will occupy. The Lord distributes His
callings and gifts to the members of His Body according to His will.
Because each believer is a different member of His Body (some are
hands, some are feet, etq. 1 Cor. 12), His will concerning gifts and
callings differs from person to person. For this reason, Paul would
Oi Ul OwUEa wUi E U wdcdondibgidthe Wik @ Gd&x @U U Ol w

Not every Christian has the same gift or calling. Each
member of the Body is given a different calling and gift according to
&OEZzUwbPOOB w»UUUT T UOwWUT T w+ OUEWPDPOOwWOI |
Ul UxT EQwU0OOw' PUwPOUOB W wYl UawoOEUT I wxEU!
of Jesus and the apostles (Paul included) was on this score. It had to
do with ministry.

These are the four uses of the phrasewill of Godin the
Scriptures. | challenge you to look at the Scriptures in the Appendix.
If you read each of them in context, you will discover that the phrase



the will of Godnever refers to a specific, individual plan that differs
from Christian to Christian. To put it another way, the doctrine that
God has a detailed plan for your life which encompasses every
decision you will ever make has no Biblical basis.

The Doctrine is Unlivable

This doctrine is also unlivable . While it can be believed and
taught, it simply cannot be lived out. | have yet to meet a person who
actually lives this teaching. May | call to witness the events of your
life this morning.

Upon waking, you decided if you were going to get
out of bed or snooze. You may have decided what you would do
while lying in bed. You then decided which side of the bed you
would throw your legs over.

You then decided what you would do as soon as you got out
of bed. Maybe it was to go into the bathroom and brush you r teeth.
Maybe it was to take a shower or a bath. Maybe it was to walk into
another room and fellowship with the Lord. You made some
decision. If you took a shower, you decided whether or not to
shampoo your hair . . . whether or not to shave. You then decided
what side of your body you would wash first.

You then decided when you would get dressed. And in so
doing, you decided what to wear. You also decided which sock to put
on first. . . if indeed you chose to wear socks. You then decided
which shoes to wear. And in so doing, you decided which shoe to put



on first.

Then you decided whether or not to eat breakfast. If you did
eat, you decided where you would eat, what you would eat, and how
you would prepare the food. If you went out to eat, you decided
where you would go, what seat you sat in, what you would order,
and how you would order it. You decided exactly how much to tip
the waitress or waiter.

Point: You made countless decisions this morning.

Now, | would like to propose that none of you asked the
Lord to show you His will for every decision that | just mentioned.

OEwPi waOUwUlI OOwOil Ow?! UOUT T Uw»UEOOOwWUI
ET EPUPOOwWaOUwWNUUUWUUEU]l Ewd wéd wd w( z YT WE(
made every one of those decisions, and the Spiritled me into which
ET OPETl wOOWOEOT wi OUWEOOWOT wUi 1T 002 wUT 1T O

You need to be admitted to the skull ranch immediately
because your head is not screwed on straight. In addition, you have a
problem telling the truth. My point is th at this doctrine is simply not
livable.

The Doctrine Encourages Immaturity

~ ~ ~ A~ ~

my Christian life. My observation is that it encourages gross
POOEUUUPUaABwW(zYlI whEUET | E usiterHehou" T UDUUDI
followed this doctrine make some of the most foolish and bizarre

decisions. | could hear some of them now.



~ ~ ~ ~ .

contemplating a decision before God. And then, lo and behold, | saw
a twig move, and | knew that God was giving me a sign to do thus
EOEwWUOG6~> w
The belief that God has an individual will for your life that
you must discover has also caused many Christians to put out
i OT'TET UBw(zYl well Owl UPOUa wOi wUT pUwWwOa Ul
that this is not a New Covenant practice. In fact, it only happened
once in the Old Testament. And the conditions were drastically
different from the way that Christians utilize the fleece today. (If you
EOOz UwOOOPwkPT E0w?xUU0UDPOT wPUU WE wi O1 1 ET -
Casting lots (which was never practiced after the Holy Spirit
EIl UEI OEl EWEUwW/ 1 OUI EQOUUAOwWx OEaAaDOT w?! PEC
stopping, and randomly sticking your finger on a sentence to
EPUEOYI Uw&OEZUwbPDPOOwi OUwa &diddlistOD i 1T AwWE U
ways of trying to ascertain the will of God in a decision.
(OwUT OUUOwW(zZY!l WwhPEUETT Ew" T UPDUUDBEOUL
mistakes in their lives by trying to interpret inward impressions and
decode outward signs. And | will shamelessly admit that | have been
guilty of this as well.

The Doctrine Engenders False Guilt, Fear,
Doubt, and Confusion

The train track view engenders false guilt, fear, doubt, and
EOO0I UUPOOwWPT 1 OW&OEZUwWPDPOOwWPUwWOOUWEOIT EI



Christian who suffered from a chronic hangover of guilt because they
[T O0wUT E0wUT T awdbPUUI Ew&OEZUwbPDOOwWHOwOI
) EEQOWPEUWEOOPOEUI EwbPDPUT wi UBOUWET EE
&OEZUwPPOOWEEOUUwWPI PET WEOOOI T1 wUOWEUUI
guilt that one is not spiritual enough to receive clear guidance on
every decision. It produces fear that one may have missed the will of
God. It creates confusion when one thinks they received a sign or
inward impression, only to find out later that the particular sign or
impUl UUPOOWEDPEOZUWEOOT wi UOOWE&OEWEUWE OOE
EOUEUWPOW&OEZUwWOOY!I WEOCEW' PUwxUOODBUIT wU
His children.
Regrettably, | have watched some Christians shipwreck their
i EPDUT wOYIl UwUT PUwWDUUUI 6 uhe ponithattieyJ) ET 1 EwU |
guestion their salvation. They conclude that if they were saved, God
would supernaturally show them what they were to do in every
circumstance.
- ObPw( WPEOUWaOUwUOwWTI 1T DWwEOTI EUWOOwU O/
speak a little about sin in an effort to set many of you free from false
guilt. According to the New Testament, sin is the transgression of the
+EPwphiw) OT Owt o KA w( I wadbUlwyYDOWMRA) I w& OE 7 |
UEDPUT w&OEZ Uw+EPYy w?37T OUwWUT EOCOwWOOUwWUUI E (
have committed a sin. The Lord Jesus Christ told us that the entire
Law ... all 613 rules. .. is covered by one precept (Matt. 7:12; 22:36
40). Paul also echoes the Lord and so does James (Rom. 1318; James
2:8). John speaks right in line with it as well (1 Jdhn 1-5).
The Lord said that love fulfills the whole Law. It fulfills  all of



it. What is love? Love is the very nature of God. Our God, in His
essence, is love. Love is benefiting others at the expense of oneself.
The greatest demonstration of love is the aoss of our Lord.

+OY1l wi UOI POOUWEOOwWOI w& OEzZ UWET OEOQE!L
transgression of the Law. Consequently, if you walk in love, you
T OPOT wOOWUUT EOQwi UOOwa igtd killlyduufl wOOYT wa Ol
OOYT wadUOow( zOwOOUwWTI OPOT WOOWEOOOPUWEE U
OOYIl wadUow(zOwbOUWT OPOT WUOWEOYT UwbT EU
T OPOT wOOWOOUT wOa wUl Ox1 UWEGEWEUUUwa 60U w
to lie to you, deceive you, belittle you, demean you, or insult you.

Love fulfills the Law.

Parenthetically, if | am faced with a clear opportunity to love
you . .. when | canmeet a known need of yours, and | deliberately
and knowingly refuse, | have also sinned. This is the teaching of
James (James 4:17).

"EYDPOT w0l EUWEUVUWEWEEEOT UOUOEOQuwPT EUL
OPEI UEUI wOEOA wOi wabUdw( il waObUwWEUI wbl 601
a certain decision, and you are not out of harmony with love with
respect to that particular decision, then you cannot sin in that
decision!

If you are not violating love at any point with respect to a
decision, then you have not sinned. Put differently, if your motive,
your intention, your goal, your action, your reaction, and your
attitude in a given de cision are not in violation with love, then you
have not sinned in that decision.



Now, you may make a foolish decision. You may make a
stupid decision. You may make a decision that you will regret for
many years. But if you have not violated love in making that
decision, then you have not sinned in making it. You can only sin if
you walk out of love. And that can penetrate to your motives, your
attitudes, and the means to the end.

Ul waOUlwi 60600pPDOT wbl EVw( zOwluabol

you should feel Ewb T OOT wOOU wODPT T U1l UwUDT T OwbOOP G
mind from the concept that says that if you make a decision and God
has not given you a revelation on what His will is in that decision,
then you have somehow sinned. This is simply not true.
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relationship to us. Let me unravel that a bit.

How does a shepherd lead his sheep? He leads them into
those areas where they will be safe from harm. And when he leads
the sheep into areas of danger, he stays with them very closely.

When a shepherd leads his sheep into green pastures, he
gives them boundaries. By his rod, he will specify where the sheep
are not to migrate toward, le st they get picked off by wolves. The rod
brings the sheep back if they stray.

But the shepherd does not point out specific plots of grass in
the pasture that each sheep must eat from. Instead, he gives the sheep



a wide boundary of pasture land. As long as the sheep are within the
safe boundary outlined by the shepherd, they can graze on any patch
of grass that they choose. The heavenly Shepherd does the same with
His sheep.
This principle is also true for earthly kings. A king gives
basic laws to his people to promote harmony in his kingdom. He
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people in his nation will make. He gives them broad laws to follow;
not specific instructions for day -to-day living. The same is true with
our Heavenly King.
Equally so, a wise father will give his children lots of
instruction when they are very young. He will supervise virtually
everything that the child does. But he has a goal in mind. The wise
father is trying to train his child so that the chil d will eventually be
able to make decisions for himself.
As the child grows and matures, the parental supervision
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Consequently, if the parents have done well in training their
children, the children will be able to make judgments according to
the parental training that was instilled in them. They will be trained
to make good, wise decisions. They will be capable of making solid
judgments based upon the training they received. It is the same way
with our Heavenly Father. Are you following the metaphors here?



The Lord leads His children as a Shepherd, a King, and a
Father. As a Shepherd, He leads us into green pastures and out of
danger. But He allows great freedom of choice within the green
pastures. As a King, He gives His people spiritual principles by
which to govern their lives. But these principles are very broad and
allow for much freedom of choice. As a Father, He provides lots of
instruction to His children when they are young. But then He expects
them to mature. And part of maturity is the ability to make decisions
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The Crucial Need for Understanding

Psalm 32:89 underscoresUT | wx OPOUw( z OwlUuapOl wl
Lord says through the Psalmist,

| will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; | will
guide you with my eye. Do not be like the horse or like the mule,
which have no understanding, which must be harnessddbaitand
bridle, else they will not come near you. (NKJV)

The horse and the mule have no understanding. They have
no discernment. They have no judgment. Because they have no
understanding, they must be pulled with the bit and the bridal, left
and right, and told where to go in every circumstance. The Lord tells
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people today. Scores of Christans have imbibed a doctrine that
essentially throws out the element of understanding and reduces
them to that of a horse or mule where they expect God to pull them
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The point of the passage is simply this: God teaches,
instructs, and guides us by giving us understanding. Therefore, seek
understanding. And that brings us to the passage that we opened
with:

Brethren, DO NOT BE CHILDREN IN UNDERSTANDING;
however, in malice be babes, but IN UNDERSTANDING BE
MATURE. (1 Cor. 14:20, NKJV)

| would like to close this chapter by making the following
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CHAPTER 2
FINDING LIBERTY IN A PARKING LOT

Imagine a public parking lot, would you? Notice that a
parking lot has boundaries. We know by the boundaries w here the
parking lot begins and where it ends. We know what is inside the
parking lot and what is outside of it.

The beauty of the parking lot is the freedom it displays.
There are many choices within the parking lot. The drivers may
freely choose betweenmany parking spaces. So long as a parking
space is not taken, nor reserved for specialized individuals, drivers
may freely select the space in which they wish to park their car.

Certainly, some choices may be wiser than others. If it is
UEDPODOT QuolbMser Bnad mateaBvantageous to park in a
space that is closer to the building than one that is far removed from
it. On the other hand, many parking spaces are equally expedient.
One is no better than the other.
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considering the very first command that God gave to man. This is the
first time that God revealed His will to a human being. And | believe
it is loaded with insight.

A Visit to A Certain Garden

Go with me to a certain garden. The Lord has just put His
man into the beautiful garden of Eden. And He says the following to
Adam:

Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat; but of the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you
eat of it you shakurely die. (Genesis 2: 47, NKJV)
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may eat freelyfrom everytree in the garden. The exception is the tree
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may freely choose to eat from every tree in this garden. Just keep
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| see a parking lot here. To keep with the metaphor, | hear
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within the boundaries of the parking lot. | fyou park outside the
boundary, it will mean trouble for you. Every tree in the garden is
within the parking lot. The tree of the knowledge of good and evil is
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With that thought in mind, let us move on with the story.
&OEwOx1 OU ude, Briel Gue hakester debut. Adam,
being the responsible husband that he is, instructs his dear wife on
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As the day progresses, Adam says to his lovely wife,? $ Y1 Ow
2T 1 U T EUUOwW( zZOwUl ECQawl UOT UawublT T Owo«
UxT EBT UOwWUT T UITIT OUI Ow( wEdOzUwWT EYT wOT T wi
meal. Would you mind preparing something for us to eat this
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As Eve beholds the forest of trees that fill her horizon, she is
overwhelmed with the different types. She pulls some apples from
one tree. Some pears from another. Some oranges from another. And
some peaches fran another.
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should prepare for the meal. Can you ask God which one | should
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Adam gets alone and lifts his eyes to the heavens and says,
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Heaven is silent. Adam repeats the question. But still, there
is only silence.

After waiting fifteen minutes, Adam returns to Eve saying,
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commandment He gave me, and | guess you can pick whatever fruits
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Eve shrugs her shoulders and decides to use the peaches.
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got another question. How am | to prepare these peaches? | mean,

should | peel them or leave them the way they are? Should I slice

them, dice them, quarter them, bake them, make a pie out of them,

make peach cobbler, mashed peaches, peachread, or apeach
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Adam retreats to a place alone and beckons the Lord to answer his
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For the second time, Adam meets the silence of God.
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himself, God is not answering me because | already know the answer!

Let that statement marinate for a moment.

~ . ~ ~ -
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your choiceThe Lord said we may freely eat from any tree in the
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parking lot. But as long as you are in the parking lot, then you may
freely choose any parking space you wish. Put anather way, you
cannot miss His will in the parking lot!
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for the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Beyond that, which
tree to eat from, how to eat, when to eat, and how to prepare the fruit
was left to the choice of the first man and the first woman.

Take a deep breath now, and let that sink in.

This raises a crucial question. How do we as believers
discover the moral will of God? How do we determine the
boundaries of the parking lot?
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explore the subjective way.

An Inward Discovery

In the Old Testament, God gave His people a very detailed



map of His moral will for them. Israel had 613 laws by which to
govern their lives. Old Testament Israel was commanded to carry out
specific behaviors like what clothes to wear and not wear, what kinds
of food to eat and not eat, and how to build their houses.

Thankfully, those law s were nailed to the cross of Jesus
Christ (Col. 2:14ff). In place of the Old Covenant, which has been
done away with, we have been given a New Covenant that is far
better (Heb. 8-10). Under the New Covenant, the Law of God died in
Christ (Rom. 7:1-6; 10:4 Gal. 2:19; 3:125). However, when Jesus rose
again from the dead, He became a lifegiving spirit, and He took up
residence in each one of us (1 Cor. 15:45; Rom. 8). Christ is the
fulfillment of the moral will of God. Christ, through the Holy Spirit,

Is the living, breathing, personified will of God.
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us as aPersonHe has come in the Spirit, and the Spirit dwells in us.
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2 x D teRitho being led into the moral will of God. (The context of
passages like Romans 8 and Galatians 5 make this clear.) Practically
speaking, the Spirit of God leads us into the boundaries of the
parking lot.

As Christians, you and | are no longer under th e Old
Covenant law where we try to discover the rules of God in the Bible
and then do our best to carry them out. That is Old Covenant living.
You and | have something far better. The book of Hebrews makes



very clear that God has done away with Old Covenant living and has
given us a new and better covenant by which to live (Heb. 8-10).

The promise of the New Covenant is that God has put His
laws in the mindsof His people, and He has written them on their
hearts(2 Cor. 3:23). Under the New Covenant, the will of God has
become something internal and living.

We can say it this way. The Christian faith is not a moral
religion as was Judaism. As Christians, we are outside the realm of
rules and laws. The Christian walk is a Person. We are driven by a
life for m that is not our own. That life form is Divine.

This is not just a doctrine or a theology. God Himself has
taken up residency in our very being. He lives inside of us. We have
an indwelling Lord who moves, speaks, and leads within us. This is
the same Godwho walked throughout Galilee in the first century.
His name is Jesus, and He lives in us by the Holy Spirit.
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us. And that life has a nature. Do you remember what that nature is?
Itis love.

God is love. Love is what governs everything God does. You
and | have a Lord who lives in us, and His driving nature is love.
That nature seeks to benefit others at the expense of ourselves.
Following the leadership of the indwelling Spirit is a vast
topic. We can write an entire book on the subject. But | would like to
say a few basic things about it that I trust will be useful to you.
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The Holy Spirit dwells in your innermost being. Therefore, there are
spiritual impulses, promptings, and instincts that function inside of
you.
The more you get to know the Lord, the more you will
intuitively know if a decision is inside or outside of His moral will.
Because God is love and love fulfills His will, those inw ard
registrations, promptings, and instincts will alwayslead you in the
PEAawOl wOOYI 6w/ EUOWUOOEWUT I w3T1 UUEOCOODI
anyone to teach you how to love. For you have beentaught by Godo
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indwelling Spirit) teaches us how to walk in love and righteousness.
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2:271f.).
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Christians. You get into an argument with someone very close to you.
Perhaps some cutting word comes out of your mouth. Instantly,
within your inward parts you feel uncomfortable and convicted. That
Is the indwelling Spirit | the anointing| revealing to you that you
have just stepped outside of the parking lot.
You may be going about your business, and a person comes
to your mind, and instinctively, you know you are to call them, reach
out to them, or pray for them. Or someone asks you for a favor, and
while your natural inclination is to turnt hem down due to the
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perhaps you are going head-to-head with someone over an issue that
you feel passionate about. And intuitively, you are prompted to defer
to the other person, dropthe DU U UT wi OUPUI Oa OwEOE wx UU wt
hands. Or a brother or sister in Christ gives you a personal
observation, suggestion, or word of instruction, and it stays with you
day after day. You have an inward witness that the word is right on
the mark.
| remember as a young Christian in my teens what
happened when | first began to ask the Lord to lead me by His Spirit.
Some of the first promptings | had were to help my mother wash the
dishes (something | hated to do). In responding to those promptings,
| had joy in doing the dishes. The burden was not heavy.
| also remember times of mowing my lawn and then having
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that when He pr ompts us to a certain action and we respond to it, He
supplies the power to carry it out. Further, our inward parts are
given a sense of life and peace.
The inward promptings that | received as a young believer
always involved giving, aiding, and loving on the one hand, or losing
and self-sacrificing on the other. Even in my life today, the leadership
of the Holy Spirit virtually always involves one of two things:
Serving and ministering to others or exposing some inward attitude,



motive, reaction, or outlo ok in me that God wants to deal with. The
method by which the Spirit leads is always toward a greater
discovery of Christ.

Sometimes these promptings will cause one to perceive
things outside of natural means in order to help someone spiritually,
emotionally, or physically. | will give you a very recent example to
illustrate this. A relative of mine was suffering from a severe cold.
She told me that she was going to take some medicine. For reasons
that | cannot explain, | felt inclined to watch her take the medicine to
make sure the dosage was correct.

Again, there was no natural reason for me having this
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and | had no good reason to do it this time. The directions said to
take two tablespoons of the medicine. A measuring cup was included
with the medicine bottle. The medicine was poured to the two -
tablespoon mark. As | looked at it, | knew it was far more than two
tablespoons. We then measured it, and sure enough, it was four
tablespoons! The measuring cup was not accurate.

If I had not been there to check on the dosage, my loved one
would have overdosed on the medicine. | was simply following an
instinct | had. And there was no harm in doing so. A sensitive spirit
can often perceive things outside of natural means.

As | look at the New Testament carefully, | discover the
same principle. Whenever you find the leading of the Spirit in the life



of Jesus (in the Gospels) or the apostles (in the book of Acts), it is
virtually always in relation t o walking in the righteousness of Christ
or in ministering to others. To be led intuitively is the normal way
that God leads His children into His moral will.

An Outward Guide
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Scriptures, which are inspired by the same Spirit who indwells us, is
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Scriptures are not isolated in and of themselves.

The Scriptures contain what the New Testament authors call
201 1T we OUE wdWoukoddod is dJedu$ Christ. He is the living
Word. He is the Logos the speech and utterance of God Himself. The
(John 5:39). Therefore, the Scriptures are the written Word pointing to
and revealing the living Word, Christ.
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(Acts 6:4). This is the ministry where the Word of God is spoken,
preached, or taught (Acts 18:11; 1 Thess. 2:13; Heb. 13:7). It is also
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Person . . . it was Christ.

The Scriptures are a witness to the moral will of God. The
Old Testament reveals the will of God as it finds its fulfillment in



Christ. The Gospels contain a record of how the indwelling life of

God was lived out in Jesus of Nazareth. The book of Acts contains a

record of how the indwelling life of God was lived out by the

apostles and the early church. And the New Testament epistles reveal

the Person of Christ to churches and individuals who are in crises.

All are inspired by the sameSpirit who indwells every Christian
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It is by the ministry of the Word of God that we are educated
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For this reason, Hebrews 4:12 tells us that the Word of God is alive,

active, and can discern thoughts and intents. It also judges between

what comes from our renewed inner man versus what comes from
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The ministry of the Word is essential to discovering the will

of God for this one reason: It renews the mind and heightens our

sensitivity to our indwelling Lord. It is also spirit and life . . . or food .

.. to our inward man (John 6:63). The Word gets us familiar with the

way in which our Lord operates. For His indwelling in us is no

different from His living on earth and in the heavenlies. For it is the

same life and the same Person.
Put another way, the life of the Lord in you | the subjective
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written Word of God. It will never contradict the revelation of Christ

that is revealed in the Scriptures. It will always be in harmony with it.



| remember years ago meeting a woman who was following
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word of knowledge, predictive prophecy, and healing. The woman
was married. The prophet told her that God showed him that she had
married the wrong man. He said she was to divorce her husband (not
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leading.
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followin g him. God gave this revelation to him. The indwelling Spirit
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this?

We know on two counts. One, the life of Jesus Christ indde
of you will tell you that such a word could not come from God. Why?
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untold agony over this. If you are in touch with your spiritual

from Christ, for He is Love. Only pain, chaos, and deep hurt could

come out of such a revelation if acted upon.

Two, the Scriptures condemn such a practice. The record of
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moral will, both the internal witness of the Spirit and the o utward
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you ought never to forget.
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like a large compass that always points us in the direction of the
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moral will is always in line with His eternal purpose.

It is no accident that Ephesians has more references to the
will of God than any other New Testament letter (Eph. 1:1, 5, 9, 11,

5:17; 6:6). The governing theme of Ephesians is the eternal purpee of
&OEB w4 OEIl UUUEOEDOT w&OEzUwxUUxOUI OwlTl 1T «
providing direction for our lives.

Sharpening Your Spiritual Instincts

There are three passages in the New Testament that shed
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these texts, | find very practical instruction on the matter. The first
one is Romans 12:12:



| beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is
your reasonablservice. And do not be conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what

Is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. (NKJV)

Paul writes to the church in Rome and exhorts the believers
to offer their bodies to God as a living sacrifice. Herein lies an
important spiritual principle. The Lord does not reveal His will to
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Paul goes on to discuss the renewing of the mind. The net
effect of offering our bodies as a living sacrifice and renewing our
minds isthatwe wD OO WE T WwEEOI wUOOw? xUOYIl » wOUwWET O
will of God. This is a reference to His moral will as the context shows.

Notice that the mind has something to do with discovering
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of God is written in our minds (Heb. 8:10). However, our minds need
to be renewed. If we offer ourselves as a living sacrifice to the Lord,
and we renew our minds, Paul says that we will know and approve
the perfect will of God.



As natural creatures, we have a certan way of thinking. We
have a way of reasoning that we inherited from this world. The
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opposed to the thinking of this present world.
Yet as we renew our mind, we begin to think the way He
thinks and our spiritual instincts become sharper. Our understanding
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becomes obvious to us. We become intuitively aware which actions
are pleasing to Him and which are not. This is maturity. Ag ED OO w( z Ow
speaking of the moral will of God.
Paul made mention of this process when he spoke to the
Corinthians. He told them that because they were living like natural
people in the world (unsaved people), they were spiritual babes and
EOUOE Oz U wlind thihgs bf théSpikit. But the spiritually
mature are those who are able to exercise spiritual discernment and
judgment (1 Cor. 2:6-3:3).
To put a finer point on it, instead of giving us orders and
commands, the Lord desires for us to have amindd w Pthid mind be
in you which was also in Christ Jesus . . . we have themind Ol w" T UPU U2 w
(Php. 2:5; 1 Cor. 2:16). When a son is young, he receives orders from
his parents. But as he spends time getting to know his parents and
matures, he cultivates an understanding of the mind of his parents in
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that of his parents. It is the same in the spiritual. We are sons who



possess amind rather than servants who merely take orders (John
15:15; Gal 4:1ff.).
How do we renew our minds? Simply, by spending time in
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ministry of His Word, which contains His thoughts. By those three
elements our minds are shaped in conformity to His will.
The other passage is Hebrews 5:14:

But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those who
by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and
evil. (NKJV)

This text unearths an important principle about spiritual maturit .
Namely, that as we practice yielding to the Lord, our spiritual
instincts become more acute. The text says that the mature believer
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both good and evil. That is, the mature believer is able to discern the
moral will of God in all situations.
Finally, we have a passage in the book of Acts that opens up
another vista altogether. In Acts 24:16, Paul declares:

This being so, | myself always strive to have a conscience without
offense towa God and men. (NKJV)



Each one of us has a conscience. Your conscience is an inward
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an alarm. If you violate it, it brings you under conviction. It is not
condemnation, which comes fUO O w& OEz Uwl Ol Oa wOUwi uUdOw
who tells you how terrible a Christian you are. It comes from your
human spirit, the place where God dwells.

Both the Holy Spirit and your conscience bear witness to the truth
(Romans 9:1). It is by your conscience thatyou can discern the moral
will of God. Anything that offends your conscience is something to
stay clear of. Anything that your conscience allows is permissible for
you. There is another aspect of the conscience that we will handle in
the last chapter. It has to do with the way the conscience is shaped.
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reference to people who continue to reject the dictates of their

To sum up, we have been given five lighthouses that guide us into
the moral will of God: The inward promptings and instincts of the
Holy Spirit written on our minds and hearts (Heb. 8; Rom. 8; Gal. 5),
the testimony of Scripture (2 Tim. 3), the renewal of our minds (Rom.

12), the habitual exercise of our spiritual senses (Heb. 5), and the
dictates of our conscience (Acts 24).
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moral will . . . the path of righteousness, which is Christ.

If you have been in the Lord for any length of time, it is not
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will as a parking lot. A step out of love is a step outside of the
parking lot. Walking in love is walking in the parking lot.

Add to that a safeguard: On moral matters, inward promptings
are only reliable when they are consistent with the will of Go d
disclosed in Scripture. This is one of the reasons why the ministry of
the Word is so vital to us. It not only reveals Christ to us and feeds
our spirit, but it also educates us on the way the indwelling Lord
directs us. For the Christ revealed in Scripture and the Christ who
lives in us is the same Person. He is the same yesterday, today, and
forever (Heb. 13:8). Praise the Lord!

Let us now handle the question of non-moral decisions. That is,
how do we choose between parking spaces?



CHAPTER 3
CHOOSING BETWEEN PARKING SPACES

| will begin this chapter by reiterating that if you are in the
parking lot, you are in the moral will of God. However, within that
parking lot, there are many legitimate and acceptable spaces in which
to park. Thechoice of the parking space is yours.
I have compiled a list of decisions that Christians agonize over in
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themselves, every decision on this list is a nonrmoral issue. So long as
we are in the parking lot, the choice of where to park is left to you
and me. They are:

C Should I go to college?
C If so, which college should | attend?
C What courses should | take, and what will be my major?
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Should | get an undergraduate degree, a masters degree, or a
doctorate?

What job should I apply for and accept?

Should | seek a job promotion or a raise? If so, when and how?
Where should | live?

Should I rent, buy, or build a house?

Should | get married?

Who should | marry?

If I marry, should | have kids?

How many kids should | have?

Should I use birth control?

If so, what type of birth control?

Should | have a home birth, use a midwife, or have a hospital
birth?

In what manner should | raise my children?

Should | discipline them? If so, how and when should | discipline
them?

Should | home school, send them to private school or public
school?

What foods should | eat and what foods should | avoid?

Should I exercise? If so, how, how often, when, and where?
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or natural supplements?
How should | manage my money? Should | make a budget?



Should | save? Invest? If so, how and using what method?
C What bank should | use? Should | use credit cards? Which and
how often?
C How should my spouse and | divide up the division of labor in
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dishes, take out the garbage, etc.?)
C Should I buy or lease a car?
C What type of car and how many?
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choice. That statement alone should remove a load off your
shoulders.
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that would compromise your honesty would be outside of the
parking lot. We can safely say that to make your career selling illegal
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have no immoral implications associated with them are all within the
parking lot. The choice as to which one to take is left to you.

Now that still leaves us with a question: By what criteria should
we choose between parking spaces? Dowe expect God to give us
some special revelation on these matters? Or do we just throw up a
coin and choose based upon which side the coin lands?



The Lord has not promised to give us special revelation on these
non-moral issues. He has promised to lead usinto His moral will, as
we have already discussed. But when it comes to the plethora of non-
moral decisions that are constantly before us, He has given no such
promise. It is for this reason that many Christians become frustrated
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Remember the story of Jack.

Handling Objections
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Acknowledge the Lord in all your ways, and He shall direct your paths?

The original Hebrew of that passage ssa Uw? ' 1T wUT EOOWOE O] wa
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you in every decision you will ever make. It is a promise that if you
trust in your Lord instead of yourself, the Lord will make your paths
smooth.

? 1 U U wb TuBrMbau&dd énys in Isaiah 30:21,Your ears shall hear
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to the right hand and whenever you turn to the left?

According to the context of this passage, Israel was in rebellion
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discipline was to bring Israel back to the place where she would






