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ÏÌɯ×ÙÖÔÐÚÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ-ÌÞɯ"ÖÝÌÕÈÕÛɯÐÚɯÛÏÐÚȯɯɁȿ(ɯÞÐÓÓɯ×ÜÛɯ,àɯÓÈÞÚɯÐÕÛÖɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÔÐÕËÚȮɯ(ɯ

will write them upon their hearts. I will be their God and they shall be My people. 

And they shall not teach every one his fellow-citizen, and everyone his brother 

ÚÈàÐÕÎȮɯȿ*ÕÖÞɯÛÏÌɯ+ÖÙËȮɀɯÍÖÙɯÈÓÓɯÚÏÈÓÓɯÒÕÖÞɯÔÌȮɯÍÙÖÔɯÛÏÌɯÓÌÈÚÛɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÎÙÌÈÛÌÚÛȭɯ(ɯÞÐÓÓɯÉÌɯ

merciful to tÏÌÐÙɯÐÕÐØÜÐÛÐÌÚȮɯÈÕËɯ(ɯÞÐÓÓɯÙÌÔÌÔÉÌÙɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÚÐÕÚɯÕÖɯÔÖÙÌȭɀɂ1 

 Ɂ ÓÓɯÚÏÈÓÓɯÒÕÖÞɯ,ÌɂɯȭɯȭɯȭɯÛÏÐÚɯÐÚɯÛÏÌɯÉÌÈÛÐÕÎɯÏÌÈÙÛɯÖÍɯ&ÖËȭɯ(ɀÓÓɯÉÌɯÉÓÜÕÛȯɯ$ÐÛÏÌÙɯàÖÜɯÈÕËɯ(ɯ

ÊÈÕɯÒÕÖÞɯ&ÖËɯÐÕÛÐÔÈÛÌÓàȮɯÖÙɯÛÏÌɯÎÖÚ×ÌÓɯÐÚɯÈɯÚÏÈÔȭɯ.ÕÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÙÌÞÈÙËÚɯÖÍɯÖÜÙɯ+ÖÙËɀÚɯ

suffering is that we all ÚÏÈÓÓɯÒÕÖÞɯ'ÐÔɯȭɯȭɯȭɯɁÍÙÖÔɯÛÏÌɯÓÌÈÚÛɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÎÙÌÈÛÌÚÛȭɂ 

 Living in organic Body life for many years has taught me the reality of a major 

teaching in the New Testament. Namely, the Lord dwells in all of us, and He is a 

speaking God. But the primary vehicle He uses as His mouthpiece is His Body.2 

 Therefore, you and I will never know Christ deeply or intimately unless we are in a 

community of believers where each member is free to open their mouths and speak. We 

ÓÌÈÙÕɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛɯÉàɯÉÌÐÕÎɯÔÌÔÉÌÙÌËɯÞÐÛÏɯÖÛÏÌÙɯÉÌÓÐÌÝÌÙÚȭɯ(ɀÔɯÕÖÛɯÛÈÓÒÐÕÎɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÛÏÌɯ2ÜÕËÈàɯ

morning church service that most of us grew up with where one or two members of the 

!ÖËàɯÏÈÝÌɯÛÏÌɯÍÙÌÌËÖÔɯÛÖɯÚ×ÌÈÒɯÛÖɯÌÝÌÙàÖÕÌɯÌÓÚÌȭɯ(ɀÔɯÚ×ÌÈÒÐÕÎɯÖÍɯÈɯÊÖÔÔÜÕÐÛàɯÖÍɯ

believers where each member is free to share Christ with one another. 

 3ÏÌɯÛÙÜÛÏɯÐÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÞÌɯÊÈÕɀÛɯÍÜÓÓàɯÒÕÖÞɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛɯÈÚɯÈÕɯÐÕËÐÝÐËÜÈÓȭɯ6ÌɯÒÕÖÞɯ'ÐÔɯÍÜÓÓàɯ

through the new creation. That is, we know Him through His Body.3 

 This understanding changed everything for me. Throughout my years of living in 

church life, I began to understand that my brothers and sisters in Christ were parts of 

Christ, and I learned to listen to my Lord through them. I also discovered that the Lord is 

constantly speaking. And He speaks through His own people even at times when they 

are unaware of it. 

 If this is true . . . and I assure you it is . . . then how well we know the Lord depends 

on how connected we are to the other parts of His Body.  

 (This principle would also include what Christ has revealed to members of His Body 

ÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ×ÈÚÛȭɯ3ÏÌÙÌÍÖÙÌȮɯÞÏÌÕÌÝÌÙɯ(ɯÏÌÈÙɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛÐÈÕÚɯÔÈÒÌɯÛÏÌɯÊÓÈÐÔɯÛÏÈÛɯɁƝƝȭƝǔɯÖÍɯÈÓÓɯ(ɯÙÌÈËɯ

ÐÚɯ ÛÏÌɯ !ÐÉÓÌȮɂɯ (ɯ ÊÙÐÕÎÌȭɯ $ÝÌÙàɯ ×ÌÙÚÖÕɯ (ɀÝÌɯ ÔÌÛɯ ÞÏÖɯ ÔÈËÌɯ ÛÏÈÛɯ ÊÓÈÐÔɯ ÞÈÚɯ ÎÙÖÚÚÓàɯ

                                                           

 1 Hebrews 8:10-11. 

 2 1 Corinthians 12:1ff.  

 3 2 Corinthians 5:16-17. 
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imbalanced. And for good reason. Rightly understanding the Bible requires an 

interpretive community.) 

 My journey into Body life taught me that the Christian life, in its core essence, is 

living by another ÓÐÍÌȭɯ(ÛɀÚɯÓÐÝÐÕÎɯÉàɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛȭɯ!ÜÛɯÐÛɀÚɯÕÖÛɯÚÐÔ×ÓàɯÓÐÝÐÕÎ only by the Lord who 

ÐÕËÞÌÓÓÚɯÔÌȭɯ(ÛɀÚɯÈÓÚÖɯÓÐÝÐÕÎɯÉàɯÛÏÌɯ+ÖÙËɯÞÏÖɯÐÕËÞÌÓÓÚɯÔàɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛÐÈÕɯÉÙÖÛÏÌÙÚɯÈÕËɯÚÐÚÛÌÙÚȭɯ 

 I live by the Lord who is in me, and I live by the Lord who is in my fellow brethren (in 

whom Christ also dwells). God has designed it that way. Consequently, if we will know 

our Lord deeply, we must be connected to other members of the Body of Christ in a 

ÊÖÕÊÙÌÛÌɯÞÈàȭɯ ÕËɯÐÛɯËÖÌÚÕɀÛɯÏÜÙÛɯÈÛɯÈÓÓɯÛÖɯÐÕÊÓÜËÌɯÐÕɯÛÏÈÛɯÔÐßɯÌß×ÖÚÜÙÌɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÎÙÌÈÛɯ

teachers of the past whom God has gifted to reveal Christ to His church. 

 3ÏÙÖÜÎÏÖÜÛɯÔàɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛÐÈÕɯÓÐÍÌȮɯ(ɀÝÌɯÔÌÛɯÉÌÓÐÌÝÌÙÚɯÞÏÖɯÏÈËɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÖÞÕɯ×ÙÐÝÈÛÌɯÞÈÓÒɯ

with the Lord. They never knew Christian community, yet they had an extremely strong 

devotional life. Every person who fit that bill, in my experience at least, was lopsided in 

ÚÖÔÌɯÈÙÌÕÈɯÖÍɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÓÐÝÌÚȭɯ3ÏÌɯÙÌÈÚÖÕȳɯ3ÏÌàɯËÐËÕɀÛɯÈÝÈÐÓɯÛÏÌÔÚÌÓÝÌÚɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÉÈÓÈÕÊÐÕÎɯÖÍɯ

the Body. 

 No Christian is wired to live an individualistic Christian life. Without Christian 

community, we cannot grow normally in the spiritual life. We were designed to live with 

other Christians and receive their spiritual portion. If you doubt this, please read 1 

Corinthians 12 with this possibility in mind. 

 $ÝÌÕɯÚÖȮɯÛÏÌÙÌɀÚɯÈÕÖÛÏÌÙɯÓÌÚÚÖÕɯ(ɯÓÌÈÙÕÌËɯÞÏÐÊÏɯseems to be a little known fact about 

hoÞɯÛÏÌɯ+ÖÙËɯÖ×ÌÙÈÛÌÚȭɯ(ɯ×ÌÙÚÖÕÈÓÓàɯÉÌÓÐÌÝÌɯÐÛɀÚɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÞÈàɯÖÍɯËÌÈÓÐÕÎɯÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÌɯÚ×ÐÙÐÛɯÖÍɯ

elitism which He dislikes so much. 

 When we first meet the Lord, He makes Himself quite irresistible to us. He wins us 

over with His charm. He conquers our heart with His unconditional love. He draws us 

near by His passion. And we fall in love.  

 If we come into a higher vision of His purpose, we get connected with other believers. 

We then begin to know Him together; we pursue Him corporately. (Regrettably, many 

Christians never know this experience.) 

 But there is a danger in receiving a greater revelation of the Lord Jesus Christ, one 

ÛÏÈÛɯÔÖÝÌÚɯÍÙÖÔɯÚÏÈÓÓÖÞɯÞÈÛÌÙÚɯÐÕÛÖɯÛÏÌɯËÌ×ÛÏÚȭɯ(ÛɀÚɯÛÏÌɯ×ÌÙÐÓɯÖÍɯÈÓÓÖÞÐÕÎɯÖÜÙɯfirst seeing 

of Christ to shape the way we recognize Him for the rest of our lives!  

 (Please read that sentence again.) 

 (ɀÔɯÎÖÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÔÈÒÌɯÛÏÐÚɯÚÏÖÊÒÐÕÎÓàɯ×ÖÐÕÛÌËȯɯThe Lord Jesus Christ always ends up coming 

to us in ways that make it easy for us to reject Him. 

 If we are pressing on to know the Lord, He will eventually come to us in a way that 

ÔÈÒÌÚɯÐÛɯÌÈÚàɯÍÖÙɯÜÚɯÛÖɯÐÎÕÖÙÌɯ'ÐÔȮɯËÐÚÔÐÚÚɯ'ÐÔȮɯÈÕËɯÌÝÌÕɯÙÌÑÌÊÛɯ'ÐÔȭɯ(ɀÝÌɯÞÈÛÊÏÌËɯÛÏÐÚɯ

happen repeatedly among Christian groups that felt they had a corner on knowing the 

Lord. 

 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever (Heb. 13:8). Do you recall the 
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way He came into the earth?  

 Consider the situation. For centuries, Israel had waited for a political Messiah. They 

expected Him to break the yoke of Roman bondage anËɯÓÐÉÌÙÈÛÌɯ&ÖËɀÚɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌɯÍÙÖÔɯ

Roman oppression.  

 But how did the Messiah make His entrance into the world? He came in a way that 

made it easy for His own people to reject Him. He entered this planet as a frail baby, 

born in a feeding house for animals. The King of the universe was born as a weak human 

being in the ill-starred town of Bethlehem, in the midst of the stain and stench of animal 

manure. And His parents? A needy Jewish couple. 

 There He was. The promised Messiah who was expected to overthrow the mighty 

Roman empire and set Israel free from Gentile oppression. 

 Interestingly, none of the Bible scholars who had the Old Testament memorized and 

ÒÕÌÞɯÛÏÌɯ×ÙÖ×ÏÌÊÐÌÚɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÛÏÌɯ,ÌÚÚÐÈÏɀÚɯÊÖÔÐÕÎɯÞÌÙÌɯ×ÙÌÚÌÕÛɯÈÛɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛɀÚɯÉÐÙÛÏȭɯ3ÏÌɯÖÕÓàɯ

people who were present were those who were led to the stable by revelation. All of 

them happened to be shepherds and pagan astrologers, not Bible scholars. 

 When He grew up, He ate and drank in their presence, and He taught in their streets.4 

He was unassumingly modest . . . of humble origin. A mere carpenter. The son of a 

carpenter.  

 He grew up in the despised city of Nazareth, fraternizing with the despised and 

oppressed. But more startling, He befriended sinners.5 As such, the people of God dÐËÕɀÛɯ

recognize Him. Why? Because He came in a way that made it easy for them to reject 

Him. 

 And what about the disciples? Read the story again. Jesus continued to break out of 

ÛÏÌÐÙɯÌß×ÌÊÛÈÛÐÖÕÚȭɯ'ÌɯÊÖÜÓËÕɀÛɯÉÌɯ×ÐÕÕÌËɯËÖÞÕȮɯÍÐÎÜÙÌËɯÖÜÛȮɯÖÙɯÉÖßÌËɯÐÕȭɯ3ÏÌɯTwelve 

were constantly confounded by Him. His teachings were offensive. His actions 

scandalous. His reactions baffling. 

 The greatest offense of all was the cross. It offended everyoneɭboth Jew and Gentile. 

The only crown the promised Messiah-King would accept was a crown of thorns. Look 

ÈÛɯ'ÐÔɯÈÎÈÐÕȭɯ ɯÚÜÍÍÌÙÐÕÎɯ,ÌÚÚÐÈÏɯȭɯȭɯȭɯÈɯËÌÍÌÈÛÌËɯ*ÐÕÎɯȭɯȭɯȭɯÉÖàȮɯÐÛɀÚɯÌÈÚàɯÛÖɯÙÌÑÌÊÛɯ'ÐÔȭɯ 

 3ÏÐÚɯÍÐÕËÚɯÜÚɯÈÓÓɯÖÍɯÖÜÛȮɯËÖÌÚÕɀÛɯÐÛȳɯ 

 .ÕÌɯ ÖÍɯ ÛÏÌɯ +ÖÙËɀÚɯ ÔÖÚÛɯ ÍÈÐÛÏÍÜÓɯ ËÐÚÊÐ×ÓÌÚɯ ÛÌÈÊÏÌÚɯ ÜÚɯ ÛÏÐÚɯ ×ÙÐÕÊÐ×ÓÌɯ ÞÌÓÓȭɯ ,ÈÙàɯ

Magdalene was the first person to see the resurrected Christ. Do you remember what she 

ËÐËɯÈÚɯÚÖÖÕɯÈÚɯÚÏÌɯÙÌÊÖÎÕÐáÌËɯ'ÐÔȳɯ2ÏÌɯÎÙÈÉÉÌËɯ'ÐÔȮɯÈÕËɯÚÏÌɯÞÖÜÓËÕɀÛɯÚÛÖ×ɯÊÓÐÕÎÐÕÎɯÛÖɯ

Him. 

 )ÌÚÜÚɯÙÌÚ×ÖÕËÌËɯÚÈàÐÕÎȮɯɁ2ÛÖ×ɯÊÓÐÕÎÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÔÌȭɂ6 Why did Jesus tell Mary to stop 
                                                           

 4 Luke 13:26. 

 5 Luke 7:34.  

 6 This is what the Greek text says. See Leon Morris, The Gospel According to John (Grand Rapids: 

Eerdmans, 1995), pp. 741-743.  
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clinging to Him? Because He had somewhere to go. He was on the move. Jesus was 

poised to go to Galilee to see the other disciples and then to ascend to His Father.  

 Note the principle: He was moving forward, but she was clinging to Him. 

 )ÌÚÜÚɯÞÈÚɯÐÕɯÌÍÍÌÊÛɯÚÈàÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÏÌÙȯɯɁ,ÈÙàȮɯÚÛÖ×ɯÏÖÓËÐÕÎɯÖÕɯÛÖɯÔÌȭɯ3ÏÌÙÌɀÚɯÈɯÕÌÞɯÞÈàɯÛÖɯ

ÒÕÖÞɯÔÌɯÛÏÈÛɀÚɯËÐÍÍÌÙÌÕÛɯÍÙÖÔɯÞÏÈÛɯàÖÜɀÝÌɯÌß×ÌÙÐÌÕÊÌËɯÛÏÜÚɯÍÈÙȭɯ+et me go for I must 

ÔÖÝÌɯÖÕȭɂ 

 Do you remember the disciples who walked on the road to Emmaus? Their hopes 

ÞÌÙÌɯÚÏÈÛÛÌÙÌËɯÉàɯÛÏÌɯ+ÖÙËɀs horrible death. Suddenly, the Resurrected Christ began 

walking beside them, yet their eyes were blinded from recognizing Him. 

 When He engaged in the very simple gesture of breaking bread (something He had 

done frequently before them), their eyes were opened. 

 Then He quickly disappeared from their sight. 

 These stories hold a critical insight. You cannot cling to the Christ that you know 

today. He will vanish from your midst. Jesus Christ is an elusive Lover. Seeking Him is a 

progressive engagement that ÕÌÝÌÙɯÌÕËÚȭɯ'ÌɯËÖÌÚÕɀÛɯËÈÕÊÌɯÛÖɯÖÜÙɯÔÜÚÐÊȭɯ'ÌɯËÖÌÚÕɀÛɯÚÐÕÎɯ

to our tune. 

 Perhaps He will in the beginning when He woos us to Himself; but that season will 

ÌÝÌÕÛÜÈÓÓàɯÌÕËȭɯ ÕËɯÑÜÚÛɯÞÏÌÕɯàÖÜɯÛÏÐÕÒɯàÖÜɀÝÌɯÓÈÐËɯÏÖÓËɯÖÍɯ'ÐÔȮɯ'ÌɯÞÐÓÓɯÚÓÐ×ɯÖÜÛɯÖÍɯ

your grasp. He wÐÓÓɯÈ××ÌÈÙɯÛÖɯÜÚɯÈÚɯÈɯÚÛÙÈÕÎÌÙȭɯ!ÜÛɯÜ×ÖÕɯÚÌÊÖÕËɯÎÓÈÕÊÌȮɯÞÌɀÓÓɯÚÖÖÕɯ

ËÐÚÊÖÝÌÙɯÛÏÈÛɯ'ÌɀÚɯÕÖɯÚÛÙÈÕÎÌÙɯÈÛɯÈÓÓȭɯ$ÔÔÈÜÚɯÞÐÓÓɯÉÌɯÙÌ×ÌÈÛÌËɯÐÕɯÖÜÙɯÓÐÝÌÚȭ 

 We all wish to cling to the Lord that we know now. We all wish to hold on to the 

Christ that has been revealed to us today. But mark my words: He will come to us in a 

ÞÈàɯÛÏÈÛɯÞÌɯËÖɯÕÖÛɯÌß×ÌÊÛɯȭɯȭɯȭɯÛÏÙÖÜÎÏɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌɯÞÏÖɯÞÌɀÙÌɯ×ÙÖÕÌɯÛÖɯÐÎÕÖÙÌɯÈÕËɯÐÕÊÓÐÕÌËɯÛÖɯ

write off.  

 /ÌÙÏÈ×Úɯ ÛÏÌàɯ ËÖÕɀÛɯ ÛÈÓÒɯ ÖÜÙɯ ÙÌÓÐÎÐÖÜÚɯ ÓÈÕÎÜÈÎÌȭɯ /ÌÙÏÈ×Úɯ ÛÏÌàɯ ËÖÕɀÛɯ ÜÚÌɯ ÖÜÙɯ

vocabulary. Perhaps theàɯËÖÕɀÛɯÚÏÈÙÌɯÖÜÙɯÑÈÙÎÖÕɯÕÖÙɯ×ÈÙÙÖÛɯÖÜÙɯÙÌÓÐÎÐÖÜÚɯÐËÐÖÔÚȭ 

 And so we cling fast to the Lord that we recognize . . . only receiving those who talk 

our language, use our jargon, and employ our catch phrases . . . and all along we end up 

turning the Lord Jesus Christ away. 

 I have watched this happen repeatedly. Both among Christians who gather in 

traditional churches as well as those who gather outside of them. 

 What, then, does our Lord do when we fail to receive Him when He comes to us in an 

unexpected way? He moves on. And the revelation that we have of Him ceases to grow. 

 (ɀÝÌɯÚÌÌÕɯÊÏÜÙÊÏÌÚɯÈÕËɯÔÖÝÌÔÌÕÛÚɯÚÛÖ×ɯËÌÈË-in-the-water, living off of a revelation 

of Christ that was delivered to them twenty or thirty years ago. And they never got 

beyond it. 

 This, in fact, is the very root of denominationalism and Christian movements. It 

works like this. A group of Christians see an important aspect of Christ. That insight 

usually comes from a servant of the Lord whom God has raised up to restore a certain 
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spiritual truth to His church. The group is captured by it. Even changed by it. And they 

stand on the earth to promote and express it. 

 But then, subtlety, they build a circle around it. And then a castle . . . and then a wall . 

. . and then they enshrine it. And when someone else comes in contact with them with 

another aspect of Christ to share, they blow it off with monumental disinterest. Why? 

!ÌÊÈÜÚÌɯÐÛɀÚɯËÐÍÍÌÙÌÕÛɯÍÙÖÔɯÛÏÌɯÖÙÐÎÐÕÈÓɯÚÐÎÏÛÐÕÎɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ+ÖÙËɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌàɯÏÈÝÌɯÙÌÊÌÐÝÌËȭ 

 In effect, the group refuses to have fellowship with other Christians who are not like 

them.  

 /ÓÌÈÚÌɯ ËÖÕɀÛɯ ÔÐÚÜÕËÌÙÚÛÈÕËȭɯ %ÌÓÓÖÞÚÏÐ×ɯ ÐÚɯ ÕÖÛɯ ÏÈÝÐÕÎɯ Èɯ ÔÌÈÓɯ ÞÐÛÏɯ ÚÖÔÌÉÖËàȭɯ

Fellowship is mutual participation and exchange. (ÛɀÚɯÈɯÛÞÖ-way street. If you and I have 

fellowship, that means that I receive what the Lord has given you and you receive what 

the Lord has given me. And we are both enriched. 3ÏÈÛɀÚɯÍÌÓÓÖÞÚÏÐ×ȭɯ 

 Allow me to confess: If I only fellowshipped with those whose beliefs were the same 

as mine and their understanding of the Lord ÞÈÚɯÛÏÌɯÚÈÔÌɯÈÚɯÔÐÕÌȮɯÛÏÌÕɯ(ɯÊÖÜÓËÕɀÛɯÏÈÝÌɯ

fellowship with myself ten years ago! Fifteen years ago I would have had to 

excommunicate myself from the Kingdom of God!  

 Jesus Christ is richer, larger, and more glorious than any of us could ever imagine. 

And He comes to us in ways that make it tempting to reject Him. 

 When Peter, James, and John saw the transfigured Lord on the holy mountain, Peter 

wanted to build a tabernacle for Jesus, Moses, and Elijah and remain on the mountain to 

enjoy the encounter. But God would not allow it.7 

 There is something in our fallen nature that, like Peter, wishes to build a monument 

around a spiritual encounter with God and remain there. But the Lord will not have it. 

He will always break free from our frail attempts to pin Him down, box Him up, and 

hold Him in place. And He does so by coming to us in new and unexpected ways. 

 

***** 

 

 Many Christians fear diversity. We all love unity, but we tend toward uniformity. 

This tendency is most clearly seen in denominationalism. But it exists vibrantly outside 

of denominational lines as well. 

 #ÐÝÌÙÚÐÛàȮɯÏÖÞÌÝÌÙȮɯÐÚɯ×ÈÙÛɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÕÈÛÜÙÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ!ÖËàɯÖÍɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛȭɯ(ÛɀÚɯÈÓÚÖɯÞÖÝÌÕɯÐÕÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ

universe. Look at creation. Look at your physical body. Look at the unseen Trinity who 

brought both into existence. What do you find? Particularity with unity. Diversity with 

harmony.  

 Point: Diversity is a sign of fullness. Therefore, diversity should be embraced and not 

feared or rejected. 

                                                           

 7 Matthew 17:1-4. 
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 Yet few things so test the human heart as does diversity. 

 In the early years of my experience in organic church life, some of the brothers in the 

ÊÏÜÙÊÏɯÏÌÓËɯÛÖɯÈɯÛÌÈÊÏÐÕÎɯÛÏÈÛɯÔÈËÌɯɁÌßÌÙÊÐÚÐÕÎɯÍÈÐÛÏɂɯÛÏÌɯÊÌÕÛÙÈÓɯÌÔ×ÏÈÚÐÚɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÎÖÚ×ÌÓȭɯ

Their zeaÓɯÍÖÙɯɁÓÐÝÐÕÎɯÉàɯÍÈÐÛÏɂɯÞÈÚɯÕÖÛɯÏÐËËÌÕɯÉàɯÈÕàɯÔÌÈÕÚȭɯ(ÛɯÞÈÚɯ×ÙÖÊÓÈÐÔÌËɯØÜÐÛÌɯ

loudly. These brothers sought to persuade everyone else in the church to embrace their 

ÌÔ×ÏÈÚÐÚȭɯ ÕËɯÛÏÌàɯÞÌÙÌɯÜÕÏÈ××àɯÞÐÛÏɯÈÕàɯÖÛÏÌÙɯÐÕÚÐÎÏÛɯÖÙɯÌÔ×ÏÈÚÐÚɯÛÏÈÛɯËÐËÕɀÛɯ

directly relate to theirs. 

 3ÏÌÚÌɯÔÌÕɯÏÈËɯÔÈËÌɯÛÏÌÐÙɯ×ÈÙÛÐÊÜÓÈÙɯÐÕÚÐÎÏÛɯÐÕÛÖɯɁÍÈÐÛÏɂɯÛÏÌɯÞÏÖÓÌɯÉÈÓÓɯÖÍɯÞÈßȭɯ ÕËɯ

they wanted everyone else to conform to it. It was during those days that I learned that 

zealously emphasizing any particular truth, no matter how valid, and trying to persuade 

everyone else to embrace it was a money-back guarantee for a church split. 

 If I feel that the Lord has given me a particular insight into an important truth, I 

should not try to coerce everyone else to embrace it with the same zeal that I do. An 

organic church should be free in this matter. Every believer is at liberty to embrace and 

share his or her understanding of Christ. However, an organic church will only grow 

when its members learn how to incorporate ÖÕÌɯÈÕÖÛÏÌÙɀÚɯÐÕÚÐÎÏÛÚɯÐÕÛÖɯÛheir overall 

understanding of the Lord.  

 4ÕÛÐÓɯ ÖÜÙɯ +ÖÙËɯ ÙÌÛÜÙÕÚȮɯ ÞÌɯ ÞÐÓÓɯ ÈÓÓɯ ÊÖÕÛÐÕÜÌɯ ÛÖɯ ɁÚÌÌɯ ÐÕɯ Èɯ ÔÐÙÙÖÙɯ ËÈÙÒÓàȭɂ8 

Consequently, a church ought to learn the fine art of weaving together the varied 

experiences and insights that each member brings to it. Those experiences and insights 

ÞÐÓÓɯÉÌɯËÐÝÌÙÚÌȭɯ!ÜÛɯÛÏÌàɯÈÙÌɯÞÏÈÛɯÔÈÒÌɯÜ×ɯÛÏÌɯ!ÖËàɯÖÍɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛȭɯ ÕËɯÈÚɯÓÖÕÎɯÈÚɯÛÏÌàɯËÖÕɀÛɯ

take away from the gospel, they ought to be embraced. 

 Sometimes these experiences and insights will constitute a paradox. That is, they will 

appear to stand in contradiction to one another. For instance, some in the church may 

emphasize the sovereignty of God in all things. They will remind the church that all 

difficulties which come into our lives have first passed through the hands of God before 

ÛÏÌàɯÎÖÛɯÛÖɯÜÚȭɯ3ÏÌÙÌÍÖÙÌȮɯÛÏÌàɯÈÙÌɯÍÖÙɯÖÜÙɯÎÖÖËȮɯÈÕËɯÞÌɯÖÜÎÏÛɯÛÖɯɁÚÜÉÔÐÛɯÛÖɯ&ÖËɂɯ

through them.9 

 Others may emphasize that we are in a spiritual warfare, and that we have an enemy 

who will attack us through the circumstances of life. In such cases, the Lord wishes for us 

ÛÖɯɁÙÌÚÐÚÛɯÛÏÌɯËÌÝÐÓɂɯÚÖɯÛÏÈÛɯÏÌɯÞÐÓÓɯÍÓÌÌɯÍÙÖÔɯÜÚȭ10 

 So on the one hand, we should submit. But on the other, we should resist. Both are 

true. And both must be held in tension.  

 Throughout the years, I have come to see that the great bulk of Divine truth is 

paradoxical. For that reason, I have learned to live in the presence of spiritual 

                                                           

 8 1 Corinthians 13:12. 

 9 James 4:7a; Romans 8:28.  

 10 James 4:7b; 1 Peter 5:8-9. 
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contradiction. So much so that I can take a nap in the face of it. 

 But there is something more. With every new seeing of the Lord, there is the 

temptation to become proud of that new seeing. There seems to be a subtle arrogance 

that seeks to seep into the human heart when one experiences a deeper experience or 

understanding of Christ.  

 Let me be clear. There is nothing more opposite of the Spirit of Jesus Christ than the 

Ú×ÐÙÐÛɯÖÍɯ×ÙÐËÌɯÈÕËɯÈÙÙÖÎÈÕÊÌȭɯ ɯÍÈÔÖÜÚɯÚÈàÐÕÎɯÎÖÌÚɯÓÐÒÌɯÛÏÐÚȯɯ(ÛɀÚɯ×ÖÚÚÐÉÓÌɯÛÖɯÉÌɯɁ×ÜÙÌɯÈÚɯ

ÈÕÎÌÓÚɯÈÕËɯÈÚɯ×ÙÖÜËɯÈÚɯËÌÝÐÓÚȭɂɯ(ɯËÐÚÈÎÙÌÌȭɯ(ÍɯàÖÜɀÙÌɯ×ÙÖÜËȮɯàÖÜɀÙÌɯÕÖÛɯ×ÜÙÌȭɯ%ÖÙɯ&ÖËɯ

resists the proud.11 

 We find Christ in only one issueɭ×ÖÝÌÙÛàȭɯɁ!ÓÌÚÚÌËɯÈÙÌɯÛÏÌɯ×ÖÖÙɯÐÕɯÚ×ÐÙÐÛȮɂɯÞÌÙÌɯÖÜÙɯ

+ÖÙËɀÚɯÞÖÙËÚȭɯ ɯÚ×ÐÙÐÛɯÖÍɯ×ÖÝÌÙÛàɯÚÈàÚȮɯɁ(ɯÕÌÌËɯÛÖɯÒÕÖÞɯ'ÐÔɯÔÖÙÌȭɯ(ɯËÖÕɀt have the 

ÊÖÙÕÌÙɯÖÕɯ'ÐÔȭɯ(ɯÈÔɯÈɯÊÏÐÓËɯÐÕɯÛÏÐÚɯÉÜÚÐÕÌÚÚȭɯ(ɀÔɯÚÛÐÓÓɯÐÕɯÚÊÏÖÖÓȭɯ(ɀÔɯÚÛÐÓÓɯÓÌÈÙÕÐÕÎȭɯ(ɯÏÈÝÌÕɀÛɯ

ÈÙÙÐÝÌËȭɂ 

 One of the greatest lessons that Stephen Kaung 12 taught me by his life was the critical 

importance of remaining humble in the face of the greatest unveiling of Christ. He once 

ÉÙÖÜÎÏÛɯÈɯÔÌÚÚÈÎÌɯÐÕɯƕƝƝƙɯÛÏÈÛɯËÌÌ×ÓàɯÐÔ×ÈÊÛÌËɯÔÌȭɯ'ÌɯÛÖÓËɯÛÏÌɯÚÛÖÙàɯÖÍɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÞÖÙÒɯÐÕɯ

China under Watchman Nee. The stories he told about the work were no less than 

remarkable. 

 Organic churches were planted all over China in this work. Droves of young people 

came to the Lord. They touched the glory of God and experienced the Body of Christ in a 

marvelous way. 

 ,ÖÚÛɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÛÙÈËÐÛÐÖÕÈÓɯÊÏÜÙÊÏÌÚɯÐÕɯ"ÏÐÕÈɯËÐËÕɀÛɯÓÐÒÌɯÛÏÌÚÌɯÕÌÞɯÊÏÜÙÊÏÌÚȭɯ(ÕɯÍÈÊÛȮɯÛÏÌàɯ

ÍÌÓÛɯÛÏÙÌÈÛÌÕÌËɯÉàɯÛÏÌÔȭɯ6ÈÛÊÏÔÈÕɯ-ÌÌɯÞÈÚɯÛÈÎÎÌËɯÈɯɁÚÏÌÌ×-ÚÛÌÈÓÌÙɂɯÉÌÊÈÜÚÌɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌɯ

who were dying on the vine in the traditional church were joining his work in mass 

numbers. 

  Úɯ2ÛÌ×ÏÌÕɯÛÖÓËɯÛÏÌɯÚÛÖÙàȮɯÏÌɯÚÛÖ××ÌËɯÈÕËɯÉÌÎÈÕɯÛÖɯÞÌÌ×ȭɯ'ÌɯÚÈÐËȮɯɁ!ÜÛɯÚÖÔÌÛÏÐÕÎɯ

happened. Pride came over us. Because we had received a deep revelation of the Lord, 

we felt that we were special. We felt that we were better than other Christians. No longer 

did we talk about being part of the church, we started saying that we were the church in 

ÛÏÌɯÊÐÛàȭɂɯ 

 Stephen went on to say that God let this go on for a while, but eventually, He took 

'ÐÚɯÏÈÕËɯÖÍÍɯÛÏÌɯÞÖÙÒȭɯ ÕËɯÐÕɯ2ÛÌ×ÏÌÕɀÚɯÖ×ÐÕÐon, He allowed it to be scattered. 

 I remember having a conversation with him sometime afterwards. He very simply 

ØÜÖÛÌËɯÛÏÌɯ2ÊÙÐ×ÛÜÙÌÚɯÛÖɯÔÌȯɯɁ&ÖËɯÙÌÚÐÚÛÚɯÛÏÌɯ×ÙÖÜËȮɯÉÜÛɯ'ÌɯÎÐÝÌÚɯÎÙÈÊÌɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÏÜÔÉÓÌɂɯȭɯȭɯ

                                                           

 11 1 Peter 5:5; James 4:6. 

 12 Stephen Kaung was a co-worker to the late Watchman Nee. Stephen has been a tremendous 

influence on my life and ministry. 
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ȭɯɁ'ÜÔÉÓÌɯàÖÜÙÚÌÓÍɯÜÕËÌÙɯÛÏÌɯÔÐÎÏÛàɯÏÈÕËɯÖÍɯ&ÖËɯÈÕË 'ÌɯÞÐÓÓɯÓÐÍÛɯàÖÜɯÜ×ȭɂ13 

 3ÏÖÚÌɯÞÖÙËÚɯ×ÖÚÚÌÚÚÌËɯÛÏÜÕËÌÙɯÈÕËɯÓÐÎÏÛÐÕÎɯÍÖÙɯÔÌȭɯ(ɯÈÚÒÌËɯÏÐÔȮɯɁ!ÙÖÛÏÌÙɯ2ÛÌ×ÏÌÕȮɯ

how does a group of Christians find the Lord in the depths and avoid thinking to 

ÛÏÌÔÚÌÓÝÌÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌàɯÈÙÌɯÚ×ÌÊÐÈÓȳɂɯ'ÐÚɯÙÌ×ÓàɯÞÈÚ ÚÐÔ×ÓÌȯɯɁ.ÕÓàɯ&ÖËɯÊÈÕɯËÖɯÛÏÈÛɯȭɯȭɯȭɯÖÜÙɯ

×ÈÙÛɯÐÚɯÛÖɯÏÜÔÉÓÌɯÖÜÙÚÌÓÝÌÚɯÜÕËÌÙɯ'ÐÚɯÔÐÎÏÛàɯÏÈÕËɯÈÕËɯ'ÌɯÞÐÓÓɯÓÐÍÛɯÜÚɯÜ×ȭɂ 

 'ÌÙÌɀÚɯÈɯ×ÙÈàÌÙɯÛÖɯ×ÙÈàȭɯ6ÏÌÕÌÝÌÙɯàÖÜɯÚÌÌɯÛÏÌɯ+ÖÙËɯÐÕɯÈɯÞÈàɯÛÏÈÛɯÚÛÌÈÓÚɯàÖÜÙɯÉÙÌÈÛÏȮɯ

ÛÏÈÛɀÚɯÛÏÌɯÛÐÔÌɯÛÖɯÛÜÙÕɯÛÖɯ'ÐÔɯÈÕËɯÚÈàȮɯɁ+ÖÙËȮɯÓÌÛɯÔÌɯnot lose touch. Keep my feet on the 

ÎÙÖÜÕËɯÈÕËɯÊÈÜÚÌɯÔÌɯÛÖɯÈÓÞÈàÚɯÙÌÔÌÔÉÌÙɯÛÏÈÛɯ(ɯÈÔɯÕÖɯÉÌÛÛÌÙɯÛÏÈÕɯÈÕàɯÖÛÏÌÙɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛÐÈÕȭɂ 

 For it is in times of great revelation that we need the humility of Christ the most. 

1ÌÊÈÓÓɯ/ÈÜÓɀÚɯÛÏÖÙÕɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÍÓÌÚÏȭɯ&ÖËɯ×ÜÛɯÛÏÌɯÛÏorn into his life to keep his feet on the 

ground in the face of extraordinary spiritual revelation.14 

 I have often reflected on the church in Ephesus. Paul lived in Ephesus for three years 

raising up a church. By his own testimony, ÏÌɯ×ÙÖÊÓÈÐÔÌËɯɁÛÏÌɯÞÏÖÓÌɯÊÖÜÕÚÌÓɯÖÍɯ&ÖËɂɯÛÖɯ

the saints.15 /ÈÜÓɯÜÕÝÌÐÓÌËɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ$×ÏÌÚÐÈÕɯÉÌÓÐÌÝÌÙÚɯÛÏÌɯÝÐÚÐÖÕɯÖÍɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÌÛÌÙÕÈÓɯ×ÜÙ×ÖÚÌɯ

for three years. He uncorked the mystery of God to them.  

 Paul held meetings every day for five hours a day in a facility called the school of 

Tyrannus where he declared Christ and trained young workers.16 Timothy, Titus, and six 

other men were ×ÙÌÚÌÕÛɯÈÚɯÏÐÚɯÈ××ÙÌÕÛÐÊÌÚȭɯ(ɀÔɯÚÜÙÌɯÛÏÖÚÌɯàÖÜÕÎɯÈ××ÙÌÕÛÐÊÌÚɯÔÐÕÐÚÛÌÙÌËɯ

to the Ephesian church as well. 

 After Paul was put in prison, Timothy moved to Ephesus and ministered to the 

church there for a number of years. Some years later, the beloved disciple John ended up 

ÐÕɯ$×ÏÌÚÜÚȭɯ ×ÖÓÓÖÚȮɯÞÏÖɯÞÈÚɯɁÔÐÎÏÛàɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ2ÊÙÐ×ÛÜÙÌÚȮɂɯÈÓÚÖɯÚ×ÌÕÛɯÛÐÔÌɯÐÕɯ$×ÏÌÚÜÚȭɯ2Öɯ

perhaps the church benefited from his ministry also.  

 Point: The church in Ephesus received the deepest and highest revelation of Christ 

through choice servants of GodɭPaul, John, Timothy, Titus, Apollos, etc. And yet, as the 

New Testament closes, we discover that the church in Ephesus was corrected by the 

Lord for leaving its first love.17 

 What happened? If experience has taught me anything, I would speculate that they 

simply stopped pursuing Him. They got stuck. They clung to the Christ that they had 

been given by the greatest servants of God, and they stopped there. 

 To put it another way, their Christ was too small. 

 How well can you know the Lord? You can know Him in proportion to the poverty 

                                                           

 13 1 Peter 5:5-6. 

 14 2 Corinthians 12:7. 

 15 Acts 20:27. 

 16 For details, see Frank Viola, The Untold Story of the New Testament Church (Shippensburg: Destiny 

Image, 2004). 

 17 Revelation 2:1-4. 
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ÛÏÈÛɯÐÚɯÞÐÛÏÐÕɯàÖÜÙɯÏÌÈÙÛȭɯɁ!ÓÌÚÚÌËɯÈÙÌɯÛÏÌɯ×ÖÖÙɯÐÕɯÚ×ÐÙÐÛȮɯ)ÌÚÜÚɯÚÈÐËȭɂ18 The opposite of 

ÛÏÈÛɯÚÛÈÛÌÔÌÕÛɯÐÚɯÞÏÈÛɯÛÏÌɯ+ÈÖËÐÊÌÈÕɯÊÏÜÙÊÏɯÚÈÐËɯÖÍɯÏÌÙÚÌÓÍȯɯɁ(ɯÈÔɯÙÐÊh and have need of 

ÕÖÛÏÐÕÎȵɂ19 

 A sure mark of spiritual poverty is a wide heart. If you have a narrow heart, you will 

only recognize Christ through some of His people. And you will be blinded to find Him 

through others. Jesus Christ is a lot larger than what most of us have thought, and He 

works through a lot more people than we would expect.  

 So to put it in a question, is your Christ too small? 
 

 

FRANK VIOLA is an author of books on radical church restoration. Visit his website at 

www.ptmin.org  

 

 

 

 

                                                           

 18 Matthew 5:3. 

 19 Revelation 3:17. 


